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Fateh offices dosed 

GAZA CITY, occupied Gaza Strip (AP) — The Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) ordered closed the offices of its nuumireain Fateh 
organisation in the occupied territories in protest over Israeli actions 
against its members. But sources indicated Friday the closure was 
triggered by infighting. PLO Leader Yasser Arafat issued the orden 
to dose nine Fateh offices in the occupied West Bank and six in the 
Gaza Strip late Thursday, said Sufi an Abu Zaida, head of the PLO 
liasioa office in Gaza. He added that the main Fateh office in East 
Jerusalem as well as the central office in Gaza City will remain open. 
The head of the Fateh office in the West Bank town of TuJkarim. Dr. 
Tbabei Thabet, said the Older was to protest the army's crackdown 
against Fateh activists and specifically the killing in Gaza Monday of 
six members of the Fateh Hawlu. Dr. Thabet <aud he understood the 
closures to be temporal?. But sources inside Fateh said Mr, Arafat's 
orders were pan of the power struggle that has plagued the PLO since 
it started negotiating the long-delayed accord with Israel. 
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Ben Alawi leaves 

AMMAN (Petra) — Omani 
Minister of state for Foreign 
A ffairs Y ousef Ben Alawi left 
■Amman on Friday at the end 
of *a two-day visit to Jordan 
during' which be met with 
Royal Coart Chief Sharif Zeid 
Shaker and senior Jorda- 
nian officials. Mr. Ben Alawi 
discussed with the Jordanian 
officials bilateral relations and 
regional and international 
issues of common interest. Mr. 
Ben Alawi was seen off by - 
Sharif Zeid, Minister of State 
for: Foreign Affairs Talal AJ 
Hassan, the Omani ambassa-. 
dor in Amman and senior 
Foreign Ministry officials. Mr. 
Ben Alawi arrived here Thurs- 
day to convey a message from 
Sukan Qaboos of Oman to His 
Majesty King Hussein. 

France backs 
Jordan's demand 

AMMAN (Petra) — The 
French Ambassador in Am- 
man Bernard Bajolet said in an 
interview with the programme 
£saty minutes” telecast byJor- 
ifap Television Friday that 
France supported Jordan's de- 
mand that inspection opera- 
tions of Aqaba-bound ships be 
shifted to land. “My govern- 
ment wants resolution to be 
adopted in this respect soon," 
fieCsaid. 

Israel: Arabs killed 
Israeli as test 

TEL AVIV (R) ~ Police told 
fin Israeli court on Friday two 
Palestinians killed a Jew this 
week to win entry into the 
Fafeh Hawks. Itfrn news agen- 
cy quoted a pofice ofScer tefl- 
trig- a inagjstrate'm Kfiar Sava, ‘ 
central Israel, that Afar Musa 
Atiya, 23, dB3~Shabif Azzam, 
21, of the Goa StriJ* stabbed 
and fatally wounded Isaac 
Rotenberg, 70, as an “initia- 
tion test.” The_ court remanded 
Mr. Atiya and Mr. Anam in 
custody for 15 days: Rotenberg 
was attacked in the Tel Aviv 
suburb of Petah TDcva on 
Tuesday, a day after undercov- 
er soldiers shot dead six Fateh 
activists in a Gaza refugee 
Camp. Rotenberg ffied in hos- 
pital on Thursday. The Demo- 
cratic Front for the Liberation 
of Palestine led by Nayef 
Hawatmeh had claimed re- 
sponsibility for kflfing Roten- 
berg. 

Iran wants Haj 
talks with Saudis 

Nicosia (ap) — Iran’s 
jbrfwriaxy chief on Friday called 
foT talks -with Saudi Arabia to 
solve a running dispute over 
foe number of pilgrims Tehran 
wallowed to send to the annual 
MnsKm- pilgrimage. Ayatollah 
Mohammad Yazdi said the 


alone. “Bilateral or multi- 
lateral issues cannot be solved 
On _ a unilateral basis. One 
should never lose sight erf this 
Iasi and tty to solve the matter 
on a unilateral basis,” Mr. 
■Yazdi said in a sermon at 
Tehran University. 

Iranians to stand trial 
fair Bakhtiar murder 

PARIS (R) — Nine Iranians 
■ 9 ref to be tried in France, six of 
them in absentia, in connection 
wjth the murder of former Ira- 
nian Premier Shapur Bakhtiar, 
judicial sources said on Friday. 
They said a Paris court en- 
dorsed a report by Investigat- 
ing Magistrate Jean-Louis Bru- 
gnibre recommending that the 
pup should stand tnal before 
ifcfc Paris m y court for mur- 
Agr-and complicity to murder. 

ifiS. soldier found , 
guilty of beheading 

S$£NAU (AP) — A coort- 
tnartial jury convicted a U-S. 
qxmy sergeant Friday of pre- 
meditated murder for behead- ' 
fig’ his wife’s lover. Stephen 
Settop, 26, of Baltimore, stood 
<JfijrUy with his defence lawyers 
a?. Colon el Gerald E. Lnttrell, 
Turing officer of the jury, 
announced ■ the verdict. Sgt. 
ScJjap repeatedly stabbed his 
friend, Gregory Glover, 21, of 
Phioenix, decapitated him and 
toefle the head to bis wife in a 
hospital wbere'sbe was being 
tfoated for apregnancy prob- 
lem. The defence had argued 
.ftrtk Sgt. Scfaap was m an mra- 
tfoual rage after learning that 
fets- wife was pregnant. by bis 
friend. 


PLO wants observer 
force quickly in Hebron 

Israel has own view of foreign unit's 
role , says pace of self-rule upto PLO 


CAIRO (Agencies) — With 
the arrival of a senior Norwe- 
gian police official Sunday in 
Cairo, Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (FLO) officials 
will be taking steps to quickly 
organise the armed foreign 
observers going to protect' 
Hebron’s Palestinians. 

Chief PLO negotiator Nabxl 
Shaalh said Friday that Kjell 
Johansen, head of Norway's 
observer contingent, wffl dis- 
cuss with Palestinians the sche- 
dule for moving into the West 
Bank town. 

“The Norwegians are ready 
and I hope they will be there 
very soon,” he said. He said 
the target was “as soon as 
possible, no later than a 
week.” 

But more than travel plans 
are needed to set up foe 160- 
member force specified in foe 
agreement that the PLO and 
Israel signed Thursday to res- 
tart their peace talks (see page 
10). The PLO called off the 
talks after a Jewish settler mas- 
sacred dozens of worshippes 
Feb. 25 at a mosque in Heb- 
ron. 

Now the role of the obser- 
vers must be defined, and 
Israelis and Palestinians 
already are expressing diffe- 
rent views. The issue will be 
sensitive since Israel has never 
before accepted armed foreign 
forces in the territories it has 
occupied for 26 years, arguing 
fills challenged its “sovereign- 


• ty.” 

Mir. Johansen, who was chief 
of U.N. police in the former 
Yugoslavia, could be an in- 
fluential in formulating the 
force's role. Norway helped 
negotiate Thursday's agree- 
ment and will contribute 90 
observers. 

Denmark, which is contri- 
buting 35 observers, also is 
sending a delegation to Cairo 
on Sunday. The other 35 
observers will be Italian. 

Under the agreement, the 
observers wili monitor Palesti- 
nian security in Hebron for 
three months, with their man- 
date renewable. They win have 
no police or military duties and 
will report to a PLO- Israeli 
committee and one represent- 
ing their own countries. 

The observers win carry pis- 
tols “for self-defence,” wear 
uniforms with distinctive 
emblems and drive cars with 
similar markings. 

For Dr. Shaath the uniforms 
and guns were important. 

Asked if he wished to see 
expanded duties for the obser- 
vers, he replied: “At this stage, 
we are happy that they are 
there and — not hidden as 
civilians in Pierre Carcfin jack- 
ets sitting in air conditioned 
.-offices.” 

The guns were not just for 
- the observers’ self-protection 
but “a symbol of their author- 
ity,” he said. 

Dr. Shaath also wants die 


Hebron observers to serve as a 
precedent for Gaza and the 
West Batik city of Jericho, 
areas where Israel is expected 
to withdraw its forces after 
peace negotiations are com- 
pleted. 

“With the example of Heb- 
ron it would be very easy to do 
the same for Gaza and 
Jericho,” Dr. Shaath said. 

But Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin saw the obser- 
ver force as “an exception” 
created by the Hebron mas- 
sacre. 

Mr. Rabin's views also seem 
at odds with Norway's plan to 
recruit observers with polks or 
military backgrounds. They 
will be operating in a tense 
town where 450 Jewish settlers 
live among 80,000 Palestinians. 
The settlers often swagger 
though the streets toting auto- 
matic guns to show their pow- 
er. 

But Mr. Rabin said Thurs- 
day that Israel had suggested at . 
least some of the observers 
should carry out municipal 
duties — “economic, engineer- 
ing, and education” jobs. 

And Israel’s deputy defence 
minister, Mordechai Gur, said 
he expected “the vast, major- 
ity” of observers to be dviliiuis 
working on social services. / 

~ Mr. Gur also made clear that 
Israel would not accept the 
observers taking charge of 

(Continued on page 5) 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Rain-drenched 
pilgrims chanting “Jesus loves 
you” marched through Old 
Jerusalem’s narrow, cobble- 
stoned alleys Friday as they 
retraced the steps of Jesus on 
his way to his crucifixion. 

Bat the traditional Good 
Friday observances came amid 
heightened tensions and rare 
thunder showers; drawing only 
5,000 pilgrims instead of the 
tens of thousands of past years. 

The rituals come five weeks 
after a Jewish settler mas- 
sacred dozens of Muslim wor- 
shippers in a mosque in the 
West Bank town of Hebron, 
sparking widespread violence 
in the occupited territories. 

' Scores of Arab Christians in 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip 
were , unable to get to Jeru- 
salem because of army roadb- 
locks and curfews. 

Troops barred Muslims from 
Jerusalem’s Via Dolorosa in 
the holy land. 

Israeli security forces were 
out in force within the walled 
Old Qty to prevent clashes 
following five weeks of Arab- 
Lsraeli violence triggered by 
the Hebron massacre. 

Soldiers used clubs to beat 
off Muslims rushing for noon 
prayers at A1 Aqsa while Jews 
gathered at the wall below for 
the end of their Passover holi- 
day. ' 

“We cannot wait any longer. 
We will miss our midday 
prayers, let as pass,” shouted 
an old Arab man, echoing cries 
from a group of Muslims who 
use the Via Dolorosa route to 
reach file mosque. The soldiers 
ignored their pleas. 

Christian pilgrims carried 
wooden crosses and sang 
hymns while walking in the 
rain to file traditional site of 
Jesus’s tomb , in the Church of 
the Holy Sepulchre. 

Some wore black armbands 
to mourn victims of the Heb- 
ron massacre as they made 
their way along the narrow 
alleys of the 14 “stations of the 
cross” where they believe 
Jesus stopped on ms way to 
being crucified. 

Jerusalem’s Old City has 
been a flashpoint of rising an- 
ger throughout the occupied 
territories over the Hebron 
tiffing. 

The Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) halted 
negotiations with Israel on E-. 



A placate shows sbt memb ers of Faith Hawks kffied by Israeli 
snkfief* on March 28 as thousands of Fakstinlansgafiier in 
mourning in the Jabaiya ref u g ee camp in Gam (AFP photo) 

ntited Palestinian self-rule af- David peace treaty between 


ter the massacre but agreed in 
Cairo on .Thursday to resume 


Egypt and Israel was signed. 
Maher Izzat, an Egyptian 


the talks when the two sides Copt, said his government 
signed a deal on security allowed visits to Israel only six 


arrangements for Hebron. 

The Assembly erf the Catho- 
lic Ordinaries trf the Holy Land 


months ago despite the peace 
accord. 

“Maybe the feet that peace 


called on Friday for the remov- talks are taking place has pro- 
sl of Jewish settlers from the vided os an opportunity to visit 
occupied territories to achieve Jerusalem. We are over- 


occupied territories to achieve 
a lasting peace. 

“The settlers have conde- 


joyed,” said Fawzi Tadros. 
“We are breathless with joy 


mned themselves. They have for being in Jerusalem, the 
shown that they cannot coexist Holy City, celebrating Eas- 

with others. Therefore they ter,” said Egyptian Mary 

must go elsewhere,” it said in Samuel. 


an Easter message. 


There are an estimated 


But violence over the Heb- 65,000 Christians in the Gaza 

ton killings did not dissuade Strip and the West Bank, in- 



ENTRY DENIED: An e lder l y Palestinian argues 
with an Israeli soldier on Friday after he was 


denied access to A1 Aqsa Mosque for noon 
prayers (see story below) 


Government may raise individual 
income tax to JD5, 000-6, 000 


Christians mark Good Friday 
in tension-high Jerusalem 


many tourists from around the 
world from visiting holy sites. 

Catholics and Protestants 
from Egypt joined in the Good 


duffing Jerusalem. 

Friday's observance in- 
volved Roman Catholic chur- 
ches and Protestants. Ortho- 


Friday procession for the first dox Christians win hold similar 
time since the 1978 Camp processions later fins month. 


By Sa’ed Sflawi 

Special to Che Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Majsli said Fri- 
day the government was con- 
sidering a proposal to exempt 
the first JD5,000-JD6,000 of 
individual income from income 
tax. 

In an interview with A1 Ra’i 
and the Jordan Times, Dr. 
Majali said the government 
was reconsidering a number of 
laws, including foe law on en- 
couragement of investments 
with a view to ending cutting 
down bureaucracy and facili- 
tating procedures to attract 
more investments. 

On criticism levelled against 
official media, die prime minis- 
ter said the Ministry of In- 
formation had worked out a 
strategy which has adopted last 
year, but since the minister was 


Fini draws 
fire by 
hailing 
Mussolini 

ROME (Agencies) — Far- 
right leader Gianfranco Fini, 
who is poised to take his party 
into Italy's new government 
dictator Benito Mussolini as a 
great statesman. 

“I would say he was fin; 
greatest statesman of the cen- 
tury,” Mr. Fini told La Stamps 
newspaper in an interview. 

Mr. Fini’s national alliance, 
one of whose members is Mus- 
solini's granddaughter Ales- 
sandra, is part of a pact led by 
media mogul Silvio Berlusconi 
that swept to power in this 
'week's elections. 

The interview was published 
as Mr. Berlusconi met North- 
ern League federalists, the 
other main, component of the 
pact, to discuss the new gov- 
ernment. 

Mr. FinTs remarks quickly 
drew fire from the ex- 
communist Democratic Party 
of the Left (PDS), which was 
humiliated by Mr. Berlusconi 
in the election. 

“The fact he chose to say 
this today shows be still re- 
gards Mussolini as a model for 
the future,” said PDS execu- 
tive member Claudio Petrac- 
dofi. 

“We all know what the state 
of liberty was in this country 
when ‘foe greatest statesman 
of file century’ was in power.” 

Mr. Flni’s comments were 
Ins first on Mr. Mussolini since 
the elections, which marked- 
his party’s greatest success 
since the dictator's rule. 

He added in the interview: 
“Berlusconi would have to 
pedal hard to show he belongs 
to history tike Mussolini. Two 
identical men are not born in a 
year and not even in a cen- 
tury.” 

Mr. Fini's press office con- 
firmed he had made the re- 
marks. 

Newspapers reported Thurs- 
day that Mr. Berlusconi 
readied an agreement with the 
autonomy-minded Northern 
League and the National 
Alliance on sharing cabinet 
posts. 


replaced and the new minister 
had been heavily preoccupied 
with important issues, the offi- 
cial media has looked as if they 
were lagging behind. He noted 
that the information strategy 
need people who believe in it 
in order to translate it into 
reality on the ground. 

The prime minister said 
Jordanian press had developed 
tremendously and stressed that 
the government did not exploit 
its ownership of newspapers' 
shares to influence the free- 
dom of opinion or expression. 

Dr. Majali said the govern- 
ment plans to introduce 
elected district councils in its 
efforts to decentralise work at 
governorate and district levels. 

“Decentralisation will turn 
us into a very advanced state," 
the prime minister said. 

On the Aqaba siege. Dr. 
Majali said Jordan had in- 


formed Syria of its decision to 
stay away from Arab- Israeli 
peace talks until the siege on 
Aqaba is lifted. Dr. Majali said 
the siege undermines peace, 
adding that “one cannot talk 
peace at a time when he is 
besieged." 

On United Nations Security 
Council Resolution 904 on the 
Hebron massacre. Dr. Majali 
reiterated Jordan's firm posi- 
tion towards Jerusalem. 

“Sovereignty on Jerusalem 
will only be of God’s, and not 
of Israel’s, he said. 

The United States has not 
recognised Jerusalem as the 
capital of Israel, Dr. Majali 
said. The inclusion by the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO), of Jerusalem in 
Resolution 904 was done in 
good intention because “we 
and the PLO believe in the 
Arab identity of Jerusalem.” 


U.N. to send 800 
troops to Gorazde 


SARAJEVO (R) — The Un- 
ited Nations will station some 
800 troops in a Bosnian Mus- 
lim enclave under attack by 
rebel Serbs despite its status as 
a “safe haven,” U.N. sources 
said on Friday. 

Government-run Bosnian 
I radio reported heavy shelling 
of Gorazde in eastern Bosnia 
for a fourth consecutive day on 
Friday, with fighting on the 
right bank of the Drina River 
dividing it. 

Shelling of the enclave has 
killed at least six people, in- 
cuding an 11-year-girl and her 
eight-year-old brother, and 
wounded 97, U.N. officials 
said. 

Some 3,500 reinforcements 
for the U.N. Protection Force 
(UNPROFOR) in Bosnia were 
approved by the Security 
Council on Thursday, and the 
sources said an 800-strong 
Ukrainian battalion would be 
assigned to Gorazde. 

“They have been organised, 
prepared and trained and as 
soon as they arrive in this 
country, off to Gorazde.” one 
source told Reuters. 

They would arrive almost a 
year after Gorazde and five 
other Muslim-held enclaves 
under Serb siege were desig- 
nated “safe havens” by the 
Security Council. 

Only two of the six received 
fresh U.N. troops quickly to 
enforce the resolution. Two 
Othm including Sarajevo wen: pacified 
this year with troops from else- 
where in former Yugoslavia, 
while Gorazde and Bihac, still, 
without reinforcements, con- 
tinued to be shelled by Serbs. 

U.N. sources said Muslim 
and Serb military commanders 
in Bihac, north-west Bosnia, 
bad tentatively agreed to a 
ceasefire during talks on 
Thursday brokered by the 
U.N. 

Bosnian radio reported that 
the two sides had agreed on the 
separation of their forces, the 
creation of buffer zones, the 
withdrawal of U.N. supervi- 
sion and freedom of movement 
for humanitarian organisa- 
tions. 

Elsewhere in the former 
Yugoslav republic, however, 
Serb forces were reported to 


have stepped up attacks on 
Muslim-led government 
forces, who are no longer fight- 
ing Bosnian Croats since a new 
Muslim-Croat federation was 
agreed last month. 

Major Rob Annink of UN- 
PROFOR in Sarajevo told re- 
porters the Serbs were now 
turning their guns on parts of 
central Bosnia that had been 
quiet since the Croat-Musltm 
agreement. 

He said Serb farces fired 
three artillery rounds on 
Thursday into the centre of 
Zenica , the biggest 
government-controlled city in 
the region, and five more into 
the Turbe-Travnik region just 
to the north-west. 

U.N. sources said this sud- 
den upsurge in Serb attacks in 
central Bosnia might have 
been provoked by recent Bos- 
nian army infantry probes 
against Serb positions. 

The Bosnian army's attemp- 
ted thrust westward out of the 
Maglaj pocket to dislodge Serb 
forces and widen a slender 
supply corridor from the south 
had also inflamed tensions, 
they said. 

In a Serb stronghold in 
northern Bosnia, up to nine 
Muslim civilians were reported 
to have been killed by Serb 
nationalists, apparently in re- 
taliation for foe deaths of six 
local Serb policemen in fight- 
ing against Muslim troops. 

The International Commit- 
tee of the Red Cross said in 
Zagreb that nine Muslim civi- 
lians had been killed in 
Prijedor in the past few days, 
and “strongly condemns these 
atrocities which are in Blatant 
violation of the most basic 
rules of humanity.” 

It asked Bosnian Serb leader 
Radovan Karadzic to take ur- 
gent measures to Testore secur- 
ity to the Prijedor area. 

In Sarajevo, a spokesman 
for the U.N. High Commis- 
sioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR), Kris Janowski. 
said at least seven Muslims had 
been murdered in the past 
week in Prijedor, notorious for 
savage “ethnic deansing” cam- 
paigns against Muslims in' 
1992. 


Palestinian 
police start 
going in 
this week 

By Mariam M. Sbahin 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The implementa- 
tion of the Gaza- Jericho first 
accords will begin this week 
with the entry of up to 300 
Palestinian policemen from 
Jordan and Egypt into Jericho 
and Gaza, Palestinian officials 
in Amman and Tunis con- 
firmed Friday. 

Ten Palestinian police offic- 
ers are expected to head for 
the occupied territories on 
Tuesday to prepare logistics 
for the entry of the Palestinian 
policemen; 150 of whom would 
be stationed in Jericho and 
another 150 in Gaza. 

Tunis based Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
officials said that “no dates 
were for certain." Amman 
based officials tipped Thursday 
April 7 to be the date of entry 
for 150 policemen from Am- 
man into Jericho and 150 
policemen from Egypt into 
Gaza. 

“I can confirm that the im- 
plementation of the Oslo 
accords will begjn this week 
but the exact timetable is not 
yet known,” Marwan Kanafa- 
ni, the spokesman for Palestine 
President Yasser Arafat told 
the Jordan Times in a tele- 
phone interview Friday. 


50 expellees 
to go home 

AT LEAST 50 Palestinians 
expelled by Israel for Entifoda- 
related activities will be 
aflowed to return home this 
week, a Palestinian spokes- 
man said Friday. Many of 
over 2,000 Palestinians expel- 
led for political reasons since 
1967 were tipped to return In 
May 1993 when Israel a ll owed 
a token 30 to return, but 
refused to allow those who 
had been expelled for 
intifada-related activities go 
borne. 

“The names should be 
agreed upon by Sunday if all 
goes well,” a PLO official in 
Amman told the Jordan. 
Times on Friday. Tunis-based 
spokesman Marwan Kanafani 
confirmed that “there are 
plans for the return oT depor- 
tees this week,'* bo refused 
to give further details. 

Former student union pres- 
ident of Bir Zell University 
Marwan Barghouti, Palestine 
Peoples Party executive com- 
mittee member Tayseer Aruri 
and Aisha Odeh, a prominent 
political activist of FID A, are 
expected to be among the first 
botch of expellees allowed to 
return. Some PLO officials 
had tipped lint a return may 
be possible as early Monday 
or Tuesday. 


Indicating rhat the PLO 
leadership expected the April 
13 deadline far initial Israeli 
withdrawal from Gaza and 
Jericho to be met, he said:. 
“Dates are sacred. Agree- 
ments depend on dates and if 
the dates are not respected 
then the agreements them- 
selves come into question.” 

The gradual deployment of 
up to 7,000 or more policemen 
who are currently stationed in 
Jordan, Egypt, Algeria, 
Sudan, Yemen and Libya t$ 
expected to be completed by 
mid-May, a senior PLO official 
said in Amman. 

“We expect that the final 
number of policemen in Gaza 
and Jericho will be between 
10,000 and 15,000 once train- 
ing begins inside the occupied 
territories," said the PLO offi- 
cial. Half the Palestinian police 
foree will be drawn from new 
recruits and Palestinians who 
used to serve in an Israeli-run 
police force inside the occu- 
pied territories, according to 
PLO officials. 

Israel tried to impose limita- 
tions on the number of the 
police force but, according to 
Mr. Kanafani, “they have 
changed their stand. It seems, 
that it is no longer an issue.” 

“At least 3,000 policemen 
are stationed in Jordan and we 
arc ready to move into Jericho 

(Continued oa page 5) 
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Clinton hails progress in 
Israel-PLO negotiations 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — 
President Bill Clinton has 
hailed developments in the 
Middle East, declaring the 
apparent accord between 
Israel and the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) on 
security in Hebron opens the 
way for dialogue on Gaza and 
Jericho. 

Mr. Clinton, vacationing in 
San Diego. California, told a 
group of reporters that, 
together with announcement 
of resumed Israeli negotiations 
with Lebanon, Syria and Jor- 
dan. the developments mean 
“the Middle East peace pro- 
cess is back on track. It's very 
encouraging to me." 

Speaking on other issues. 
Mr. Clinton promised to be 
persistent ar.d firm in dealing 
with North-Korean intransi- 
gence on international inspec- 
tion of its nuclear sites. 

He said he had discussed the 
situation on the Korean Penin- 
sula. and developments in the 
U.N. Security Council on the 
case, with South Korean Presi- 
dent Kim Yong-Sam March 30. 
Although it has made commit- 
ments to a nuclear- weapons- 
free peninsula and to the nuc- 
lear non-proliferation regime. 
North Korea has refused per- 
mission for the usual inspec- 
tion regime of the Internation- 
al Atomic Energy Agency, 
which is asking for international 
sanctions against Pyongyang. 

Following is the transcript of 
the president's remarks, as re- 
leased by the White House: 
Question: Mr. President, we 
understand you talked to the 
Korean president. What did 
you tell him? 

Answer: First of all. I'd like to 
make a statement about the 
Middle East, and then I'll 
answer the Korean question. 

The announcement today 
that Israel and the PLO have 
reached accord on security me- 
asures in Hebron is very, very 
important. It opens the way to 
now resume the Israel-PLO 
dialogue on Gaza and Jericho 
and to complete it successfully. 
And this, plus the announce- 
ment that the negotiations with 
regard to Syria, Jordan and 
Lebanon -will-, all resume in 
April/ means - that the Middle 
East peace process is back on 
track. It's very encouraging to 
me, and I hope it would be to 
all the American people. 

Now. I just completed — 
literally, just a few '.minutes 
ago. 10.15 minutes ago — a 
conversation with President 
Kim of South Korea about the 
whole Korean situation, and 
about his recent trip to Japan 
and to China. He and I reaf- 
firmed our common intention 
to continue to work together 


Grand 


for a peaceful but firm resolu- 
tion of this problem with North 
Korea. 

The North Koreans them- 
selves have committed to a 
nuclear-free Korean peninsula. 
They have committed to the 
IAEA inspection process. All 
we want is for them to keep 
that commitment, as well as 
their commitment to resume 
their dialogue with South 
Korea. And we're going to 
work very closely together in 
the United Nations and in 
other ways to try to pursue 
this. We hope that we will be 
able to do it in strong coopera- 
tion with the Japanese, who 
have helped us every step of 
the way; and with the Chinese, 
who have played a very con- 
structive role in this. And I 
would also hope that Russia 
will be able to help in this 
process. 

I first raised this whole issue 
— Korean issue — with Presi- 
dent Yeltsin sometime ago. 
And . so we and the South 
Koreans are working to try to 
get the cooperation of all these 
parties and others. But in the 
end, the North Koreans will 
have to decide wether they 
wish to be completely isolated 
or not. or whether they will 
just keep their commitments; 
and in return for simply keep- 
ing commitments they’ve 
already made, have the oppor- 
tunity to integrate their nation 
into a broader and far more 
prosperous world. 

Q: They use very hostile 
language sometimes. They've 
implied that sanctions might 
be, in their mind, a declaration 
of war. How do you respond to 
that? 

A: Nothing could be further 
from the truth. We have done 
nothing offensive to North 
Korea. All of our military 
moves — indeed, the Patriot 
Missile — has been entirely 
defensive. And any actions 
that we would support in that 
regard would be actions to 
which we have been forced by 
the North Koreans amply be- 
cause they have declined to 
keep commitments that they 
themselves have made. 

If we're going to do business 
-in this world, people have got 
to be able to rely oh the com- 
mitments that countries freely 
undertake. And, again, I 
would say the way is still open 
to North Korea simply to fol- 
low the commitments they’ve 
already made. There are ways 
they can do that. We are going 
to work very closely with the 
South Koreans. 

Q: How optimistic are you 
about a U.N. resolution, Mr. 
President? 

A: Well, I don’t want to 


characterise it in that way. Til 
just say that we and the South 
Koreans are exploring, with all 
the relevant parties, what our 
options are, and well see what 
develops over the next few 
days. 

Q; Sir. how big of an impedi- 
ment is the Chinese to try to 
reach an international agree- 
ment on this issue? Tonight, 
the noualigned nations said 
- they would support China. Is 
this hurting the chances for an 
international agreement be- 
‘ cause of China’s problem? 

A: Well. we'U have to see 
where China comes down on it 
in the end. The Chinese have 
always been somewhat more 
cautious because of their long- 
standing relationship with 
North Korea. And also they 
have — I think they are 
genuine in not wanting to do 
anything which provokes some 
sort of crisis. 

. On the other hand, I would 
remind you that the Chinese 
certainly don't want North 
Korea to become a dear nuc- 
lear power because of the con- 
sequences that might have for 
them, as well as for Japan. 
And the Chinese are now 
doing eight or ten times as 
much business with South 
Korea as with North Korea. 
So, their long-term economic 
interests dearly are in pursuing 
a nuclear-free Korean peninsu- 
la in which North and South 
Korea are ultimately partners 

So I think their long-term 
objectives — security and eco- 
nomic — are consistent with 
what our long-term objectives 
are. So I hope that we can 
work through this crisis. But in 
the end, I will say again, the 
Chinese — no different from 
any other country — should 
want all nations who give their 
word to keep it. 

Qi Sir, is this in retaliation 
against the United States be- 
cause of our trade problems, 
.our trade differences? 

A: No, I really don’t think 
so. I don’t think that has any- 
thing to do with this whatever. 

Q: Are you going to — 
about the Middle East — Mr. 
Arafat or anyone? 

A: Well, Fm m contact, with 
'die Middle East' parries all the 
time. To date, this has re- 
quired quite a lot of effort and 
personal time and believe me, 
from here on in, it will require 
much more time on the part of 
the secretary of state, the pres- 
ident, and all of our resources. 
So, I think you can say over the 
next couple of months, this will 
require a significant commit- 
ment and investment on the 
part of the United States; and 
we intend to do that. It’s worth 
it. 
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OEL SPILL: Panamania-registered supertanker tanks erupted in a collision late Wednesday with 

Seki is sour-rounded by tog boats in the harbour United Arab Emirates tanker Baymma (AFP 


of Fqjeirah Mar. 31. The tanker spewed up to 
8,000 tounesaf crude ofl into the sea as one of the 
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Egyptian ambassador 
urges action on settlers 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — 
While the agreement readied 
by Israel and the Palestine 
(Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) permitting international 
observers in Hebron is a posi- 
tive step, Israel must still take 
urgent action to address tire 
threat posed by armed Jewish 
settlers in that city, the Egyp- 
tian ambassador to die United 
States said Thursday. 

Ambassador Ahmad Maher 
A1 Sayed reviewed recent de- 
velopments in the Middle East 
peace process during a lun- 
cheon discussion sponsored by 
the Foreign Correspondents 
Association in Washington 
D.C. 

Israel and the PLO reached 
an agreement in Cairo March 
30 that will allow an interna- 
tional force of observers armed 
with pistols in Hebron. The 
parties also agreed to a re- 
sumpton of the peace talks, 
which were derailed when a 
Jewish settler massacred 
dozens of Palestinians in a 
mosque in Hebron February 
25. 

Now that Israel and the PLO 
have readied an agreement on 
international observers, “we 
can say -the peace process is 
proceeding once again," die 
ambassador .said. 

The agreement,, he said, 
'“shows the* determination of 
the PU6 and Israel to over- 
come the difficulties generated 
by the enemies of peace.” 

Assessing die negotiations 
leading up to this agreement,” 
Mr. Al Sayed commended the 
PLO “for its self-restraint, 
patience and determination to 
achieve die goal of liberation 
through negotiation.” 

The ambassador praised the 
Israeli government as well, 
saying foe decision to allow 
international observers shows 
“a sincere commitment to a 


successful outcome of the 
peace process.” 

Asked by a questioner what 
kind of security the interna- 
tional observers can provide if 
armed only with pistols, the 
ambassador said foe import- 
ance of their presence is largely 
symbolic. 

“There are there to reaffirm 
that these are occupied terri- 
tories where Israel has an in- 
ternational obligation,” he 
said. 

In agreeing to have obser- 
vers in Hebron, foe ambassa- 
dor said Israel has recognised 
that there is a security threat to 
the Palestinians posed by 
armed settlers and that Israel 
“needs help” to deal with that 
threat. 

“It is dear that the world is 
watching foe settlers and the 
way Israel is responding to its 
responsibility,” Al Sayed said. 

The ambassador called on 
Israel to deal immediately with 
foe question of armed Jewish 
settlers in Hebron, separate 
from the question of the status 
of foe settlements in general. 
(The Declaration of Principles 
signed by Israel and the PLO 
leaves this question to foe final 
permanent status negotiatons). 

While “some steps .have 
been taken,” by foe Israeli 
government on- this security 
issue, die ambassador said “a 
lot remains to be dome.” 

“It is dear that die problem 
of foe settlers is an urgent one, 
since they constitute a time- 
bomb threatening foe security 
of the Palestinians, as well as 
the security of the state of 
Israel, whose authority they 
defy openly,” he said. 

These armed settlers, “risk 
killing not only innocent wor- 
shippers in a mosque... but also 
the hope of peace and coexist- 
ence.” 
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The Jordanian/ Ainerican Commission 
on Educational 

Exchange deeply regrets the death of 

JUMANA JUBRAN ESAU 

who was a friend and colleague. 
May she rest in peace. 


CONDOLENCES 

"\ am the resurrection and the life. He who believes will 
live even though he dies.” (John 11:25) 

The Director and Staff of USIS/ Amman deeply 
regret the sadden departure of their colleague 

JUMANA JUBRAN ESAU 

who fived respected and died regretted, Jnmana will 
always live in our hearts. 

May God rest her soul in peace. 


Somalia 
cited as 
example of 
failure of 
U.N. policy 
in conflicts 

UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 
U.N. peacekeeping duties 
rhould not be expanded into 

■ying to impose peace on war- 
ring forces, an internal study 
says, citing Somalia as an ex- 
ample of the failed policy. 

A commission formed to 
study U.N. global peacekeep- 
ing indirectly criticised Secret- 
ary General Boutros Ghali, 
who first advocated peace en- 
forcement in a study of U.N. 
operations in 1992. 

The report has not been 
released, but diplomats out- 
lined foe contents on condition 
of anonymity. 

Dr. Ghali had urged foe 
United Nations, for humanita- 
rian reasons, to intervene in 
conflicts to bring about peace 
and end famine, foe world 
body's traditional role has 
been to maintain strict neutral- 
ity in warfare and to intervene 
• only if world peace’- is 
i, 'threatened, or to monitor a 
. truce. ' • 

Last November, the Security 
CoundQ set up a three-member 
commission to try to entice 
Somali warlord Mohammad 
Farah Aideed into joining a 
political settlement in Somalia. 
An earlier report commis- 
sioned by foe United Nations 
had found General Aideed re- 
sponsible for an attack that 
killed 24 Pakistani peacekeep- 
ers last Jane. 

Based on that report, the 
United Nations launched a 
manhunt for Gen. Aideed, 
during which 18 U.S. soldiers 
were killed last October. The 
United States then decided to 
withdraw its forces completely 
from Somalia. 

Diplomats who saw the 
latest report said it criticises 
foe United States for not coor- 
dinating its military operations 
with U.N. commanders. U.S. 
officials, speaking on condition 
of anonymity, say those prob- 
lems bad been corrected. 
American troops have since 
pulled out of Somalia. 

The report also suggests foe 
United Nations compensate 
Somalis who were victims of 
U.N. attacks. Diplomats said 
that suggestion was unlikely to 
be approved. Hundreds of 
Somalis’ property was dam- 
aged and fives lost in dashes 
with U.N. troops. 

According to the Washing- 
ton Post, the report also criti- 
cised U.N. peackeeping offi- 
cials for trying to forcefully 
disarm Somali factions, a move 
that antagonised Gen. 
Ai deed's forces. 
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U S to give $4m for Palestinian police [ 

SAN DECO (R) - 

[feed sending up to S4 mjho MtabLbmentof a Palestinian 

Mr. Clinton 


StSd^Srfo“ld b? sent to Israel for nse by M 
to exceeo nnmw p,. t n owned a separate order to Mr. 
Palestinian f Son in Defcno* 

S^STSfpplies to be sent to Israel as part of the regain, 
U.S. appropriation to Israel- . , 

Four blasts in southern Turkey 

MERSIN, Turkey (AP) — A bomb eqMm st a CTOcety 
ctnr*> in this Mediterranean port injured a child and ms rather; 
onToMotrb^e™ “soutiU Turkey Thnrsday.Tbe 
Anatolia news agency said a second blast 
telephone booth but caused no injures. In Adana, .70 
kilometres northeast of Mersin. a Hast damaged a pastiyshof) 
Sid another one damaged a burin. No one was mjur^m 
either explosion, Anatolia reported. There were nounmeef 
claims ofresponsibility. Similar blasts Iwve ocoirr^rerendy 
in both cities. Active in both aties are Dev Sol, a leftist urifaj 
guerrilla group, and foe Kurdish Labour Party (PKK), which 
has been leading a 10-year-old guerrilla warm the southeast; 

Christopher wants Syria to remain in drug list ;. 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Syria should remain on the U.S.list 
of countries that are involved in the international drug trafie; 
Secretary of State Warren Christopher is recommending to foe 
White House. Syria is not cooperating with the United States 
to combat drug trafficking or taking effective steps on ifaown; 
State Department spokesman Michael McCurry said Thflrsj 
day The 26 nations on the list may not receive U.S. foreign 
aid or U.S. support for World Bank loans. President Ointoa 
was required by law to submit an updated list to COngressjoj) 
Friday. Some members of Congress were prepared to fie* 
nounce any move to grant a waiver to Syria, whose coopera- 
tion in Mideast peacemaking efforts has been sought by foe 
administration. Syria also is one of six countries listed byfojf 
State. Department as a sponsor of “terrorism” even though it 
was praised in 1991 as having played a helpful role in securing 
foe release of American hostages from Lebanon. Middle 
Eastern countries that cooperate in U.S peacemaking genefa^- 
ly can count on sizeable U.S. foreign aid as a reward. Bnt Syria 
would be ineligible even if it made peace with Israel. S 

Lebanon passes first death sentence 

» • 

BEIRUT (R) — A Lebanese court has sentenced to death 
man who raped and killed an eight-year-old girl, handin 
down foe first death penalty in Lebanon in more than 10 years* 
a local newspaper reported on Friday. The court sentenced 
22-year-old Bassam Al Mosleh on Thursday, Judge Munif 
Oueidat told Al Diyar newspaper. The sentence needs 
approval from President Elias Hrawi. If carried out it will J 
foe first execution in Lebanon since 1983 when Ibrahim Tarraf 
was hanged for killing a woman and her. son. Lebanon is 
getting tough with violent crime which has been rampant since 
foe 1970-90 civil war. 

Turicey angered by Nobel Winners’ calf -- 

.... ... . ...... -i-vf /. 

ANKARA (AP) — The Turkish government on Thursday 
rejected an appeal by Nobel Peace Prize winners who caUcd 
on Turkey to engage in dialogue with Kurdish separatists. Tfye 
appeal was delivered on Tuesday by Danielle Mitterrand, wife 
of French President Francois Mitterrand, to U.N. Secretary 
G enera l Boutros Ghali. The separatist Kurdish Labour Patty 
(PKK) has been waging a violent campaign for autonomy, k 
southeastern Turkey since 1984. Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Ferhat Ataman said Thursday that “the laureates 
misinformed by a person who is known to have prejudices 
against Turkey and supports PKK terrorism.” He was 
apparently referring to Mrs. Mitterrand, who has campaigned 
. for Kurdish rights. Mr. Ataman said it was out of questioner 
Turkey to negotiate with foe PKK, whose actions he conde- 
mned as a “crime against humanity.” The appeal by Maure^d 
Corrigan, Rigoberta Menchu, Betty Williams, foe Dalai 
Lama, Bishop Desmond Tutu, Oscar Luis Sanchez, Linus' 
Pauling, Adolfo Peres Esquivel and Elie Wise! also calledfer 
an immediate end to all military operations in Turkey^' 
K urdish -dominated southeastern region. “What the Turkish 
security forces have been doing is preventing PKK-Jed 
massacres in the region,” Mr. Ataman added. More than 
12,000 people have been killed in the region over foe past 10 
years. 

Lebanon beauty queen questioned £ 

BEDIUT (R) — A military investigator questioned Miss 
Lebanon about her posing next to Miss Israel at last year’s 
Miss World Gala, judicial sources said on Friday. The picture 
of 21-year-old Ghada Al Turk smiling next to Israel’s Tamara 
Bourat m Johannesburg caused a sensation in Lebanon. Ms. 
lurk, who was called in on returning home from four moufos 
of self-exile, was freed after two hours of questioning. 
Lebanon's top public prosecutor said in December investiga- 
tors would ask Turk about foe photograph and if ncj 
convinced by her explanation she could face a court martial oft 
charges of “collaborating with the enemy.” The investigator 
aeaaes whether Turk faces a court-martial. Lebanon has bees , 
officially at war with Israel since 194S and offences under 
military law are tried by military court. The sources said foe 
jmhtary investigator may call Ms. Turk, which according to a 
local paper returned to Beirut from London last week, any 
ques ? ioning - The y fid not give details of foe 
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WEATHER 

Bulletin snppUcd by the Dc pa itmc r ir of 
Meteorology. 

Ckmdy to partly cloudy weather 
conditions will prevail with a c han ce of 
showers at intervals and winds becom- 
ing westerly moderate la active. 
Weather conditions will gradually im- 
prove in the afternoon. In Aqaba, h 
will be partly cloudy, winds northerly 
moderate and seas calm. 

MinJMax. temp. 

Amman 5/14 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR other Fllflhte (Tem,,nai u hum bauway 


Aqaba - 11/25 

Deserts 4/17 

Jordan Valley „ 9/22 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 10. Aqaba 23 Humidity readings: 
Amman 93 per cent, Aqaba 37 per 

cent. 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Nidal DahJeh 827195 

Dr. Bassam Karadsheb .......... 739200 

Dr. Yabya AbdidSalam 736027 

Dr. Gbazi Abu Sheikha 752405 

Firas pharmacy 66191 2 

Fcrdow* pharmacy ............... 778336 

Al Arena pharmacy 637055 

Nairewkh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644943 

Shwcisam pharmacy 637660 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

man* 

Dr. Mohammad Al Hftn 279773 

Alquds pharmacy (— ) 


ZARQA: 

Dr.WaEd Halasch 

Khalifch pharmacy 


982799 

985417 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre ........... £ 

Ovil Defence Department 6t 

Gvil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 63 

Gvil Defence Emcigcncy 

Rescue FoKcc 192, 621 (11. £ 

fire Brigade 8S 

Blood Bank 73 

Highway Police 84 

Traffic FoGra 89 

PubfteSecnriry Department 6 

Hotel Cooplainta 6C 

Price Complaints 6t 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 89 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints „ 7S 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 

Overseas Calk 01 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 62 

Abdafi Tckpbooe Repairs 66 

Jordan Television 77 

Radio Jordan 77 

Water Authority 68 


Jordan Electricity Authority ...815615 
Electric Power 

Company — 636381 

Rj Flight Information 08-53200 

Ottccn Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 
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Shmckani Hospital 669131 

Dnivcnity Hospital 845845 

'Al-Muasncr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdafi .......... 666127/37 

AI-AbD, Abdafi 664164/6 

Itafian. Al-Muhajrecn 777101/3 

AJ- Bashir. J. Ashrafich 7751 11/26 

Army. Marka 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 60224050 

Amal Hospital .... 674155 

ZARQA: 

ZarqaGovL Hospital (09)983323 


Ibn Sena Hospital (09)986732 

AHOro Modem Hospital (09)990990 

DUUD: 

Print** Sauna Hospital 
Creek Cdhofic Haqjiul 


Iba Al Nafan Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princes* Haya Hospital (03)314111 

FOB THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

77ris information is snppBcd by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 
ment at the Oi rasa ABa Internationa} 
Airport Td. (0SJ532QQ-S, where it 
shook 1 always be verified! 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
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IMS - 
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?3ns - Damascus (AF) 

Amsterdam (KL) 


Cairo (MS) 

departures 
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12-45 -■ Pans.BntescbfRJ) 

Geneva. Madrid f RJ) 

13dS Cairo (RJ) 

UM London ?RJ) 

21:15 iSzJ La ™“a( , U) 
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Flight* (Tamdnal a 

09:15 „ 
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2SOS ... rw'”” Dl *>i(EM) 

0*30 .. Damascu *. Paris (AF) 

Oljis .... ■■—-.Cairo (MS) 

Amsterdam (KL) 


Dtp. Amman 8*0 a.nj. every Mad*! 

Arr-Oumsau ...... 5fl0pjn. evay hfab 

Dip. TVininmu 7:30 jun. evay SM4 

Arr. Amman 5fl0pjn. 

MARKET PRICES ; 

1 : 

Vppctftowcr price id Els per kg. “ J ! 


Apple 550ffi*j 

Banana (Mukamror)"! !!!.'" $ 

Cabbage 2 SW 110 

Carrot i 

Cauliflower Wp/t® 

Qcmcn unc 260 

Cucumbers (large) 150/ $ 

Cucumbers (small) .1 2W»1*[ 

Eggplant 28»J5 


Crape Fruit 28*1» 

P f| ccn beans 4801 2 

if®oo l«fl 

Manowfla^c) 140*1* 

Manow (small) 230il^ 

Orange 

Onion (diy) 48073# 

Onion (green) 

Peas . . 

(h«) .520/ 

j^PPer (swc«) sai'iS 

Potato 3 

Radish .120® 

Tomato ' ..... 

Spinach ’ ' .- -t 


Spinach 

Stiing beans ...... S8&3J 1 

t . 
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Specialists assail press coverage of Zarqa child murder 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

-AMMAN — The sexual 
assault and brutal murder of 
eight-year-old Lo’ai Axaiqa; 
more than two weeks ago in 
■.Zarqa not only shocked the 
Jordan community, but the 
.. reporting of the incident by 
“some newspapers” enraged 
media specialists, human 
ngnts activists and others: 
Most described the hand- 
ling of the story by some as 
“revolting and vulgar.” 
Lo’ai's body was found in 
Zarqa on March 16, four days 
■after the boy was reported 
missing. Police later 

- announced the arrest of a 
58-year-old man in connec- 

■• tion with the assault and mur- 
der. 

■ “Certainly it is sensation al- 
iffem, and we have to accept it 
•and call it what it is,” said 

■ Ziad Rifai, the head of the 
-Communications Depart- 
ment at Yannounk Universi- 
ty. Dr. Rifai was referring to 
articles which gave graphic 
details of the crime as 
allegedly confessed by the 
man arrested in the case, ai 
well as colour photographs c 
the victim's severed bod 
printed on the front pages f 
three Arabic newspapers. 

- He strongly opposed ie 
printing of the pictures ad 
an interview, made uHer 

' false pretenses, with the us- 
_ pcct, that was carried byihi- 
han weekly, describing JOth 
as cheap and revolting 
“We have to keep torand 
.that family and friendsrf the 
' vi ctim are going to fC the 
pictures and read tb stor- 
•ies,” Dr. Rifai said. 

“The boy had did, and 
that is certainly not-he way 
he should be remcibered,” 
.be added. 

. V; Although the pulic needs 
‘to learn about «s tragic 


story, Dr. Riijt mfiatamed, 
“there are moc appropriate 
ways to preseif a story Eke 
this” / 

Dr. Rifai bund some of 
the front paged eadlines high- 
ly unethical and irresponsi- 
ble. He wjS referring to 
headlines quoting die suspect 
as boastinf about his virility 
with men * well as women. 

“If thee headlines were 
read by tch3d or a teenager, 
what wuld their reaction 

ber 

He iso said there were 
distill < contradictions be- 
tweer the suspect’s quotes 
and oe way he represented 
Himdf as a killer, and police 
reprts describing the sus- 
pei- 

ie said, while press re- 
prts said the suspect showed 
smorse for the crime saying 
oat he was intoxicated when 
ae allegedly killed Lo’ai, 
police said that the suspect 
was stubborn and did not cry 
or show any emotion or signs 
of regret when he was 
arrested. 

One headline read: “I am a 
monster and I don’t deserve 
to live;” another headline 
read: “For God’s sake allow 
me to kill myself, I wish all 
people would spit on me.” 

“These headlines seem to 
justify the killer’s intentions 
and to present his statements 
in a remorseful way, and it is 
obvious that the sole purpose 
of such headlines was to sell 
newspapers," Dr. Rifai said. 

Asms Kbader, president of 
the Jordanian Women’s Un- 
ion (JWU) also strongly criti- 
cised the way the press car- 
ried the crime, saying that 
whoever allowed the pictures - 
and interview to be published 
failed to take into consklexar 
tion the reaction of and 
effects on the society that 
such reporting styles might 


have. 

“The published pictures 
were horrible, and I had to 
hide the newspapers away 
from my children,” said Ms. 
Kharicr, an attorney. 

“They (the press) cEd not 
consider what such a story 
could do to onr society, 
socially, psychologically or 
educationally.” 

Ms. Kbader said the story 
itself has placed several chal- 
lenges before Jordanians to 
find ways to avoid such inci- 
dents from receding. 

A specialist at the Ministry 
of Social Development told 
the Jordan Times that the 
coverage of the crime lacked 
objectivity as well as sensitiv- 
fty. 

The specialist, who prefer- 
red not to be identified, said 
the press has an important 
message to deliver to the 
public, and “it is up to the 
media to be more responsible 
and mature in using the free- 
dom they enjoy.” 

He blamed the newspaper 
that published the interview 
with the suspect and the pic- 
tures of the boy’s body, 
saying that publishing such 
things certainly does not help 
in luting the society’s moral 
standards, nor was it a public 
service. 

“Children’s rights were 
totally abused and destroyed, 
and the way some media car- 
ried the issue was as bad as 
the crime itself, and it cer- 
tainly did not serve our com- 
munity,” he said. 

Suhair Al Tal, a researcher 
on women’s and children’s 
issues and a former journal- 
ist, also found fault with 
some of the newspaper re- 
ports, saying, “It is important 
for the press to talk about the 
murder,' but they need to 
know how to direct such re- 
ports, since they are dealing 


with various sectors of socie- 
ty-" 

The press concentrated on 
sensationalism rather than 
focusing on the crime itself 
and the delinquency in gener- 
al. 

“This is an offence to the 
whole community because 
they did not take into consid- 
eration that families and chil- 
dren are interested as well,” 
she said. 

Ms. Al Tal said the tough- 
est task she faced after the 
publishing of the story was 
how to answer her eight-year- 
old daughter's question: 
“What does T have sex five 
times a day' mean?” referring 
to a front page headline quot- 
ing the murder suspect. 

Sociologist Suleiman 
Sweiss, who edits a weekly 
feature page on human rights 
in Al Shaab daily, focused on 
the statements allegedly 
made by tbe suspect in the 
Shihan interview. 

Mr. Sweiss said the inter- 
view revealed several impor- 
tant hidden issues in the soci- 
ety, which were shocking to 
many people. 

In the interview, the sus- 
pect allegedly said “I have 
sex when I want with anyone 
I can lay a hand on in the 
streets or in prostitution 
houses — you know the 
country is full of these 
things.” 

“These statements, along 
with others :ouch every pa- 
rent and anyone who has a 
sense of parenthood.” 

Mr. Sweiss called on the 
authorities to take strict ac- 
tion against such conduct, 
and called for implementing 
legislation resulting from the 
conference on children's 
rights held in Jordan last 
May. 

“There needs to be legal 
protection for abused chil- 


dren, and a strong punish- 
ment for the abusers,” Mr. 
Sweiss told the Jordan Tunes. 

Ms. Khader said that this 
experience has proved that 
specialised educational prog- 
rammes are needed for pa- 
rents and children on ways to 
protect themselves. 

She said the JWU is plan- 
ning to hold an eulogy in 
memory of Lo'ai and will 
organise lectures for women 
in the Zarqa area on their 
rights, with the aim of en- 
couraging them to stand up 
and complain if they are 
abused by their husbands. 

“If the suspect’s wife stood 
up and announced what was 
really going on in her bouse 
we would not have to deal 
with this issue.” 

Ms. Al Tal suggested that 
the crime resulted from com- 
plex relations in the Jorda- 
nian society which caused a 
malfunction in some families. 

“It seems that there is 
some malfunctioning in some 
families in the Kingdom and 
it is manifested in the way 
parents approach their chil- 
dren, educationally and on 
tbe sexual education level,” 
she said. 

Meanwhile, the Ministry of 
Sodal Development special- 
ist said the ministry is plan- 
ning to conduct a special 
study on this case, in addi- 
tion, he stud it was going to 
concentrate on studying Zar- 
qa dry as an individual case, 
because there is population 
density with large families, 
and an increasing number of 
school drop-outs and family 
disintegrations in that area. 

According to Dr. Rifai, 
“we need to understand how 
our society produced a per- 
son like that... how many 
people are like that., we need 
a sodal study of this issue are 
its sodal perspectives." 



said to reveal year-old assassination plots 


By a Jordai 
Staff 


AMMAN — Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam MajaliJwbo was 
!tben head of Jordan delega- 
tion to peace talks tfh 'Israel, 
-mid several Palestuian peace 
-negotiators were ragetted in 
Assassination plots by an ex- 
tremist group mem than one 
year ago, sources aid Friday. 
- -The sources sa* tbe plots, 
which appeared lot to have 
been given finalshape, were 
■revealed by susppts during in- 
terrogation relied to a series 
of blasts and 8*ttmpted bomb- 
ings in Amma/ and Zarqa in 
'■January and. 'February this 
. -year. 

Most of tie 23 suspects, ex- 
pected to t> formally charged 
and tried af the State Security 
Court late' this month, are 
believed t> be ex-volunteers 
'who foujht alongside the 
' A fghan resistance during their 
1980-90 battle against the 
Soviet miitary intervention in 
Afghan&an. 

"They ac turned home fouow- 
ing the disintegration of tbe 
.so-called Arab Afghan group 
after the Soviet agreement to 
quit Afghanistan in 1989. 

. The soirees, who spoke on 
• condition jof anonymity, said 
.the investigations also involved 


Osama Al Laden, a Saudi mil- 
lionaire of Yemeni origin, who 
is suspected of financing “Arab 
Afghans” to carry out subver- 
sion in Egypt and Yemen. 

Bnt the sources said details 
were sketchy of any direct in- 
volvement by Mr. Laden in the 
bombings and plots in Jordan, 
bnt it was found during raves-/ 
tigations that the Arab 
group had received 
from abroad. 

“They had their own 
resources, but used to 
frequent foreign visitors 
financed them further,’' 
the source. “The role of; 
ma Al Laden, if at all thee was 
one, was not of the uatme that 
was described in th? local 
press.” The source deefined to 
elaborate. '? / 

Some reports hare Suggested 
that Mr. Laden fad the mas- 
termind behind tieiabotage in 
Jordan and wasiq direct con- 
tact with some ff/the suspects 
in the case. 

The Yemeni government ac- 
cuses Mr. Lacta of being the 
Fi fing and Chancier behind a 
spate of bon bin gs and has 
sought help jom the Interna- 
tional Polio Organisation (In- 
terpol) to arest him. Similarly, 
tbe Egypian government is 
also in pusuit of the man, who 
it accuse- of financing extrem- 
ist Musi® groups wagjng a war 


against the government of 
President Hosni Mubarak. 

(Most Arab Afghans are be- 
lieved to be fiercely- anti- 
yiestem and are vehement 
opponents of the 28*maatb-ohi 
AJ.S. -backed Arab- Israeli, 
'peace' process launched in 
Spun. 

The sources declined to con- 
firm or deny whether the sus- 
pects, who are expected to be 
charged with “carrying out and 
plotting terrorist activities” 
and “illegal possession of ex- 
plosives,” would face addition- 
al charges in connection with 
the assassination plots against 
Dr. Majali and- others. 

One source said: “Some of 
tbe suspects revealed during 
questioning that they planned 
to stage an attack against Dr. 
Majali, but it seems that the 
plot did not get off beyond the 
planning stage.” 

According to the source, tbe 
suspects had planned to pose 
as journalists and seek an in- 
terview with Dr. Majali and 
attack him daring the inter- 
view. “No contacts were made 
to arrange an appointment for 
the interview, according to the 
soroects,” said the source. 

Similarly, tbe suspects also 
told interrogators that they 
planned to plant bombs in the 
hotel rooms of Palestinian de- 


legates to the peace talks with 
Israel. “They planned to enlist 
lhe help of an employee at the 
hotel where the delegates stay 
during, timra transit? through 
Jordan\a ; sma^eMb 
mg, Jpe , s?iicL were revela- 

tions by the suspects in deten- 
tion. "They wanted the hotel 
employee to help plant bombs 
in the delegates’ hotel rooms.” 

Again, tbe plot did not get 
off the ground beyond plan- 
ning among the group’s mem- 
bers, according to the source. 
No immediate explanation was 
available why tbe suspects 
froze the alleged plots. 

Tbe 23 suspects m custody 
were filtered from dozens who 
were rounded up after the Jan. 
26 bombing at Amman’s down- 
town Rivoli cinema and the 
Feb. 2 blast at Zarqa’s Salwa 
movie house as well as the 
discovery of primed explosives 
at another Amman movie 
house and a supermarket. 

Nine people were injured in 
the explosions. One of them, a 
plumber identified as Eid Jaha- 
leeu and a resident of the 
Beqaa refugee camp outside 
Amman, lost his limbs in the 
Zarqa bombing, which went 
awry when the bomb exploded 
prematurely. 

Mr. Jahaieen confessed to 
police from his hospital bed 


that he had planted the bomb 
upon tbe instigation of another 
man, who was identified as 
Mohammad Shehadeh, a con- 
struction equipment salesman 
describc<lis,yii' Arab Afghan. 

The opnfes^qp’ ppd other 
dues available to police led to 
the arrest of Mr. Shehadeh as 
well as other suspects. 

Six of the suspects confessed 
to tbe bombings and attempted 
blasts and reenacted the 
attacks at the actual sites, the 
sources confirmed, adding that 
the sprawling Housing Bank 
complex was among the build- 
ings targetted for bombing by 
the group. 

In 1992, members of a group 
calling itself “Jeish Moham- 
mad (Mohammad’s army)” 
and made up mostly of Arab 
Afghans were accused and 
tried for a series of attacks and 
attempted plots against night- 
dubs, videocassette shops, li- 
quor stores, government offi- 
cials. diplomats and security 
personnel. 

Eighteen of them were con- 
victed and sentenced. Eight, 
induding two in absentia, were 
sentenced to death. The death 
penalties of the six who were 
physically present in court dur- 
ing the trial were later com- 
muted to life sentences by His 
Majesty King Hussein. 
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HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


Bonn to help 'ease' Impact of ssictions Hktttq to replace imvJordnisiivorien in certain fields 

AQABA (Petra) — German Nmister of 
: Labour Norbert Blfim said that Gnnany will 
. work within the context of the Urt^d Nations 
to ease the negative impact to “ ie 

sanctions imposed on Iraq since ts 1990 mva- 
.sion of Kuwait. Tbe German. master, who 
Thursday conducted a severally visit to the 
Kingdom, said he hoped tht the advene 
effects of the Gulf crisis on .wdan waL soon 
-disappear, pointing to the gra- losses inflicted 
on the country as a result of of ra® 

'-inspecting Aqaba-bound shi* by U.S. enfor- 
'cers of the embargo. The 
1 was Wednesday received b'His Majesty King 
Hussein, said Germany wa^eenly mterestedin 
the Middle East peace pnfss* noting that the 
success of the process woi^ be a success to the 
whole world, taking m« consideration the 
importance of the region/he German minister 
■ visited several touristic ad archaeological sites 

’ in Jordan before endings 
■off at Aqaba airport by *bour Minister Khaied 

.'GFhzawL 

Health minister retursfrom Cairo meeting Youth centre gets foundation stone 

•&-AMMAN (Petra) -Health Mj^er Abdul 
■1: Rahim Malhas Fritf returned home after 
;» heading Joidan’s delation to tbe matings of 
' the Arab Health Misters Come * I which cot- 
„duded in Cairo Th»*Jay- Dr. 

:. council tfiscussed ^ong other rssaesi *e i M 
. draft of a docuraet on the 
n ^developing health ;rvices and beaJtho>n&- 

“*■ twos in the israroceupied tei ntoi o«. 

- At the meeting he said, the head ot the 
r -Palestinian Red «*s and 
ty landed Jordan supP? rt fQT 
1 lie territories. V ^mistersmd foecorol has 
'announced a nation of $180,000 fortte 
hiidutiMi r rtwo health centres m occupied 

. .L_ /Lum Ctnfl 


AQABA (Petra) — Labour Minister Khaied 
Ghzawi Friday said the mimstxy is planning to 
replace non-Jordanians working in the fields of 
medicine, engineering, administration and cler- 
ical fields, accounting and driving with Jorda- 
nian job seekers. In an interview with the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, Mr. Ghzawi said 
this step is aimed at organising the local labour 
market, a measure which is essential in the 
battle against unemployment, the minister 
added. The ministry’s deicsion was made after 
the completion of a study of the labour market 
winch aimed at identifying characteristics of 
job-seekers. The minister said that the ministry 
is making great efforts to encourage Jordanians 
to work in the agriculture sector, where the 
presence of a non-Jordanian labour force is 
prominent He added that because of the low 
participation of Jordanians in this sector, the 
ministry will continue to depend on non- 
Jordanian labour. 


Jerusalem andh® Gaza Strip- 


MAFRAQ (Petra) — Youth Minister Abdullah 
Oweidai Friday laid the foundation stone of the 
youth centre building here which will be con- 
structed at a cost of JD 200,000. Addressing 
representatives of tbe youth and sports move- 
ment in Mafraq, Dr. Oweidat said the ministry 
Is currently working out a comprehensive plan, 
including fixed criteria governing the establish- 
ment of youth centres to serve local communi- 
ties. He stressed that the ministry gives some 
priority to rural dubs and youth centres. The 
minister also visited the sports 1 compound and 
several .youth dubs in the governorate and 
opened Manshiet Barn Hussein Girls Centre. 
Dr. Oweidat was accompanied by Mafraq 
Governor Quftan Al Mourn ani. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


Tbe following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 

tbe daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 

time and place with the concerned institutions. 

EUROPEAN FILM FESTIVAL 

fr Danish dim entitled “Der Forsomeme Forar” (Stolen 
Spring) at the Royal Cultural Centre on Friday at 5:00 p.m. 

* British film entitled “Howard’s End” at the Royal Cultural 
Centre at 8:00 pan. 

EXHIBITIONS 

Ceramics exhibition by artist Isam Nsdrat at the Royal 
Cultural Centre. 

* Exhibition qf Jordanian herbs at the Royal Cultural Centre. 

fr Flower exhibition entitled “Tbe Flower Bridge Between 
Jordan and Palestine” at Abdul Hameed Shoman Founda- 
tion in Jahal Aman (l(k00 a.m. -6:00 pan.) (Tel. 679166) 

Computer exhibition at the Amman International Auto 
Exhibition. 

V *\l 1 - iMIMlil Ilf 11 I ^ » lii: Ahmed Nawar at Balka’ Art Gallery 
fo Fnhefa (daily from KkOO a.m. to 8:00 pan.) (Td. 720902k 

fr Jordanian-Iraqi contemporary exhibition by over 80 artists 
at Ain Art GaBery in Wadi Saqra (9:30 aju-8:00 p.m.) (TeL 
644451). 

fr Exhibition of -sculptures and dr a w ing s by Jordanian sculp- 
tor Samer Tabbed. Also showing “permanent” exhibition of 
54 Arab contemporary artists at Darai Al Funun of the 
Abdul Hameed Shaman Foundation in Jahal Luweibdeli 
(TeL 643251/2). 

* Bo ok exhibition at the Safeway International. 

* Art exhibition by several Iraqi and Jordanian artists at 
OrfaU Art Gallery (TeL 826932). 


Authorities to make Zarqt!, 
Ruseifa squatters pay for land 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
government is working to set- 
tle the problem of the illegal 
acquisition of state-owned 
land by some inhabitants of 
the Zarqa and Ruseifa re- 
gions, according to state- 
ments by ministers of finance 
and interior Sami Gammoh 
and Salameh Hammad. 

Addressing a public meet- 
ing Thursday in Zazqa, Mr. 
Gammoh said 36 teams from 
the Department of Lands and 
Survey are currently dividing 
and apportioning the lands 
occupied by the squatters 
who, be said, have already 
built homes on them. The 
teams will determine the 
reasonable price of these 
lands to be paid to the state's 
treasury in settlement of the 


issue, he added. 

Thousands of dunums arc 
involved, said Mr. Gammoh, 
adding that by the apportion- 
ment and pricing work would 
be completed on at least the 
lands within tbe Zarqa re- 
gion. 

After appropriate payment 
is made by inhabitants the 
issue of their illegal encroach- 
ment on state-owned proper- 
ty will have ended, said Mr. 
Hammad. 

Both ministers said they 
have instructed municipal 
councils to stop supplying wa- 
ter and other essential ser- 
vices to homes constructed 
on land already surveyed by 
the department, whose own- 
ers failed to pay the land 
prices, as estimated by tbe 


survey teams. 

According to the interior 
minister, tribes inhabiting the 
Zarqa and Ruseifa regions 
have been creating problems 
by their illegal acquisition of 
state-owned land, claiming it 
to be theirs. 

He said that a decision 
taken by the late King Abdul- 
lah m 1945. to allow tribes to 
settle in state-owned land, no 
longer applies because the 
targetted tribes have already 
benefitted from that earlier 
measure and settled in speci- 
fic regions a long time ago. 

That decision, tie added, 
does not entitle any tribe or 
individual citizen to claim 
ownership of state-owned 
land any longer. 


JD 5m private ophthalmological, 
ENT hospital under construction 


By a Jordan Times 

Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Barring any 
obstacles, the first private 
ophthalmologies! and ear, 
nose and threat specialty hos- 
pital in Jordan should be 
operational within one year, 
according to Jamil Qassem 
Nasser, president of the 
Jordanian Ophthalmological 
Society (JOS). 

The Ibn Al Haitham 
Ophthalmological ENT Hos- 
pital being constructed in the 
western suburbs of Amman 
in the vicinity of the Universi- 
ty of Jordan will have a 
57-bed capacity and is de- 
signed to provide high level 
services to patients from Jor- 
dan and the region, as well as 
training to medical students. 
Dr. Nasser told the Jordan 
Tunes Friday. 

The health care establish- 
ment was initially estimated 


to cost JD 1.7 million, but a 
decision by the owners to 
purchase and instal CAT 
(computerised axial tomogr- 
pahy) as well as MRI 
(magnetic resonance imaging 
equipment), has brought the 
cost to at least JD 5 million. 
Dr. Nasser said. 

He said the Applied Scien- 
ces University has as 51 per 
cent share of the equity of the 
enterprise, and local special- 
ists, mostly ophthalmologists, 
own the remaining shares. 

In a ceremony held at the 
building site Thursday. Chief 
Chamberlain Prince Ra'd 
Ben Zeid laid the foundation 
stone for the new hospital. 

The hospital's executive 
manager, Mohammad Saleh 
Nour, said the endeavour is 
the realisation of many spe- 
cialists’ dream. 

The hospital management 
will set up multi-purpose con- 
ference halls, and training 
sections for doctors, and will 


collaborate with international 
ophthalmological institutions 
in Europe and the United 
States, said Dr. Nour. 

President of the Jordanian 
ENT Society Hassan Badran 
addressed the ceremony 
saying that specialists have 
hitherto conducted their op- 
erations in Jordanian hospit- 
als that are not properly 
equipped for ophthalmolo- 
gjcal or ENT treatment, and 
it is hoped that the new hos- 
pital will provide an ideal 
facility for such operations. 

He said the high level 
medical services at the new 
hospital would sharply re- 
duce the drain on hard cur- 
rency spent by Jordanians on 
specialised medical services 
abroad. 

Among those present at 
the ceremony was Ishaq 
Maraqa, president of the 
Jordanian Medical Associa- 
tion (JMA). 


GAA recommends QAIA 
be run as commercial entity 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Civil 
Aviation Authority (CAA) has 
recommended to the govern- 
ment that the Queen Alia In- 
ternational Airport (QAIA) be 
operated on a purely commer- 
cial basis in a bid to reduce 
current operational expenses 
and to pave the way for priva- 
tising the airport at a later 
stage, according to an 
announcement by CAA Direc- 
tor General Ahmad Jweiber. 

The CAA also recom- 
mended that a study be made 
on the feasibility of linking the 
airport with Amman by a rail- 
way, to facilitate grand trans- 


portation, said Mr. Jweiber 
Friday. 

The QAIA was designed to 
accommodate three million 
passengers annually, but it has 
so far been operating at half 
this capacity, said the CAA 
chief. 

He said the CAA has started 
on a five-year-plan to upgrade 
the services of the airport, 
which was inaugurated in 1983, 
and boost its 24-hour services. 

As of the beginning of 1994, 
the CAA began contacts to 
purchase buses to transport 
CAA officials, purchased a 
hydraulic crane for tbe mainte- 


nance services sector and in- 
stalled new meteorology and 
lighting systems for the airport, 
Mr. Jweiber said. 

Currently, the CAA is refur- 
bishing tbe departure and 
rarival terminals and upgrad- 
ing the training of its airport 
staff, added tbe CAA chief. 

Mr. Jweiber said that 18 
Arab and foreign airlines be- 
nefit from the airport’s services 
in addition to Royal Jordanian 
and Arab Wings. 

He said at least four non- 
Jordanian airlines have not yet 
resumed flights to Jordan fol- 
lowing the Gulf crisis. 


ARAB BANK 
New opening at 


Banking services in Khalda 
&Yajouz will begin as of 
Saturday 2 April 1994 


ARAB BANK /Khalda 
P.O.Box 175 Sweileh 
Wasfi Tal Street ( Khalda ) 
Tel : 830651 , 830652 
Fax :830653 


ARAB BANK / Yajouz 
P.O.Box 351 Russeifa 
Yajouz Street-Jabal Shamali.Russeifa 
Tel: 09-952814,09-952815 
Fax:09-952819 
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Evidence for goodwill 

ARAB AND Israeli negotiators wfll this week be Caking 
their seats around the negotiating tables in Washington, 
announcing to the world that the peace talks are back on 
track. 

Not many Palestinians and Arabs will be cheering, 
though. 

The Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) and 
Israel have agreed to return to the negotiations after they 
reached an accord on the deployment of international 
observers in Hebron. No one believes that those obser- 
vers will be able to give Palestinians in the city the 
protection they need. But then no one should have 
expected Israel to agree to more on the Palestinians to 
insist on more; hence the lukewarm support the agree- 
ment has received from Palestinians inside and outside 
the o ccupi e d territori es. 

The only purpose the agreement has saved is to give 
the PLO an excuse to go back to the tofts with the ttusiou 
that the Hood of dozens of Palestinians IdDed bathe Feb. 
25 m assacre did not completely go hi vain. Yet again, 
reaipoBtik and power centres in the UJST. and Israel 
proved that what they., want done gets done. Nothing 
more, less. 

The Hebron massacre was a product of a situation 
which 168 European observers can do Utile to change. An 
ideologically driven settier who befieves the Palestinians 
should be ‘^tr an sferred” w31 have no trouble emptying 
the bullete of his or her nadmegm into unarmed 
Palestinians as Israeli soldien tarn their eyes the other 
way. Of those there are maqy in Hebron. Israel and the 
PLO know that. But Israel Ad not want them oat, the 
PLO could not remove them; and it is passible that at 
some point in the fhtare we wll be counting the death tofl 
of another massacre in the occupied terri to ries. 

Nothing less than a complete evacuation of the settlers 
from ti»e occupied Arab territo r ies will stand a chance of 
removing the fear in which Palestinians Hve. The 
Palestinians and the settlers cannot coexist. This Israel 
has finally said it recognised and this the Arabs have 
always contended. It is tfane therefore that the nego- 
tiators took up this matter seriously and started drafting 
a solution for it. 

But expecting the peace process to address the roots of 
the AnMncD conflict is to presume that Israel 
ge nui n e ly w an t s equitable and real peace In the region. 
For more than two and a half years Israel has been 
demonstra ting the opposite. In Us tafcs with Jordan, for 
BBstance, Israel wants to tou r ism before borders: 

in its talks with Syria it wants to have the Israeli flag 
hoisted on an embass y Nrikting hi Damascus before 
withdr a w in g from the Golan; and in its talks with 
Leban on it wants to set up joint police patrols before 
q witting L ebanese t e r ritori es. 

US. President B&l Cttnton can afford to be pleased 
about the r esumpti on of the talks because H seems tint 
for Mm they me a goal fat themselves. But for the 
Palestinians and other Arabs who have to live with the 
cons equences of Israel's intransigence, the headlines 
have Ktk appeaL 

It Is not that we do not be&eve in the peace process; it is 
that we cannot trust that the Israelis have changed the 
mentality of the occupier. For farad to be beBeved, it has 
to produce evidence of Its good Mentions and commit- 
ment to hon ou r ab le peace. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

THE UNITED States did not only abandon the role of 
mediator in the Middle East peace process, bat also went back 
on its pledge to play the role of full partner to help the Arabs 
and the Israelis reach peace, said Sawt AJ Shaab daily. At the 
same time, the U.S. administration has kept the pressure on 
the Arab parties to conclude separate peace treaties with 
Israel at any cost, the paper noted. In the case of Jordan, the 
U.S. administration has kept the siege on Aqaba and in the 
past few months intensified the inspection procedures to take 
revenge on the Kingdom for its refusal of a proposal presented 
to His Majesty King Hussein during his last trip to the United 
States to conclude a separate treaty with the Jewish state, the 
paper pointed out. Furthermore, the U.S. administration has 
been encouraging the Israeli government to purcue its atroci- 
ties and has continued to provide it with protection at the U.N. 
Security Council, h added. Washington's success in forcing the 
Paltstinians to sign the Sept. 13 deal in Washington, said the 
daily, has encouraged the Americans to try their band with 
Jordan, hoping, through the continued pressure on its eco- 
nomy, that the Jordanian leaders would succumb to the 
U.S.-lsraeli alliance and its humiliating terms for peace. 

A COLUMNIST in Al Ra'i daily criticised the performance of 
the serving Cabinet ministers, describing them as unfit for 
their job and its serious responsibilities. The ministers are kind 
mid gentle personalities who give nice words to the public, but 
are unable to take serious steps in the course of handling the 
affairs of administration, said Bass&m Emoush. The writer 
said Jordan is in 1 need Sf ministers who are able to put forth 
feasible plans to help die country rid itself of the debts, deal 
with unemployment and poverty and enhance the true sense of 
democracy, we want a strong government that would refuse 
the Zionist formula of a peace settlement, grant the public 
more freedom, announce and implement austerity program- 
mes and handle public tasks more efficiently, demanded the 
writer. Apart from the prime minister, who is quite capable of 
handling government business tactfully, the rest of the Cabinet 
members are, in the views of the majority of the public, unable 
to rise to the level of responsibility they should bear, claimed 
the writer. He said that the ministers have proved their 
incompetence in all their dealings with the Lower House of 
Parliament, in almost all issues of public interest. 


Jordanian Perspective 


By Dr. Musa Keilani 


‘A difference here or a difference 
there does make a difference’ 


TWO WEEKS after the United Nations Security Council 
passed a resolution condemning the massacre of dozens of 
Palestinians at Hebron’s Al Ibrahimi Mosque, Israel and the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) have agreed to 
resume their autonomy negotiations following the endorse- 
ment of an accord providing for protection for Palestinians 
living in the occupied West Bank town. 

It was a foregone conclusion, however, that the two sides 
would not fail to reach agreement since both, for reasons of 
their own, have no choice but to pursue negotiations, massacre 
or no massacre. The latest agreement, reached in Cairo on 
Thursday, reemphasised this point. 

On the credit side of the Palestinians in the accord there is 
only one point and a very important point at that: for the first 
time since Israel occupied the West Bank and the Gaza Strip in 
1967, an international observer force will take up points in a 
West Bank town. Symbolic as it is, the move is historic in that 
it represents an international recognition of the status of the 
territories as occupied. 

It is difficult to assess how the reaffirmation of this point 
would serve the ultimate cause of establishing an independent 
Palestinian state. But it fits in somewhere in the legal aura of 
the conflict and the applicability of international law. 

But Israel has meanwhile managed to score another point, 
and that is more foreboding for the Palestinian cause. For ail 
practical and technical purposes, the terms of reference for 
ongoing Israeli-Palestinian negotiations have been established 
by the Oslo agreement, not United Nations Security Council 
resolutions 242 and 338. Those resolutions come into play in 
the so-called final status negotiations as stipulated in the Oslo 
accord, but the reality on the ground in the occupied 
territories is a major hurdle in foreseeing a fair and just 
solution based on these resolutions. 

Thursday's Cairo agreement leaves one major gap. It falls to 
address the question of the presence of Jewish settlers in the 
heart of Hebron. Although numbering less than 500, these 
heavily armed and army-protected settlers are a major 
challenge to hopes that the accord has put, once and for all, 
the situation back to normal in Hebron. 

The presence of settlers in Hebron is a perfect recipe for 
trouble. Unless they are removed, we could expect to see 
more Goldsteins coming out of them and more massacres 
perpetrated against the Palestinians. 

Israel steadfastly maintained one point throughout the 
Cairo negotiations related to protecting Palestinians in Heb- 
ron in the wake of the Feb. 25 mosque massacre: that the 
removal of settlers is an “internal Israeli issue" and the PLO 
had no business in the affair. Augmenting the Israeli stand was 
the fact that Hebron is not part of the Palestinian autonomous 


territories envisaged under the Oslo agreement. 

Hie differences over the interpretations as well as the 
realities that prompt a totally new look at the Oslo accord, 
particularly the clauses which relate to the future of Israeli 
settlements in the occupied territories, are going to be a 
permanent feature of all further Israel-PLO negotiations and 
the implementation of the agreement itself. The Oslo accord 
might better be called an Israeli-Israeli agreement since it 
relegates Palestinian concerns and gives more attention to 
arrangements that are aimed at pacifying Israelis themselves 
who oppose any return of territory to the Palestinians. 

If anything, the government of Yitzhak Rabin is now more 
worried about the safety and security of the PLO leadership 
than of the people who live in Hebron or elsewhere in the 
occupied territories to ensure that the Oslo accord gets off the 
ground since the Israeli leaders have got what they wanted in 
writing from the Palestinians and they are anxious to ensure 
that a final deal is signed on Palestinian autonomy before 
anything happens to the PLO leadership. 

Quite simply, the net outcome of the peace process in the 
Israeli-Palestinian track so far does not look at all good for the 
Palestinians in the occupied territories to realise their dreams 
of a life in dignity and freedom to exercise self-determination. 

That does not mean that we Jordanians, are moving away 
from supporting the Oslo accord. For ns here, the accord 
represents a decision taken by the leaders of the sole 
legitimate representative of the Palestinian people and we are 
committed to respecting the decisions of that leadership. It is 
the Palestinians who have to bear the consequences of those 
decisions. 

But the fact that we in Jordan also have to bear part of the 
repercussions of those decisions, as we have been doing over 
the last four or five decades, gives us a right to point out what 
is wrong and what is right. And that is why we have been 
complaining that the state of coordination between Jordan and 
die PLO leaves a lot to be desired; starting from the Oslo 
accord itself and the negotiations that followed it in Taba, 
Paris, Cairo. Oslo and a multitude of other places and the 
surprising way Resolution 904 was handled at the United 
Nations Security Council. We are being briefed after the fait 
accompli and then we have to adjust positions and adopt 
measures accordingly. Definitely coordination is not the name 
that we would give to that kind of a relationship. 

To say that Jordanian-Palestinan relations and coordination 
should be disturbed by a “difference here or a difference 
there" looks excellent on paper. But the reality is that “a 
difference here or a difference there" does make a big 
difference in the context of Jordan's options and negotiating 
strategies with Israel as well as the internal situation of the 
Kingdom. 


THE WEEK IN PRINT 


Blockade on Aqaba: ‘enough is enough’ 


Jordan’s firm stand with re- 
gard to the siege on the port 
of Aqaba, die Middle East 
question and the peace talks 
with Israel as well as a host of 
domestic issues acquired sun- 
pie coverage in the Jordanian 
press in the past week. 

Describing the siege of 
Aqaba as an act of piracy on 
the part of Washington and 
its satellites. Tareq Masar- 
weh said that the U.N. Secur- 
ity Council has never issued 
any resolution imposing the 
blockade on the Jordanian 
port. 

To date, 1.700 ships have 
been intercepted and turned 
away for no justification at all 
on' the part of the U.S. Navy 
stationed in the Gulf, said the 
columnist who writes for Al 
Ra'i daily. 

How can Washington ex- 
pect us to believe that it 
wants to establish peace in 
our region while it pursues an 
economic war through the 
blockade on our port? asked 
the writer. 

It is not true, added the 
writer, that the United 
States' blockade on Aqaba is 
meant to prevent goods from 
reaching Iraq because no 
U.S. Navy patrols the shore 
and the ports of Syria, Tur- 
key and Iran. He said that the 
blockade is clearly intended 
to intimidate Jordan and 
force it to accept the U.S.- 
Israeh formula for a settle- 
ment. 

Sawt Al Shaab daily de- 
scribed King Hussein's deci- 
sion to link the Kingdom's 
resumption of talks with. 
Israel to the lifting of the 
embargo on the port city as a 
very brave and courageous 
stand. 

Following repeated com- 
plaints to Washington about 
the siege on Aqaba, the U.S. 
administration promised it 
.would examine the situation 
but it did nothing to lift the 
siege, said the daily. 

The United Stares kept the 
siege, added the paper, de- 
spite its knowledge that the 
Kingdom was abiding by the 
sanctions on Iraq and was 
participating most positively 
in the peace process. 

It was after prolonged pati- 
ence that Jordan has finally 
decided that enough is 
enough, regarding the siege 
on its port, said Al Dustour 
daily. This blockade on 
Aqaba has lasted for years 
for no reason except to cause 
losses to the Jordanian eco- 
nomy. said the paper. In- 
deed, the blockade has 
caused the country dearly, 
adding to its losses resulting 
from the Gulf crisis, added 
the paper. 

It is unreasonable and un- 
acceptable by any standard 
and under any excuse to see. 
the blockade on Aqaba con- 
tinue and Aqaba bound ships 
inspected or turned away, said 


Reviewed by Elia NasraUab 


Sultan Al Hattab, a col- 
umnist in. T ^l Ra’i daily. 

Jordan’s final complaint, 
which was delivered by the 
King to the ambassadors of 
the five U.N. Security Coun- 
cil permanent members was 
the last diplomatic resort to 
ensure the lifting of the 
blockade, he said. 

A total of 1,700 ships have 
been intercepted but none 
was proved to be carrying any 
goods destined for Iraq, said 
the writer. Jordan's firm 
stand was timely and its voice 
should be heard by the world 
community which must act to 
end the injustice, said the 
writer. 

Mahmoud Rimawi. 
another Al Ra’i columnist, 
noted that Washfaigton was 
exercising pressure on the 
Arab parties to d>e~ peace 
talks to succumb to Israel’s 
wishes. # 

Washington keeps Syria on 
the list of countries encourag- 
ing terrorism, bans travel by 
American citizens to Leba- 
non and maintains a siege on 
the port of Aqaba; in addi- 
tion, it does not recognise the 
PLO as the sole legitimate 
representative of the Palesti- 
nian people, said the writer. 
This policy, he said, is clearly 
intended to influence the 
course of the peace process. 

Al Ra’i Arabic daily dis- 
cussed the Palestine issue, 
noting that the signing in 
Cairo by the PLO and Israel 
of an agreement for the de- 
ployment of international 
observers in Hebron was not 
sufficient to prevent violence. 

While signing the deal, 
Israel has announced that it 
retains the responsibility of 
security in .the city, which 
means the observers would 
not be able to do anything to 
save the civilian population 
from the settlers, said the 
paper. 

As long as the Jewish set- 
tlers exist in the city and as 
long as the Israeli authorities 
can bring in troops and im- 
pose curfew on. Hebron, 
there can be no peace for the 
Arab population, said the 
daily. 

Mohammad Kawash, a col- 
umnist in A) Dustour, said 
the deployment of .Palesti- 
nian police in Hebron can 
solve no problem at all as 
long as Israel retains the up- 
per hand in the security ques- 
tion. 

The writer suggested that 
the PLO demand that Heb- 
ron be added to Jericho and 
Gaza m enjoying foil auton- 
omy rule as a first step to- 
wards a final solution. He 
also demanded that real in- 
ternational protection be pro- 
vided to the local population 
and the end of foe Jewish 


presence in the city of Heb- 
ron to prevent friction with 
foe Arabs. 

Criticising Washington’s 
stand vb-a-vfa the city of 
Jerusalem, as was explicit in 
the voting on the status of 
Jerusalem at the U.N. Secur- 
ity Council, Mahmoud Rima- 
wi said that the United States 
harbours ill intentions. 

Arab and Islamic countries 
should follow in the footsteps 
of the Vatican, which 
announced that Israel’s 
annexation of foe Holy City 
would serve as an obstacle in 
the path of peace and should 
copy the example of the Arab 
American societies whicb 
were prompt to protest the 
American stand vis-a-vis foe 
city, as was manifested in 
council Resolution 904, de- 
manded the writer. 

A columnist in Sawt Al 
Shaab daily criticised, the 
Arab League which met last 
week in Cairo at the foreign 
ministers level because foe 
agenda contained an item re- 
quiring them to discuss the 
lifting of the Arab boycott 
against Israel. 

It is most shameful for the 
Arab League to put on its 
agenda such a matter and 
ignore the sanctions imposed 
on Iraq and Libya and foe 
blockade imposed by foe Un- 
ited States on foe port of 
Aqaba, sard Salameh 
Ekour. 

Echoing the same time, 
Tareq Masarweh said that it 
was the foreign minister of 
Syria alone condemning the 
Arab League's agenda and 
stressing the fact that the 
Arab Nation would never 
end foe boycott as long as 
Israel continues to occupy 
Arab lands. 

There is no need for the 
Arabs to have tui Arab 
League that acts against Arab 
Nation's interests and it is 
better for the Arabs to 
announce foe demise of a 
club which tends to harm 
their national interests, said 
the writer. 

He said that the Arabs 
ought to discuss ending foe 
blodcade on Iraq before con- 
templating any friendly ges- 
ture towards Israel. 

Samir Qitami, a columnist 
in Sawt Al Shaab. described 
as ridiculous a statement by 
President Cttnton that the 
regime of Saddam Hussein 
constituted a serious threat to 
America’s national security. 

Out of hatred towards foe 
Arabs and Muslims, Mr. 
Ointon has announced that 
he would maintain the 
embargo on Iraq to kill more 
women and children because 
the Iraqi regime has not rec- 
ognised foe sheikhdom of 
Kuwait yet, said the writer. . 


He asked how the regime 
in Baghdad could pose a' 
threat to America at a time 
when it has no weapons and 
.its people are dying of starva- 
tion. 

Hosni Ayesh, a columnist 
in Al Ra'i, decried foe stand 
of the International Par- 
liamentary Union (IPU), 
whicb recently convened in 
Paris, for fsflng to come to 
the support cf the Iraqi peo- 
ple who demand an end to 
foe embargo and the Palesti- 
nians who demand protection 
against terrorism. 

The writer said that world 
parliaments which are sup- 
posed to be steering their 
governments' policies have 
proved to be acting in these 
governments' pay and im- 
plementing their instructions. 

A columnist in Al Dustour 
daily drew attention to the 
fact that crime is on the in- 
crease in Jordan, calling 
attention to foe need for 
speedy action to stem its 
roots. Mohammad Subeihi 
said that we have to sound 
the alarm to make the social 
organisations in the country 
wake up to the fact that 
criminality is spreading wide, 
calling on them to act now 
before it is too late. The 
writer said that the murder of 
a child in Zarqa should serve 
as a warning that more crimes 
coukl happen. 

Mohammad Daoud, a col- 
umnist in Al Dustour, said 
that as foe government is 
contemplating developing the 
higher education system in- 
die country, it ought to link it 
to foe local market needs. 

The writer said that com- 
munity colleges and universi- 
ties should turn their atten- 
tion to training students in 
vocational rather than 
academic programmes, as foe 
country is in bad need of 
construction and working 
people rather than academi- 
cians who remain unem- 
ployed and unable to contri- 
bute to the construction of 
foe country. 

Sultan Al Udwan, a col- 
umnist in Al Dustour, said 
that while the Israefis are 
takfaig steps to develop the 
western coast at the Dead Sea, 
do similar programmes are 
fwrtrmptacd for the eastern 
coast. 

The writer said that tens of 
thousands of people vaca- 
tioning in Jordan crowd the 
shores of foe Dead Sea on 
Fridays, but they find no 
proper facilities to serve 
them. The same can be said 
with regard to Jerash and 
other tourist attractions, said 
the writer. 

He demanded that the con- 
cerned authorities take steps 
to set up hotels', chalets and- 
other essential utilities to 
help boost foe tourism indus- 
try in the Kingdom. 
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WASHINGTO 
ton admimsrratio 
ble plan to end 
crisis. It rests on 
northern part c 
region and Ko 
southern. Success 
minate the war in 
and deter war in 
In foe north, thetaispute 
between Serbs and Crats for a 
suitable place under tli post- 
Yugoslavia sun is centrl But 
foe Serb-Croat-Muslim jrug- 

gle in Bosnia, terrible as i\s. is 
politically secondary art is 
under active and so far 
erative diplomatic treat 
by Washington and Mosct 
The primary Serb-Croat * 
na lies in Serb-peopled. S 
held Krajina, inside Croatii 
Krajina Serbs demam 
sovereignty. But that wouU . 
dismember Croatia. The 
answer is very broad autonomy 
for foe Krajina Serbs. 


their position is. Their Russian . 
friends will have to bring them 

around. - *• 

Muslims are wary too. In 
Kosovo they are linked ethni-. 
cally to Muslims in Macedonia, 
Albania proper and beyond.. 
To many Kosovans, autonomy 
looks pale in the gathering 
glow of Albanian ethnic pas- 
sion. But here, in Albanian as 
well as Serbian ambition, lies 
the danger of widening the war 
outside the old Yugoslavia. 
Greece is making its own pro- 
vocative contribution. This 
fuse cannot be left hissing. 

Does the Two-K Autonomy 
Model 1994 Peace Plan seem 
too simple? Any effective plan 
must be simple enough to be 
agreed on and implemented by 
cautious politicians. It must tfl; 
understood and supported by' 
inattentive publics. Close read- 
ers will recognise the debt this 
plan owes to the communique 


“It is unrealistic tdexpect the diplo- 
mats to do more tha&tidy up an awful 
mess . A moral reckonhg will have to be 
left to individual warcrimes prosecu- 
tions. A modest polit\al compromise 
now needs no apologii 
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In the southern Balkans, 
ethnic Albanians, who are 
Muslims, are -at centre stage. 
Their connection with other 
parties is difficult. The most 
explosive location is Kosovo, 
where sovereign Serbia harshly 
represses a large Albanian 
majority. Kosovo's Albanians 
call themselves, “the Republic 
of Kosovo" and, though they 
are careful about use of the 
provocative word “sovereign- 
ty." that plainly describes their 
goal. But that would dismem- 
ber Serbia. The answer is 
broad autonomy for Kbsovo's 
Muslim Albanians. 

There you have what might 
be called foe Two-K Auton- 
omy Model 1994 Peace Plan. 
Krajina 1 and Kosovo hold foe 
keys to a regional settlement. 
The same fair, symmetrical 
and principled prescription ap- ' 
plies to both. 

One principle is preservation 
of foe formal sovereignty of 
existing states and rejection of 
the forceful change of national 
Orders. The other principle is 
protection for endangered 
ethnic groups in those states. 
Autonomy is a status that can 
slide between a looser confed- 
eration and a tighter federa- 
tion. It is not magic, but it is 
better than anything else on 
foe board. 

There are, of course, objec- 
tions to this. You can already 
hear protecting Serbs, then- 
nerves strained by suspicions 
of an Amkrican-Russian 
squeeze 6n\their maximal 
Greater S^rlua aspirations. 
They crave setf-determination 
for Serbs in Khjina. But they 
wish to deny self- 
determination b Muslims in 
Kosovo. They \>ant it both 
ways. 

Serbs may not Vet be ready 
to acknowledge hoy untenable 
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7ashingtonfora 
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an awformessi A moral reck- 
oning wj have to be left to 
individuf, war crimes prosecu- 
tions. A hodest political com- 
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Finally, «ou will say, all this 
could haw. been done long 
before. Bu a year ago cir- 
cumstances veren’t right. The 
battle of Bcsnja was still on, 
keeping the pWies from focus- 
ing on Krajiia The possibili- 
ties of explonbn in Kosovo 
were insufficiently appreci- 
ated. Russia haonot yet come 
forward to joiri\the United 
States in claiming! piece of foe 
action. The two If them are 
forcing the pace toon clients 
who appear ready tl have their 
arms twisted a bit. 

The basic idea of 
to let democratic 
place force to the e: 
ble without further 
not bring back the deld, but 
could limit the fiituri toll 
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Police 

(Continued from page l) 

“PfPWf^rSi” said head of the 
Palestinian police force in Jor- 
dan General Mohammad Qud- 
sieh. 

Policemen with medical and 
engineering experience would 
be among the first batch to 
®nter tile occupied territories, 
Gen. Qndsieh said. 

A gradual withdrawal by 
Israel beginning April 12 and 
ending April 30 is expected to 
nm parallel to the entry of 
most of fre 7,000 policemen. 

Logistically there may be 
some delay, but the policemen 
in Jordan, Yemen and Egypt 
are ready at any time,” said the 
Amman based FLO official. 

U 0ui main aim is trying to 
give the people under occupa- 
tion a sense of security,” Mr. 
Kanafani said, “A timetable 
and numbers are irrelevant. 
What is important is that peo- 
ple will feel free to work, pray 
and walk around without the 
fear of being killed by set- 
tiers,” he added 

“There are various dimen- 
sions to this ” added Mr. 
Kanafani. “There are the de- 
portees, the prisoners, security 
issues, withdrawal and the be- 
ginning of the take-over by the 
Palestinian authority.” 

Responding to reports that 
Mr. Arafat would enter the 
occupied territories in mid- 
May, the president’s spokes- 
man said: “That will be up to 
him and will depend on the 
situation.” 

Hebron force 

(Con tinned from page 1) 
security. 

“When they are operating,” 
he said, “in their surroundings 
will be Israeli forces who will 
be responsible for security and 
they are the ones who will keep 

The Gaza-Jericho talks re- 
sume on Sunday in Cairo but 
Mr. Rabin’s spokesman Oded 
Ben-Ami said on Friday the 
PLO had requested a delay in 
reconvening the economic por- 
tion of the self-rule negoti- 
tions. 

“This is my understanding, 
that the economic talks are not 
going to resume on Sunday — 
this is from the Palestinian 
side. We are ready for them to 
resume,” Mr. Ben-Ami said. 

He spoke to Reuters after 
Mr. Rabin met with Israeli 
peace negotiators and held 
talks with Leaders of the par- 
liamentary opposition at then- 
request 

Mr. Rabin, in an interview 
published in the newspaper 
Davar on Friday, reiterated 
that Israel would not open 
discussions now with the PLO 
on a final peace settlement 

He said both sides had to 
stick to the terms of their peace 
deal which set an interim five- 
year period of setf-Tule and put 
off for several years discussions 
on permanent borders, Jewish 
settlements and Jerusalem. 

He said talks at tins stage on 
a permanent solution would 
freeze the peace process. 

“If we bejpn to deal with the 
permanent settlement today 
the problems of Jerusalem, set- 
tlements and borders will be 
raised,” Davar quoted Mr. 
Rabin as saying. 

Israeli Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres said meanwhile that 
Israel hoped for speedy nego- 
tiations on Palestinian self-rule 
in the Gaza Strip and Jericho 
now that agreement had been 
• reached on foreign observers 
for Hebron. 

Mr. Peres told Israel Radio 
he thought an agreement on 
Israel’s withdrawal from Gaza 
and Jericho could be, signed 
around the original target date 
for the pullout’s completion, 
April 13. ... 

But he said: "If again they 
(the PLO) begin to insist on all 
sorts of details then it will take 
time. I very much hope tht also 
the Palestinian side tins time 
will lend its hand to speedy and 
sensible negotiations.” 

Both Israel and the PLO 
want to implement swiftly the 
Gaza-Jericho accord signed in 
September. Security differ- 
ences delayed the scheduled 
Dec. 13 starting date and both 
sides fear mounting Arab- 
Israeli violence could scupper 
the deal. 

Mr. Peres dubbed ‘bystenc- 
ai" Israeli right-wing criticism 
of the unprecedented deploy- 
ment of foreign observers m 
Hebron. 

He said their presence was 
not a precedent but part of the 
“very heavy price” Israel was 
paying for the Hebron mas- 
sacre. ■ . 

‘ No date has been set for the 
deployment of the 160 obser- 
ver, but under Thursdays 
agreement the way is open for 
them to go to Hebron as early 
as next week. 

Israeli security sources said 
on Friday the army might call 
op more reserve forces to con- 
tinue increased protection for 
the 450 Israelis living in Heb- 
ron. 


Insects — a new fact of agriculture 


By Jean Cbabrier 

Since time immemorial, insects 
have been the fanner’s bane. 
All over the planet, depending 
on the region and the year, the 
devastating activities of insects 
have laid waste to whole fields 
of crops and brought about 
misery and famine. From 1942- 
43, the invention of DDT pre- 
sented a chemical solution and 
hosts of insecticides, fungicides 
and pesticides were invented. 
These became apparently in- 
creasingly effective and were 
used without restraint. In the 
80s, it had to be admitted that 
noi only did their uncontrolled 
use result in ecological disas- 
ters. but that increasing num- 
ber of species developed im- 
munity to these products. 

Numerous research -projects 
in the world, and particularly 
in France by INRA (the 
National Agronomic Research 
Institute), offer a new proce- 
dure, based on a rational-study 
of the biology of insects and 
other predators, which destroy 
crops. These new means have 
proved to be highly effective 
and “intellectually” satisfac- 
tory. 

First of all, it is important to 
know the enemy (or enemies) 
really well: their way of life, 
their reproduction, their 
habits, etc... This is the work 
of entomologists, biologists 
and other specialists. The 
second stage consists in deter- 
mining, step by step, the ene- 
mies of our enemies. At all 
levels, life is a deadly struggle 
in which the mightiest wins and 
the weakest is eaten by the 
strongest. Each family of living 
beings often has a predator 
which is peculiar to it (e.g. cats 
and rodents). 

The idea is thus to reject The 


thoughtless use of chemical 
products and. on the' contrary, 
to encourage the development' 
of the predator of the species 
one is seeking to destroy. 

Already towards the end of 
the 19th century, the American 
Riley had tried to foster the 
use of ladybirds, the enemies 
of greenfly which destroy 
orchards. But ladybirds are a 
fairly frail species and can only 
operate usefully in very precise 
conditions. 

Great progress has been 
achieved in the last few years 
as revealed in the following 
examples. The pyralis is a 
moth caterpillar which attacks 
maize leaves producing exten- 
sive damage. Its enemy and 
killer is- a tiny fly. the trichog- 
rammida which lays its own 
eggs inside 'the pyralis. On 
hatching, the eggs completely 
devour the caterpillar. Its lar- 
vae then produce other flies 
which will lay their eggs inside 
other pyralis caterpillars. Hus 
chain effect works perfectly 
and the product is marketed 
under the name of TR 16 in the 
form of capsules containing 
trichogrammidae eggs. In 
1991. ten thousand hectares 
were treated in this way with 
complete success. 

It is important, however, 
that the insect which becomes 
our “ally” should be harmless 
and not cause damage in other 
areas through its proliferation. 
Otherwise the consequences of 
the mechanism could be dis- 
astrous. Total vigilance and 
perfect knowledge of the natu- 
ral predator is thus required. 
The TR 16 is completely 
“biodegradable” as the flies 
die as soon as there are no 
more pyralis caterpillars for 
them to lay their eggs in. 

Research is also being car- 


ried out on pheromones and 
these have been widely used in 
orchards in the Rhdne Valley 
and in Bordeaux vineyards for 
15 years. In this case, use is 
being made of a sexual 
weapon. Pheromones are che- 
mical signals given off by 
female butterflies and this 
scent can be picked up 
kilometres away by the males. 
By adding a few drops of diffe- 
rent chemicals, the signals can 
be “scrambled" so that the 
males are no longer able to 
find their female partners and 
there is thus no reproduction. 

Baaeria can also be used in 
the figbr against pests. This is 
particularly the case with the 
thuringiensis bacillus, which is 
the champion in all categories 
and has been written about in 
numerous- scientific publica- 
tions. This bacillus has the 
property of being able to pro- 
duce huge masses of proteins 
which are deadly to larvae. 
Each species of this very big 
family of bacteria has its spe- 
ciality. One of rhem destroys 
the processionary caterpillar, 
another kills pests .destroying 
lucern crops, others rice 
plants, cotton plants, tobacco 
plants, etc... 

In addition to being used as 
biopesticides, insects can also 
serve in tropical medicine. 
Most of these diseases are car- 
ried either by mosquitoes or by 
water-bred larvae. For the lat- 
ter, the thuringiensis bacillus is 
used to kiU the larvae in die 
fight against terrible 
onchocerciasis or river blind- 
ness which is so widespread in 
West Africa. 

A team of French resear- 
chers, working in Cameroon 
under the auspices of the 
World Heahh Organisation, 
has undertaken a vast study 



Ladybirds — very useful ‘ecological’ predators that devour the greenfly which destroy orchards (Photo 


using the sphericus bacillus in 
the north of the country. This 
particular bacterium secretes a 
toxin which is harmless to man 
but deadly for "culex" larvae, 
a mosquito able to bite 300 
times in a single night, which 
among others, carry fUariasis 
and has become resistant to 


insecticides. Not only do 
sphericus barillae destroy the 
larvae, they also outlive the 
females. 

Research is also being car- 
ried out on the anopheles mos- 
quito which carries malaria, a 
disease affecting nearly 300 
million people and one against 


which, over the years, insecti- 
cides and even medicines are 
becoming ineffective. 

Another aspect of these 
methods is the destruction, by 
air. of the illegal coca planta- 
tions in Central America. 

But the use of living organ- 
isms to fight crop pests "and 


by PlUaud-Jacana) 

human diseases is not infalli- 
ble. Sometimes an appropriate 
predator cannot be found or it 
only turns out to be relatively 
successful. In that case, che- 
mical pesticides still have to be 
used, but rationally and under 
strict supervision — L’actualite 
en France. 


Lighter, smaller, cheaper — lofty achievement for satellite phones 


By John Burgess 

WASHINGTON — From his 
room at the Cairo Marriott. 
Gary Flaherty wanted to call 
London. So lie flipped open a 
special briefcase near the win- 
dow and pointed its top at a 
satellite suspended invisibly in 
the southern sky. In a minute 
or two. he had created his awn 
private earth station in /the 
room and was dialing a tele- 
phone stored in the briefcase. 

Satellite telephones have 
suddenly become a lot smaller, 
lighter and cheaper. The 40kg. 
suitcase-sized device that the 
CNN correspondent Peter 
Arnett made famous in Bagh- 
dad during the Gulf war is' 
reemerging at nine kg and 
briefcase size. What used to 
cost S50.000 and require a wail 
socket or generator can now be 
had for $20,000 and runs off 
batteries. 

Employing the efficient 
digital technology of compu- 
ters. the phones have shrunk to 
the point that makers hope 


they become common baggage 
for executives visiting coun- 
tries where phone service re- 
mains rudimentary. 

About 500 of these new de- 
vices. which went on sale last 
year, are in use around the 
world. “You can call from any 
location where you get a view 
of the sky.” said Mr. Flaherty, 
president of GlobeSat Corp. , 
one of several competitors ini' 
the satellite phone market. 

Well, almost any location. 
The phones will not work near 
the north or south poles be- 
cause no satellite is overhead. 

For now. most customers are 
the traditional one: journalists, 
soldiers and relief workers. Us- 
ers interviewed for this article 
seemed generally satisfied with 
the new units, though they 
often noted the high cost. 

A CBS News crew took a 
briefcase unit into Beirut re- 
cently to stay in touch with 
colleagues in other parts of the 
world. When President Bill 
Clinton visited Prague in Janu- 
ary. network crews phoned 


New York from a bridge, a 
plaza and other spots around 
the city to coordinate cover- 
age. “They’re a really useful 
gadget." said Don DeCesare. 
vice president of operations. 

U.N. peacekeeping troops 
being treated by a U.S. Army 
medic in Macedonia may find 
that doctors far afield can be 
consulted, "That medic has the 
ability to phone home.” said' 
Major James • B. Crowther, 
who handles information sys- 
tems. “And he’s not limited by 
distance, whether his best 
medical consultative support is 
10 miles or 1.000 miles away.’’ 
The industry hopes the units’ 
drop in size and cost will sharp- 
ly expand the market. The new 
target customer, said Alan 
Brunstrom. marketing mana- 
ger at the communications con- 
sortium Inmarsat in London, is 
"the international roamer.” or 
more specifically, ’’the 
businessman rather than the 
hard-hat specialist.” 

Inmarsat, which operates 
the satellites, estimates that 


100.000 units will be in use by 
2000. A number of companies 
share that optimism. 

Mobile Telesystems Inc., 
which built Mr. Arnett’s unit 
and dominated the market for 
that generation of phone, is 
about to bring out a digital 
briefcase unit. Other makers, 
including Giobesat. are 
already on the market with- 
one. NEC Cop. of Japan was 
the first company to bring out a 
digital phone - 

Each unit is its own minia- 
ture earth station. In some, the 
antenna is built into the brief- 
case's top. By raising and 
lowering the top and rotating 
the briefcase, the caller can 
aim the antenna at the satel- 
lite. Others have tops that can 


be detached and put on a roof, 
with the main unit staying in a 
room below. 

Using a map. the traveler 
determines the general vicinity 
of the sky where the satellite is 
stationed. Lights on the tele- 
phone unit come on to show 
when the antenna aim is "get- 
ting warmer.” Once locked on. 
the unit can place or receive a 
cull. Calls cost about S5 per 
minute, roughly half of what 
calls on old satellite phones 
cost. 

In addition to telephones, 
some units are designed to 
accommodate laptop compu- 
ters or small fax machines- The 
phones have drawbacks. Cost 
is the main one. And callers 
may discover that a building or 


hill blocks transmission to the 
satellite. 

The circuits have a half- 
second delay as the caller s 
voice travels into space and 
back, an annoyance that large- 
ly has vanished from conven- 
tional overseas calling because 
of undersea fiber-optic lines 
and other advanced equip.- . 
ment. Sound quality can : be_-^ 
distorted as. well. ... 

Travellers may find resist- 
ance at airports. Customs offi- 
cials in developing countries 
often look with suspicion on 
travellers arriving with com- 
munications gear. Long, adv- 
ance negotiations are often 
necessary to bring a unit in. 
said Ron Mario, president of 
Comsat Mobile Communica- 


tions. which provides satellite 
links. 

But “as terminals get smaller 
and smaller." he said, “it's 
going to be more and more 
difficult for countries to pre- 
vent access." 

The small size is due largely 
to the .incorporation of the 
digital. .technology of compu- 
ters into, the phones. Such 
technology makes more effi- 
cient use of satellites* frequen- 
cies. allowing one satellite to 
handle more circuits and 
lowering the cost of individual 
calls. Digital also allows for a 
lower-powered signal to be 
used, so that the unit can be 
lighter and cheaper. 

— Washington Post. 
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Quality Education 


| Reasonable Cost j 

Superb Premises and Facilities 

Extra-Curricular Activities | 

i Tawjihi and GCE 1 

Highly qualified and experienced teaching staff J 





and Grades 1-10 


■ KINDERGARTEN 

A New sections in all classes are now open 
A Grades 11-12 in girls school and boys school will progressively 
open in 1995 and 1996 one grade each year 
A Average number of students per class does not exceed 25 
A Excellent student teacher ratio 
A English starts in KG 1 , French in Grade 3 
A Transport is provided at cost on our private buses 
A Special discount for siblings and excellence 
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. releases trade 
list, blasts Japan 




•VASHINGTON [Agencies) 
— The United States released 
i . ' annua! hit-list of world trade 
1- -.rriers Friday and singled out 
, ?an for special criticism. 

The trade office was quick to 
f- »nt out that the annual re- 
jvrt had taken on “added sig- 
r iicance" this year since Presi- 
i> .Tit Clinton has revived a dor- 
;r;.nt sanctions tool. 

Following the March 3 reviv- 
c. of the Super 301 measure — 
v.’iich has been widely conde- 
mned overseas — any of the 
ii'.any of accusations levelled 
:r:?.inst Japan in the new report 
o*uld now be the basis for 
•* nititivc tariffs some months 
« :.vn the road. 

“The longest section of the 
i _f*ort relates to Japan." the 
trade office said in a terse 
"-itement. 

"The section contains exam- 
-■ ex of progress but also docu- 
.its the fact that the barriers 
. ,'apan to imports of manu- 
,-:ured goods and services far 
•„ i-eed the barriers of other 
■i' "-7 (Group of Seven) nations 
a:J place an unacceptable bur- 
■ .i on the global trading sys- 
;.■!«*" it said. 

•ndeed, it dedicated 43 
r _’cs to Japan — up from 27 
t'l jcs last year — and noted 
:. .tt the U.S. deficit with 
"■ .iltyo last year totalled S60.4 
* : ':on, up S10 billion from 
*-92. 

Phc report said the imba- 
lance and a host of alleged 
trade barriers have “created 
■. -ormous strains on Japan's 
: c atle relations with the United 


States and other countries." 

The national trade estimate 

— a detailed indictment of 39 
different countries or regions 

— is an annual report card to 
Congress on problems around 
the globe. Japan is problem 
no. l and. for the first time 
since Mr. Clinton took office, 
this year's study sets a clock 
ticking on possible Super 301 
action. 

Trade office general counsel 
Ira Shapiro said the adminis- 
tration was not yet singling out 
any one nation for 301 action, 
nor was it naming names — yet 

— on a related review of public 
procurement practice and in- 
tellectual property protection, 
both due to be wrapped in 
April. 

-We're not in any anticipating 
or trying to guess who 
will be designated," Mr. Sha- 
piro told reporters. 

Under 301, Mr. Clinton can 
name “priority" practices by 
Sept. 30 and then begin sanc- 
tions proceedings. Super 301 
lapsed under the Bush admi- 
nistration and was revived four 
weeks ago for use against bar- 
riers “the elimination of which 
have the greatest potential for 
the expansion of U.S. ex- 
ports." 

While the trade office clearly 
singled out Japan. Mr. Shapiro 
cautioned against focusing on 
the downside after a year of 
trade liberalisation deals and 
market-opening efforts. 

“This is so because of our 
success in the past year in 
reducing trade barriers," he 


said. “The progress in terms of 
market-opening significantly 
outweighs the reverses." 

That said, from Europe to 
China, the U.S. trade team 
was quick to find fault, be it 
alleged music piracy by Beijing 
or discriminatory broadcast 
bans by Brussels. 

But all eyes — and a fair 
number of the questions de- 
flected by Mr. Shapiro — fo- 
cused on Tokyo, now that the 
two sides have careened onto a 
collision course over com- 
merce. 

Mr. Shapiro delivered the 
report without his boss. U.S. 
Trade Representative Mickey 
Kantor, but nonetheless rat- 
tled off the high concerns ,■ 
from telecommunications to 
public procurement to autos. 

All of these remained unre- 
solved at a bilateral summit 
here last month that sent shud- 
ders through financial markets 
and raised fears of a possible 
trans-Pacific trade war. 

As for hints about what con- 
frontations might come next: 
The report said Washington is 
closely monitoring Tokyo's 
compliance with a 1992 compu- 
ter deal, citing "serious con- 
cerns with respect to the full 
implementation of the mea- 
sures.” 

The study also reeled off a 
list of problems under a 1991 
supercomputer deal, in which a 
decision is due within weeks. 

Tokyo's financial and legal 
service sector came under in- 
tense fire, as did coal, flat 
glass, wood, paper, wine... 
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The Coordinating Committee of the Consolidated Purchasing 

cJ\rt . 


Jordan Phosphate Mines Co. Ltd. 
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7 ‘t ’ Jordan Cement Factories CadJd. fl ypnft Co. in. 


INVSTATfiON TO TENDERS 

The Higher Committee of the Consolidated Purchasing in: 

Jordan Phosphate Mines Co. Ltd. 

The Arab Potash Co. Ltd. 

The Jordan Cement Factories Co. Ltd. 

Announces the invitation to the following tenders: 
t. Tender No. F.P.C. 1/94 for the supply of conveyor rubber 
belts. 

2. Tender No. F.P.C. 2/94 for the supply of general tires & 
tubes. 

3. Tender No. F.P.C. 3/94 for supply of stainless steel and 
structural carbon steel materials. 

Tender documents and conditions can be obtained from the 
Arab Potash Company Limited offices in Amman/Procurement 
Department/Purchasing Section, against JD 150,000 non- 
rnfundable fees, for each set of tender documents. 

The closing date for submission tenders is 1 2:00 hours local 
lime Saturday May 28, 1994. 

The Higher Committee of 
The Consolidated Purchasing 


The list went on and on. 

The report also cited Japan's 
structural barriers, calling 
them “onerous restrictions" to 
free trade. 

“Many of the market-access 
problems in Japan today stem 
from a complex interaction of 
Japanese government policies 
and private business prac- 
tices... structural barriers often 
have been encouraged, sup- 
ported or tolerated by the 
government.” the report 
pointed out. 

In the lucrative auto sector, 
the report listed a roll call of 
complaints covering cars, auto- 
parts and motorcycles. 

“The Japanese automotive 
vehicle market has been large- 
ly closed to imports. Foreign 
made, foreign make vehicles 
account for only about three 
per cent of the Japanese mar- 
ket," it said. 

Following are the names of 
the countries and trading 
groups a new U.S. government 
report judges to have erected 
the most harmful trade barriers i 

Arab League. 

Argentina. 

Australia. 

Brazil. 

Canada. 

Chile. 

China. 

Colombia. 

Dominican Republic. 

Egypt. 

El Salvador. 

European Union. 

Finland. 

Guatemala. 

Gulf Cooperation Council. 

Honduras. 

Hungary. 

India. 

Indonesia. 

Israel. 

Japan. 

Malaysia. 

Mexico. 

New Zealand. 

Newly independent states of 
the former Soviet Union. 

Norway. 

Pakistan. 

Peru. 

Philippines. 

Poland. 

Russia. 

Singapore. 

South Africa. 

South Korea. 

Switzerland. 

Taiwan. 

Thailand. 

Turkey. 

Venezuela. 

Japanese policymakers kept 
their cool Friday over the latest 
annual U.S. trade list that hit 
at Japanese "trade barriers". 

"On the whole the report 
contained tough criticism of 
Japan, but that will not lead 
directly to unilateral sanc- 
tions," chief cabinet secretary 
Masayoshi Takemura told a 
news conference. 

Against this criticism Tokyo 
is enacting a two-pronged plan, 
quietly rebutting the accusa- 
tions while helping U.S. firms 
in Japanese markets, a senior 
foreign ministry official said. 

"We are reacting calmly be- 
cause we do not want to upset 
the currency market," said the 
official, who declined to be 
named. “One way to correct 
Japan's trade imbalance is to 
boost its economy and create 
demand, but a rise in the yen 
would reduce the effect of such 
a macro-economic policy.” 

Japan is seeking resumption 
of the stalled economic 
“framework" trade talks with 
the United States, but 
Washington has so far re- 
sponded coolly to such a call. 
Both sides say the ball is in the 
other's court. 
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U.S. dollar continues to 
be on the defensive, 
particularly against the 
European currencies 
and the Japanese yen 


This report is submitted by Naser Nabubi, private client 
group, Merrill Lynch-Dobai 

Overview 

Fundamental view: The dollar has weakened against both 
the yen and the Deutschemark in recent weeks, though 
apparently for different reasons. The yen has rallied to the 103 
level against the dollar as an impasse between U.S. and 
Japanese trade negotiators points towards the need for further 
yen strength to curb Japan’s trade surplus. The Deutschemark 
has strengthened in response to ■ expectations that German 
rates will fall only marginally .this year. 

We continue to expect the dollar to rise against European 
currencies over time in response to a decline in German rates 
that should exceed market expectations. We maintain our 
12-month targets of JPY/USD 95 and DM/USD 1.80. 

Technical view: The U.S. dollar continues to be on the 
defensive, particularly against the European currencies and 
the Japanese yen. For the week ended March 25, the U.S. 
dollar index fell 1.1 per cent and, in- so doing, recorded a new 
1994 low. At this juncture, put/fcall ratios for the greenback are 
near overbought and medium- term momentum oscillators 
remain weak. Indeed, this latter indicator has the potential to 
remain down for another month, suggesting that the dollar 
index will continue to be under pressure — possibly short term 
rallies notwithstanding. Thus, with the penetration of 93.62, 
further weakness to die 92.80 area would not be surprising. 
Resistance at 94.90-95.80 is the primary focus for the time 
being. 

Japanese yen 

Fundamental view: The yen has strengthened to the 
JPY/USD 103 level in response to an ongoing impasse in 
U.S.-Japan trade relations. Market participants has viewed 
recent signs that Japan is taking steps to open markets as an 
indication that U.S. policymakers would not seek further yen 
strength. But on March 29 the U.S. rejected Japanese trade 
concessions as inadequate. Although U.S. officials have 
avoided talking the yen up, many market participants have 
concluded that the administration favours yen appreciation as 
a way of cutting Japan's trade surplus. 

Interest rate developments continue to lend support to the 
yen, 10-year government bond yields have risen to 4.1 per cent 
and futures markets are now discounting a tightening of 
Japanese monetary policy oyer the next year. Industrial 
production data for February was disappointing, with produc- 
tion up only 0.2 per ce nt ag ainst market expectations of a 
much sharper rise. But M1TI expects a sharp rise in output in 
March, which suggests that further monetary easing is likely to 
be delayed for some time. 

We expect renewed economic weakness to lead to a 0.5 per 
cent rate cut in late April or May. Persistent current account 
surpluses should keep upward pressure on the yen. Even if 
Japan agrees to some market access measures for U.S. 
companies, we still expect a current account surplus of nearly 
$120 billion this year. That should help the yen to continue to 
trade in the JPY/USD 100-to-110 range for most of this year 
and we expect it to reach a level as high as JPY/USD 95 by this 
: time next year. * ' Jjrt - rri 

Technical view: Medium term momentum for We Japanese 
ri remains constructive. Now that short-tenn oscillators have 
ttomed, it would seem against the dollar that the underlying 
uptrend is reasserting itself. With this in mind, a test of at least 
the February high at 102.50 appears to be indicated. Beyond 
that, a rally through the yen high of last August at 101.13 
would suggest further strength to 97-98. Benchmark support 
remains 113-114, but for the time being, the area around 
106.40 will be the more important reference point. 

Deutschemark 

Fundamental view: The Deutschemark strengthened to 
DM/U.S.S 1.67-1.68 in recent trading. The dollar was pulled 
down by political events — 1 the Whitewater affair and the 
assassination of the leading presidential candidate in Mexico. 


E 


Turkish lira drops 4.4% 
after interest cut 


ISTANBUL (R) — The lira 
dropped 4.4 per cent to 27,000 
against the dollar Friday after 
the central bank cut its over- 
night borrowing rate by 50 
points to 200 per cent. 

“The downward trend in in- 
terest rates reduced pressure 
on the dollar, and baying 
reemerged,” said one trader. 
“The fact that it is the first of 
the month could also boost 
demand.” 

The secondary overnight 
money market spanned a wide 
range of up to 500 per cent, 


traders said. 

“Hie market is once again 
unbalanced,” said another 
deealer. “There is a very wide 
margin between buyers and 
sellers.” 

The dollar opened at 25,800 
lira after trading in a wide 
range between 23,900 and 
25,000 on Thursday. 

It had been held in tight for 
the last two weeks by astrono- 
mic overnight money rates, 
which peaked at an all-time 
high of 1,000 per cent on the 
secondary market last Friday. 


FORECAST FOR SATURDAY APRIL 2, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Ftighter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
You need to be careful that you 
are not too fixed and determined 
in your viewpoints today or you 
could encounter more trouble 
than you bargained for. Correct 
any possible error as you sidestep 
> a trouble maker. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
.Study your surroundings and 
make plans for improvement. 
Try to be less critical of others. 
Use tact in dealing with others 
you come in contact with. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You can accomplish a great deal 
today if you apply yourself in the 
right manner. Take no chances 
with your reputation now. 

GEMXNL- (May 21 to June 21) 
You may think you are bogged 
down the family woes, but th.infc 
fov lucky stars instead. Be wise 
in dealing with others at this 
time. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Make sure yon keep 
promises to others and gain their 
respect- Redouble your efforts in 
going after a cherished aim. 

LEO: (Jnly 22 to August 21) 
Handle those duties (hat are im- 
portant to your future. An advis- 
er suggests something that is 
nerve-wracking but brings good 
results. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) An idea! day to be in the . 
company of persons you like. Be 


aware of one who is jealous of 
you. Show others you have wis- 
dom, 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) Use common sense in 
handling a business problem and 
get good results. Accepting an 
invitation in the evening is wise 
for you at this time. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) A good time to 
improve relations with family, 
members. MakPsure you are not 
too extravagant with money to- 
day or you may not have any 
when needed. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
- to December 21) Employ tact 
and diplomacy in dealing with 
others today and establish good 
rapport. Take needed health 
treat m ents which are advised. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Show a more wide- 
awake attitude towards others 
and gam their respect. Show 
increase devotion to the one you 
love in your life. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Listen more doseiy 
to what family members have to 
say so that you know better whar 
is expected of you in the days 


PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Study your per so nal faults 
ana take steps to improve them. 
Keep an eye peeled for opportu- 
nities coming your way m die 
near future. 


The mark has now appreciated by 5 per cent since its early 
February low against the dollar. - 

Looking forward, we expect the mark to res P°^ K L rab i e 
monetary developments in the U.S. and German^Fa^^^^ 
news on M3 is unlikely in the near term, dimming prospects 
for a discount rate cut and a sharp weakening in the DM. lhe 
next 50 basis point discount rate cut could occur at the May 

Bundesbank Council meeting. 

We expect the mark to depreciate to DM/U.S.S l.SMn 14 
months because we believe the decline in short-term Go» »n 
interest rates will exceed market expectations. But DM 
weakness may be limited if Bundesbank casing leads to a 
rebound in German bond and equity markets, as we expea, 
attracting portfolio capital from abroad. . 

Technical view: Both short and medium momentum indica- 
tors for the Deutschemark have an upward bias, but negative 
divergences are apparent in the short term oscillator. At toe 
same time, sentiment is now near overbought. All of this 
suggests that, while higher highs are still likely, the post- 
February rally may be entering its final stages. Nonetheless, a 
rally through 1.65-1.66 DM/U.S.$ could well be enough to 
signal a challenge of last October's 1.59 high. 

Support is at 1.70 and 1.72-1.73. Short term momentum for 
the mark/yen cross is peaking, but medium term oscillators 
appear to be bottoming. This would suggest that any weakness 
in coming weeks could well complete a longer term bottoming 
process and set the stage for an important rally. In that regard, 
the area near 63.00 is still viewed as both chart and momentum 
resistance. Support at 60.90-61.30 is important in the sense 
that a break below that range would allow for a test of the 
February low at 59.40. 

Pound sterling 

Fundamental view: The British pound continued its decline 
against the Deutschemark this week, falling to DM/GBP 2.48. 
Tbe pound is now 14 pfennigs below its eariy-January peak 
versus the DM. The pound's recent weakness has been due to 
domestic political concerns, namely a Tory challenge to John 
Major's leadership. Economic data indicate weakness in retail 
sales and consumer sentiment. But surprising strength in the 
labour market should help to maintain consumer confidence. 

We expea the pound to rise to DM/GBP 2.70 in 12 months 
as short-term DM interest rates fall by 150 baas points 
compared to little change in sterling rates. The pound also 
depredated against the dollar to U.S.S/GBP 1.48. We expea 
the pound to depredate to U.S.S/GBP 1.46 in 12 months as 
short-tenn dollar interest rise modestly. 

Technical view: Sentiment for the British pound remains 
neutral. The currency remains in a multi-month trading range, 
while both short and medium term momentum continue to 
offer little definition (although there is a slight upward bias). 
The lower end of the trading range at 1.46 U.S.$/: is support; a 
break below that would allow for at least a test of the 1993 low 
□ear $1.43 and possibly long term support at S1.40-S1.42. 

The S1.50-S1.51 range is viewed as firet resistance. A rally 
through second resistance at $1.55 would set the stage for a 
challenge of the long term benchmark at $1.60. TTie DM 
cross-rate dropped to. a new 1994 low below. 2.50 last week. 
Both short and medium term momentum oscillators are now 
weak. A break belovT 2:483 would sent the" Stage -*fora*' 
challenge of '2.43-2:44. ^Resistance has been lowered to 
2.53-2.56." 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

n by Henri Arnold and Mta ArgMaii 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to lorm 
four ordinary words. 


WECIT 


yet 

□ 

□ 




r 

NIFSI 



zdz 



GUMPSY 


Z 

_ 


mm 



DIPSUT 


nz 

_ 

_ 

ZL 


WHAT THE LAW 
STUDENTS STUPED 
AT THE POOL. 


Now arrange the circled tetters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


-t-anrcnnr 


Yesterday’s 


Jumbles: YACHT FUROR 
Answer How the 

ON THE ROCKS 


(Answers Monday) 
KISMET FESTAL 


THE Daily Crossword b,Fi™*.c. 


Adler 


ACROSS 
1 Quarrel 
8 Sour 

10 Ora deposit vein 

14 Muse of poetry 

15 Macho 

16 Sharif 

17 UWmatum 

20 Ripen 

21 Mem point 

22 Washing cycle 

23 TVs Sue — 
Lsngdon 

24 Pop ter 

Z7 Fitzgerald and 
Raines 

29 Scheduled TV 
show 

33 Pertaining to 

birds 

34 PTuflppima 
tribesman 

36 ivy league 
student 

37 Run away 

41 Pindaric 

42 Use a ballot 

43A2evtatee 
44 More urnkty 
47 City of the 
Krupp works 
46 SeouTs country 

50 Humor 

51 Spot 

54 Browning or 
Gray 

56 That girl 
59 Assumes 

63 Arab chieftain 

64 Seed covering 

65 Jeweled 

headdress 

66 Cysts 

67 Printing term 

68 Downs or salts 

DOWN 

1 Bristle 

2 Cfitf 

3 Gather tha 



« Dined 

5 Touching 

6 SteOcai propnei 

7 Magna — 

8 ■ — be seeing 
you-" 


“KSS 


9 Scottish nver 

10 Affectionate 

11 Portent 

12 Platform 

13 Art deco name 
16 Cravats 

19 Planet Mars: 
pref. 

23 Wings 
25 F rtSa 

26 --and cons 

27 Escape by 
cleverness 

28 Enjoys 

30 Baseball great 

31 Woody 

32 Young lady 

33 Particle 

34 Demi of movies 

35 Can. prov. 

38 finished 

39 Be stow to 
decide 

40 Bridge seat 
<S Wtegr 

sportsmen 
46 Parades 



*7 Pitcher 

S8S?"'™' 1 

52 TracteM- 
58 Re Sag 
55 Give the ay. 
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cwwt tun 


urac 


1MIM 

VCOMC 


warn omim 
too: Uro 


mu l«I 
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KAKOBAL CABLE S 
AM* CXBUR roa 


A CBEHICALS 
ASM. A K09 : 


'■I.IM 

ui.mt 

M.U> 

IM.1M 

m.ui 

111. . 31 

1 31. Ml 
lu.ni 

131. . 10 
ii.m 

>11,037 

11,041 

17.031 

1 : 0,110 

3,030 
137,144 
24*. 101 
14,700 
17, >40 
ft, *00 
111 
>3, *31 
3,370 
Sift 
02,13ft 
111 
34,447 

33.000 
4.04ft 

134,102 

2.202 

1.7SC 

10.030 

10,732 

14,42ft 

14.750 
107,057 
107,713 

11.77ft 
Ml.SU 
40.104 
10,120 
• 17.74, 
130,341 
IM.tlt 
51,033 
4.1*7 
44,114 
17.17ft 

30.750 
*, Ml 

101,374 

45,013 

04ft, 172 

72.001 
lll.M 

20,703 

37,714 

11.373 

12,707 

13,170 

2.S31 

20,201 

7.047 

20.037 

11,110 

20,443 

*7,121 

11.777 

379,070 


300.300 

o.ooo 

99.000 
4.030 
2. 100 
S.lftO 
4.010 
I.IM 
1.210 

4.300 
4.320 

4.400 

3.200 

*-909 

1.230 

4.430 
1.040 
2.470 
4.310 

2.430 

1.930 

3.2C0 

1.020 

3.420 

4.000 

2.240 

1.140 

4.030 
2.550 

0.730 

4.740 

1.170 
0.310 

1.400 
1 . 1*0 

14.100 

13.200 

2.170 

4.000 
1.710 

2.770 
10. 1M 

0.000 

7.030 
13.140 

7.770 

5.430 

3.000 

4.140 

4.400 
20.040 

1.700 

3.170 
0.420 

17. TOO 

2.730 

7.730 

1.300 
0.340 

3.740 
I.IM 
2.210 

7.700 
€.730 

1.140 
o.iio 

7.000 
1.130 
I .ISO 

1.430 
S.SSB 


174.000 
0.000 
53. m 

4.000 

7.300 
1.130 

4.000 
1.2U 

2.300 
4.330 

4.350 

4.300 
3-Z70 

4. 400 

7.300 
4.450 
2.041 
2.410 
4.430 

3.400 

1.350 

3.310 
3.010 

7.310 

4.700 
2.230 
1.100 
I.IM 
2-370 
0.770 
4.370 
1.449 
0.710 

1.400 
1.130 

14.130 
13.090 

2.100 

4.030 

1.700 

2.740 

10.300 
0.000 

7.000 

13.730 
7 .090 
S.4J0 

1.000 

4.100 

4.400 

20.300 

3.740 
2.200 
D.4D0 

17.730 
2,240 
7.730 
1.540 
0.340 
3.210 
1.150 

2.140 
7.530 

4.100 

1.130 
0.300 
7.300 

2.310 

1.140 
2.410 
3. at 


170.000 

T.rse 

>3,090 

4.0X0 

2.490 

3.340 
IJM 
1.170 

2.230 
4.1S0 
4.300 

4.140 

3.120 

4.230 
7.100 

4.430 
2.029 

3.430 

4.300 
3. IN 
3.330 
3.3Z0 

1.009 
1.370 

4.700 
2.240 

1.300 

4.010 
2.390 
0.740 
4.400 
1.440 

0. 720 

1. MO 
1.110 

13.100 

1C.Q00 

1.170 
1.130 
3.720 
2.770 

u.ua 

0.0N 

4.090 
11.190 

9.430 

4.490 

1.090 
4.310 

4.900 

20.000 

7.490 

1.120 
0.399 

11.300 

2.190 

7.900 

1.340 
0.370 

5.140 
1.130 

2.170 

7.700 
4.730 
1.130 
0.140 
1.300 
I.IM 
1.070 

2-400 

. 3.450 


TOTAL 


4,402.443 
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COKfAKI-S BAMS 



psev. apznae 

CUDOC PUCE PAJCE 
PRICE 


cetrkal mnu zrabxbb 4 saua 

mni nut Txcmnz* 

mnnu ct r ia niM otojidi mmiw 

JORMB UBAM1R IAL R p Miif t v CO. 

BUTOMUL ZUDSailZS CO. LTD 

NATIONAL TEraZ 4 PLAUZCS BO. CO 73* 

10HMM WOt CHILE C0MPUT 

NATIONAL MULTIPLE 

EL-fu RDunr hem HRMUTRcnszae co. 


100,730 

1.700 

1-170 

1.210 

Z41.U3 

0.770 

0.070 

MM 

0,517 

1-000 

J.700 

1.700 

100,100 

7. 730 

l.»0 

1.110 

171,003 

7.430 

1.400 

7.730 

47,740 

1.730 

1.470 

1.700 

101,111 

1,700 

2.730 

2,000 

174,030 

I.J74 

2.700 

2.230 

H,74# 

7.140 

7.130 

3,200 


01*30 


TOTAL a 


703,010 


Financial 

Markets 

U5. Dollar in In 


Jordan Times 

in corporation writh 

Cairo Amman Bank 


ml Market* 


Currenc) 

New Yorik 
ClO-iA. 

1**30/3/94 

Toktfo 

Cfoic 

o«c31/3/94 

Sterling Pound 

1.4795 

1.4X32 

Deutsche Mark 

1.6749 

1.6730 

Swiss Franc 

1 .4115 

1.4170 

French Franc 

5.7 240 

5.7095** 

Japanese Yen 

102. £4 

102. XO 

European Curreny Unit 

1.1S0Q 

r.J5J«** 

- usd iw sT«; 

FAIPCH l>pnme r« *jn- UMT 

Earacmrency Incorost Bates Data: 37/3 / 1 994 


Currency 

I MTH 

3 MTHSj 

6 MTHS 

12 MTHS 

U.S. Dollar 

3.3750 

3.62501 

4.0000 i 

4.5000 

Sterling Pound 

4.9375 

5.06251 

5.1Z50 1 

5.4375 

Deutsche Mark 

5.5000 

5.4375 

5.3750 

5.2500 

Swiss Franc 

3.9375 

3.8750 

3.8725 1 

3.7500 

French Franc 

6.0000 

5.9375 

5.S750 

5.8725 

Japanese Yen 

2.0000 ! 

2.0000 

2.0625 

2.7250 

European Currency Unit 

*.Z5O0 

6.1X00 

6.0600 

5.9300 


31/3/1994 


Metal 

USD/Oz 

JD/Gm° 

Metal 

USD/Oz 

JD/Gm 

Gold 

389.25 

7.60 

Silver 

5.70 

0.730 


4 21 Kanl 

Central Bank of Jordan Exdumgo Rato BnRotfn 


z 31/3/1994 


Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

U-S. DoUar 

0.6990 

0.7010 

Sterling Pound 

1.0350 

7.0402 

Deutsche Mark 

0.4171 

0.4192 

Swiss Franc 

■ 0.4926 

0.4957 

French Franc 

0.1221 

0.1227 

Japanese Yen" 

0.6789 

0.6S23 

Dutch Guilder 

0.3711 

0.3730 

Swedish KrOtn 

**«»**# 


Italian Lira 0 

0.0430 

0.0432 

Belgian Franc 



5 Ptf in 

Ocher Currencies **•*< 

a 31/3/1994 

Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

Bahraini Dinar 

7.8350 

1 . #500 

Lebanese Lira* 

0.040285 

0.W1679 

SatuB ftiyal 

0.1X61 

0.7872 

Kuwaiti Dinar 

2.3270 

2.3600 

Qatari Riyal 

0.1898 

0.1910 

Egyptian Pound 

0.2000 

0.2100 

Omani Riyal 

7.7830 

1.X10O 

UAE Dirham 

0.1X9X 

0.1910 

Greek Drachma* 

0.2635 

0.3275 

Cypriot Pound 

7.3275 

7.4100 

hr IDS . 


Aqaba siege scrambles AFM trading 


By a Jordan Times Staff 
Reporter 

AMMAN — Trading at the 
Amman Financial Market 
(AFM) dropped by nearly half 
and the general share price 
index dropped by nearly three 
per cent during the week en- 
ding Thursday, figures re- 
leased by the market showed. 

Dealers said the drop re- 
sulted from a combination of> 
factors, including a natural de- 
cline after major companies 
announced or distributed di- 
vidends and the political im- 
plicartons of Jordan's 
announcement that its return 
to peace talks with Israel was 
contingent on a satisfactory 
solution to the de facto block- 
ade of Aqaba. 

The weekly AFM report said 
that 2-8 million shares worth 
JD 9.8 million changed bands 
during last week, compared 
with 4.8 million shares with 
JD 18.2 million in the previous 


week. 

The general index of share 
prices based on 60 major com- 
panies listed in the market 
dropped by 2.8 points to 162.9 
points. The decline was more 
visible in the separate index for 
commercial bank stock which 
dropped by 7,7 points (4.3 per 
cent), the services sector index 
which lost 3.4 points (2.2 per 
cent), the industrial stock in- 
dex which lost 1.3 points (0.8 
per cent) and the insurance 
stock index which posted a 
drop of 0.7 points (0-4 points). 

TTte AFM report showed 
that commercial bank stock led 
the week's trading with shares 
worth JD 4.4 million changing 
hands, representing 44.9 per 
cent of the turnover, followed 
by the industrial sector with 
JD 4.3 million (43.9 per cent), 
the services sector with JD 1 
million (10.2 per cent) and the 
insurance sector with 
JD 100,000 (one per cent). 

Stocks of 79 companies were 


involved in the week’s trading. 
The report said 13 of them 
showed gains in closing, while 
57 registered drops in prices 
and nine remained unchanged. 

Dealers said the slump in the 
market was expected to con- 
tinue if no speedy solution was 
found to the siege of Aqaba. 
His Majesty King Hussein said 
Monday that Jordan s resump- 
tion of peace talks with Israel 
was contingent on addressing 
the blockade of the Kingdom's 
only port by the international 
enforcers of the 44-month-o!d 
sanctions against Iraq. 

"The head-on collision with 
the U.S. over this issue despite 
years of complaints was taken 
by many investors as casting a 
cloud on the peace process, 
one of the key factors behind 
the surge in the stock market 
since early 1992." said a brok- 
er, speaking on condition of 
anonymity in line with standing 
AFM reeulations. 


"While not many believe 
that the peace talks would be 
suspended — since they expect 
the U.S. to work out a satisfac- 
tory solution to the problem, 
the immediate standoff re- 
flected on the market, uhere 
most people react to every 
political event in the region." 
said the broker. 

"But. if the situation re- 
mains in limbo then I expect a 
further slump in prices and 
trading." added the broker. 
"On the other hand, if a solu- 
tion is reached quickly, then 
there will be a surge in the 
market and the stocks of many 
companies will go up." 

Another factor behind the 
slump was the announcement 
or distribution of dividends by 
various companies. It is usual 
that after the dividends are 
announced, the concerned 
shares drop by an amount 
equal to that oi the dividend 
rate, brokers noted. 


Gulf Air to raise 
authorised capita- 


Kuwait deficit seen overshooting target 

KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait will 
ran a budget deficit of about 
1.75 billion dinars (S5.9 bil- 
lion) in the 1993/94 fiscal year, 
a 43 per cent increase over the 
1.223 billion dinars (S4.0 bil- 
lion) originally planned, an 
economics consultancy said 
Saturday. 

If defence spending on ma- 
jor weapons — traditionally 
an off-budget item — was in- 
cluded, the deficit for the year 
ending June 30 would be even 
bigger, Al Shall Consultancy 
said in a weekly market com- 


mentary. 

The year-long slide in oil 
prices to lows not seen for five 
years is mainly to blame, Al 
Shall said. Budget plans 
assumed an average price for 
Kuwaiti crude of S25 a barrel 
but the actual price achieved 
has usually been 5H to $12. 

Al Shall said the gross 1993 i 
94 budget deficit including 
transfers to foreign reserves 
would turn out at around 2.0 
billion dinars ($6.73 billion). 
31 per cent of 1992 gross 
domestic product of 6-3 billion 


dinars ($21 billion). 

The economic committee of 
the government’s Supreme 
Planning Council has said that 
without reforming the state- 
orchestrated economy the 
budget deficit will grow by 
almost 50 per cent by the year 
2000 and the dinar could be 
seriously affected. 

Kuwaitis are used to a gener- 
ous welfare state that provides 
public services free or at 
minimal cost and government 
jobs for virtually all nationals 
who want one. 


But heavy war -related pay- 
ments halved foreign reserves 
and low oil prices and con- 
tinuing security worries about 
Iraq slowed further the long- 
stagnant economy. 

A bill passed by parliament 
on March 22 approves in prin- 
ciple a 3.5 billion dinars (SI 1.7 
billion) programme of spend- 
ing on weapons and military 
training between 1992 and 
2004. The move signalled the 
end of an eight-month informal 
freeze on arms procurement. 


AL AIN, United Arab Emi- 
rates (R) — The regional Gulf 
carrier Gulf Air has said it was 
raising its authorised capital to 
llu million Bahraini dinars 
(S3 15 million) and planned to 
take a decision on privatising 
the company next June. 

The firm's president Salim 
Bin Ali Assiyabi told reporters 
after a directors' meeting in the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) 

city of Al Ain the decision to 
raise the capital was not unani- 
mous. 

He did not say who opposed 
it or how the capital inc reave 
would be divided among the 
owners. 

Gulf Air is owned by the 
governments of Bahr.*»" 
Oman, the L-AE's emirate of 
Abu Dhabi and Qatar. 

Mr. Assiyabi said in October 
the airline had paid-in its KXi 
million Bahraini dinars (S?h3 
million) capital. 

He said that the board also 
dicussed the issue of privatising 
the airline, hut postponed a 
decision until the board's next 
meeting in Bahrain in June. 

"We looked into the priva- 
tisation or the- airline and 
allowing shares to be sold gra- 
dually. but the final decision 
will be made in the coming 
meeting in Bahrain in June," 
he said. 

The management of Gulf 
Air. whose bylaws give owners 
the right to offer u~p to 49 per 
cent of its shares to their 
citizens, has long sought to 
have at least a minority share 


in the airline to be sold to the 
public. 

The sale of shares was first 
proposed in 1991. The board 
considered it again m 1989 but 
shelved the idea until the air- 
line achieved steady profit. 

The airline has shown profits 
for each of the past three 
years. It said last month that 
profit for 1993 was $40 million, 
a decline from 1992* $49.2 
million. 

It has also set up a SlU 
million investment portfolio. 

Mr. Assiyjhi said the board 
approved the I ‘>93 balance 
sheet and decided to distribute 
1.5 million Bahraini dinars ($4 
million) profit to each owning 
country. 

Despite increasing competi- 
tion even from countries that 
own Gulf Air. the airline last 
year added nine stations and 
ultimately aims to serve StV 
destinations across the globe. 

It now senes 51 destinations. 

He said the executive com- 
mittee of Cult Air raised at the 
board meeting the issue of 
increasing the airline's licet 
and getting rid of leased air- 
craft . 

“We asked the executive 
committee to make a serious' 
study about the issue and make 
a final recommendation at an 
extraordinary meeting and get 
final approval form each gov- 
ernment through the chairman 
of the board," he said. 

He said the board nude 
changes in the top manage- * 
ment of the airline. 



THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PfiCMMG. AK FREJGH1 
FCWWMROMG. DOOR-tQ 
DOOR SERVICES AMO 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE-. TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 


AfflIN KAMARASONS 

- ^TEL. 604^76 6Q4696 



FOR RENT & SALE 

Many villas and apart- 
ments furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

For more details call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 

Tel. 810605/810609/810520 
Fax: 810520 


THE 


Security, Hospitality 
& Gastronomy 


0> 

'Rozena Inn 


Mian... 

to the mjtface to Be 

the ... 


1 


% 113572/ 630671 Ax 630572 Amstm, Tpfl (fafe 


i 


RESTAURANT 


Real Chinese Cuisine 
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Atmosphere . 
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Live Via Satellite 
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' CHEN'S ^ 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

■Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barfeeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
■ p.m. 

v 6:30 - Midnight / 


The first & beat . 

- Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle Jabal Amman, near 
Ahbyyah Girls School 
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p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tel. 638968 
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Skated Chinese Chefs 

| 1 
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STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

* JUMBO photo 
site 30% larger 

* Free enlarge- 
ment 20 x 30 cm 

Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 
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eoul hails U.N. Security 
Council statement on N. Korea 


tS&feOUL (R) — South Korea 
J®2Hed Friday as appropriate a 
c u.N. Security Council state- 
_ ment urging Communist North 
t Korea to allow unhindered 
I nuclear inspections and called 
r for an immediate response 
from Pyongyang. 
c . ■ All 15 members of the Coun- 
a '^il^inciuding the United States 
China, issued a statement 
s -,^im 3er the name of President 
. r5j,0«£n-Bernard Merimee late 
g^Tfiorsday urging North Korea 
' f ellow unhampered interna- 

i. ^traaal inspections of nuclear 
{ c!glahts. 

. ■ -1"Thc (South Korean) gov- 
£; -emment evaluates the United 
_ Nations Security Council presi- 
£ Idenr's statement calling on 
North Korea to allow further 

j. . ujurlcar inspection... as 
jj'^y^pPropriate action." the Fore- 
-r-;5gir I Ministry said in a state- 
fr : utent. 

a "The (U.N.) statement re- 
_Gccts the imemational com- 
_ munity's deep concern about 
tEp ; seriousness of the North 

] Kdrean nuclear issue and de- 
termination to solve the prob- 
lems." the Seoul statement 
said. 

' ~ l# |t urged the reclusive Stalin- 
1 js< North to respond “im- 
1 ..mediately" to the Security 
’.Jpquncil. 

■ tThe government will con- 
'._tjpue to make all possible 
efforts for an early resolution 
v-ptf. the North Korean nuclear 
.'’tissue through peaceful means. 
“jtir cooperation with all coun- 
. tries seeking non-proliferation 
‘ of nuclear arms.” it said. 


.^Russia 

"e * 

Ito sign 

-Rato 

"partnership 

5 §bon’ 

i MOSCOW (R) — -‘-Foreign 
, .^Minister Andrei Kozyrevracr 'd 
■ m Friday to reassure NATO o er 
./Russian participation in its 
- copartnership for peace program- 
>jne, saying Moscow would si^n 
up for the deal later this 
.'month. 

>,-An aide of President Boris 

• ■Yeltsin spread consternation in 
the Western military alliance 

— Thursday by saying Russia 
might take another six or seven 
months to make a final deci- 
sion on joining the East-West 
ihilitary cooperation plan. 

But Mr. Kozyrev, speaking 
at Moscow International Air- 
port. said this remark by pres- 
idential spokesman Vyacheslav 
Kostikov may have been misin- 
terpreted "or maybe not accur- 
ately formulated". 

'■ “The agreement with 
NATO will be signed in the 
second half of April as was 
provided by our timetable and 
then afterwards there will be 
the process of filling in (the 
details)," he told reporters. 

“Maybe Kostikov was 
speaking or this process which 
may take a half year or even 
more." said Mr. Kozyrev, who 
was speaking before welcom- 
ing U.N. Secretary-General 
Boutros Ghali to Moscow. 

Mr. Kostikov's comments, 
suggesting a rethink by Mr. 
.Yeltsin under pressure from 
nationalist critics in parliament 
and the armed forces, alarmed 
NATO which secs partici pa- 
lion of its former cold war foe 
as the programme's biggest 
pnzx. 

A spokesman at NATO 
Headquarters in Brussels said 
^■"Tfiursday the alliapce was 
% ready to explain the rationale 
jSrahti mechanism of the prog- 
-£riinme to dear up "eonsider- 
2 able misunderstanding." 

• i Fourteen countries of the 
ij former Soviet Bloc have so far 
f signed the partnership deal, a 
iyKOgramme of joint exercises 

and military cooperation be- 
r-jwcen the Atlantic alliance and 
•; f owner Soviet Bloc adversar- 

• ieS. 

j -, "The president has 

» approved a strategy of de- 
; veloping pan-European part- 
I- oej*hip, and partnership with 
NATO is a part of this 
*' strategy, probably not the cert 
»,tral one but an important 
Mr. Kozyrev said. 

' Despite the change in East- 
i^est relations, participation 
•has still awoken great distrust 
/In-Moscow's political establish- 
■tnent. 

* Russian critics of joining the 
•NATO programme say it could 

• inhibit future Russian trouble- 
isjwoiing activities in hot spots 
Jof.the old Soviet Union. 

► Russian military officials 
Shave privately expressed irrita- 
ftion to Western diplomats ab- 
laut NATO's handling of the 
^partnership deal, suggesting 
‘‘Moscow should have been 
granted some kind of special 
status or at least invited to sign 
ahead of East European states-. 


South Korea's Foreign 
Minister Han Sung-Joo. visit- 
ing the United States to discuss 
ways to settle the nuclear dis- 
pute, said: "North Korea will 
have to respond because the 
Security Council will be watch- 
ing and there will be further 
consideration if there is no 
progress." 

North Korea is widely sus- 
pected of diverting nuclear 
materials for a clandestine 
weapons programme. It denies 
the charge but prevented a full 
inspection in March by a team 
from the International Atomic 

Energy Agency (IAEA). 

Tensions have grown rapidly 
the past few weeks as the 
increasingly defiant North re- 
peatedly warned that interna- 
tional efforts to force U.N. 
inspections of its nuclear sites 
could lead to war. 

North Korea's U.N. envoy. 
Pak Gil Yon, who opposed any 
Council involvement and cal- 
led instead for dialogue, told 
reporters: "We have nothing 
more to show to the IAEA 
inspectors at this stage." 

"The issuance of the state- 
ment will not help at all the 
solution of the nuclear issues." 
he said. "Who introduced nuc- 
lear weapons into the territory 
of Korea?" he said, referring 
to the United States. 

North Korea also said Friday 
it appreciated a Russian ges- 
ture in proposing a world con- 
ference to resolve its nuclear 
inspection dispute but said the 
matter could only be settled in 


direct talks with the United 
States. 

A Foreign Ministry spokes- 
man told the official Korean 
Central News Agency 
(KCNA) that if Russia truly 
wanted to help, it should try to 
. persuade Washington to imple- 
ment steps agreed at bilateral 
talks in February with the aim 
of resolving the crisis peaceful- 
ly. through dialogue. 

The U.N. statement, read at 
a brief public session by Mr. 
Merimee. marked a comprom- 
ise by the United States and its 
allies, which had wanted a for- 
mal resolution but were also 
anxious to win China's sup- 
port. 

China, one of five veto- 
holding permanent Security 
Council members, had tried to 
delay the vote by submitting its 
own draft of a presidential 
statement. 

China fought alongside the 
North in the 1950-53 Korean 
War and. as Pyongyang's last 
major ally, is seen as having a 
certain amount of influence 
over the North. 

Shortly before the Security 
Council issued the statement. 
South Korea's main opposition 
Democratic Party (DP) leader 
Lee Ki-Taek accused U.S. De- 
fence Secretary William Perry 
of issuing a statement pushing 
the Korean peninsula to the 
brink of war. 

Mr. Perry said in remarks 
published Thursday the United 
States planned to stop North 
Korea from developing a ma- 
jor nuclear arsenal even at the 


Greece to seize ex-king’s 
estate; cancel passport 


ATHENS (R) — Greece's 
Socialist government said Fri- 
day it was preparing to seize 
the property of former King 
Constantine, who lives in Bri- 
tain, and to cancel his Greek 
passport. 

The measures were in a draft 
.JbiU presented .by Finance 
, [Munster Alexandras. Papado- 
ponlos, 

“restored institutional law and 
historical memory and satisfied 
the democratic sensibility of 
the Greek people." 

The draft bill returns all 
.royal property held in Greece 
to the state, cancelling a deal 
between^ the ex-king and the 


former conservative govern- 
ment. which let King Constan- 
tine keep a summer palace on 
the island of Corfu and other 
properly. 

lire bill revokes all passports 
or travel documents given to 
the ex-lting and his family in 
-tbe^pasU Saying "t^eyr never 

silJung. 

family, who have lived in Lon- 
don since fleeing the country in 
1967, caused an uproar when 
they made a surprise visit to 
Greece last summer. The king 
had visited only once before — 
for a few hours in 1981 for his 
mother's funeral. 


Japan police persuade 
hostage-takers to give up 


TOKYO (R) — Japanese 
police persuaded two right- 
wing extremists to surrender t 
Friday, almost six hours after ' 
the pair had burst into the 
board room of a top Tokyo 
new sp aper and taken hostages, 
NHK Public Television said. 

The two men had first held 
about 100 people in the head- 
quarters of the daily Asahi 
Shimbun. but released all but 
two in mid-afternoon. There . 
was no immediate word on 


what had happened to the re- 
maining two hostages. 

A spokesman for Asalii 
Shimbun confirmed to Reuters 
that the two intruders had 
given themselves up. Their 
motives were unclear. They 
were carrying leaflets denounc- 
ing the way media in modern 
Japan, especially the Liberal 
Asahi group, have covered the 
issue of Japan’s World War II 
responsibility. 


Hosokawa faces leadership 
crisis, possible downfall 


TOKYO (R) — Japanese 
Prime Minister Morihiro 
Hosokawa. hounded by scan- 
dal charges and crippled by 
dissent in the ruling camp, 
faces a leadership crisis that 
could force him eventually to 
resign or call elections, critics 
said Friday. 

Mr. Hosokawa, head of an 
eight-group governing coali- 
tion. was swept ro power last 
August on promises to clean 
up the cornipt. money-driven 
political system. 

Now. nearly eight months" 
later, the former regional gov- 
ernor finds himself at the cen- 
tre of a row over two con- 
troversial loans and his links to 
the notorious Sagawa Kvubin 
trucking firm. 

Revelations that Sagawa 
bribed politicians for favours 
helped bring down the long- 
ruling Liberal Democratic Par- 
ty (LDP) last year and enabled 
Mr. Hosokawa to take power. 

"The Hosokawa administra- 
tion is as good as dead.” said 
commentator Masaya Ito. 

"The prime minister has 
failed miserably in trying to 
free himself of scandal allega- 
tions and this will continue to 
delay government decision- 
making. A situation that could 
force him to call elections ear- 
lier than expected," he said. 

"Also he is seen as an in- 
effective leader and this could 
prompt his coalition partners 
to replace him with a popular 
politician like Foreign Minister 
Tsutomu Haia rather than risk 
early elections." 

Japan started a new fiscal 
year Friday without a state 
budget because of a stalemate 
in parliament over Mr. Hoso- 


kawa's refusal to provide more 
information on his controver- 
sial personal finances. 

The LDP is holding the 
budget hostage in an attempt 
to force him to agree to bring 
before, parliament two witnes- 
ses whp could reveal more 
information on his past loans. 

So far the prime minister has 
refused to consider summoning 
his former chief aide, who was 
in charge of Mr. Hosokawa's 
finances in 1982 when he bor- 
rowed 100 million yen 
15980.000) from Sagawa. 

The LDP said the money 
was used as undeclared politic- 
al donations to fund Mr. Hoso- 
kawa's successful bid for elec- 
tion as governor of Kumamo- 
to, southern Japan, in Febru- 
ary 1983. 

Meanwhile. Japanese pro- 
secutors said Friday they had 
indicted former Construction 
Minister Kishiro Nakamura on 
charges of taking a bribe from 
a gianr building contractor. 

His indictment was the cul- 
mination of a year-long probe 
into a cash-for-contracts case 
that led to the arrest of more 
than 30 executives of Japan's 
six biggest construction firms. 

Four regional politicians 
were also arrested for alleged 
bribe-taking but Mr. Naka- 
mura b the -only national-level 
lawmaker to have been de-. 
tained. 

Mr. Nakamura, .a former 
aide to ex -Premier Kakuei 
Tanaka, belonged to an inner 
circle within the Libera! 
Democratic Party (LDP), umu 
the party lost its 38-year grip 
on power last year. The inner 
group wielded great power 
over the construction industry 


risk of war. 

He told the Washington Post 
the United States was “looking 
at two veiy grim alternatives” 
in North Korea. 

One was that Pyongyang 
could amass a substantial num- 
ber of nuclear warheads within 
several years for ballistic mis- 
siles capable of hitting neigh- 
bouring countries. 

The other was “facing up to 
them in a way that could cause 
a catastrophic war." Mr. Perry 
was quoted as saying. 

"Defence Secretary Perry's 
remarks... should not have 
been made as it will bring an 
atmosphere of war to rhe Ko- 
rean peninsula,” Mr. Lee told 
local reporters. 

Meanwhile. Australiaif 
Foreign Minister Gareth Evans 
arrived in Beijing Friday for 
talks with China's leaders ab- 
out what they might do to end 
North Korea's nuclear impasse 
with the United Nations. 

Mr. Evans said he would ask 
Premier Li Peng and Foreign 
Minister Qian Qichen to try to 
persuade Pyongyang to open 
its nuclear facilities to full, 
unhindered inspections by the 
IAEA. 

"I’ll be expressing the hope 
and expectation that China will 
be doing everything it can to 
get the North Koreans back on 
track," he told reporters at 
Beijing airport. 

Human rights in China, 
trade, the Cambodian situation 
and other issues are also on 
Mr. Evans' agenda. 


Police 
accused of 
bungling 
Paris riot 

PARIS (R) — Police ■ were 
accused Friday of allowing 
hundreds of rioters to rampage 
unchallenged.. through- Paris, 
fea^ng&aiteEBl ^f.toaierijlBnd 
ovsrtupted.. ca«,nishja4lfiied 
shop-fronts and footed stores. 

A police spokeswoman said 
324 people were arrested and 
74 handed over to the justice 
authorities for prosecution for 
"destroying public property, 
theft and carrying illegal arms" 
after Thursday's riots, among 
the most violent since the May 
1968 student uprising. 

She said 120 policemen were 
injured, 122 shop windows 
were smashed and 254 vehicles 
were damaged, including -25 
burned. 

. The spokeswoman said 
police did not intervene earlier 
to avoid injuring thousands of 
peaceful, student demonstra- 
tors, celebrating victory over 
Prime Minister Edouard Baha- 
dur's abandoned youth wage 
law. 

But angry shop owners and 
reridents in the area wrecked 
by several hundred hooligans 
said riot police intervened far 
too late or not at all. 

“My motorbike was burned 
and my car wrecked... The 
police were 50 metres away 
and didn't lift a finger," one 
resident complained to France- 
Info Radio. 

“Every window was 
smashed. They were throwing 
paving stones. I am outraged 
that I didn't see a single riot 
policeman during the whole 
time." a shopkeeper said. 

Owners surveying the 
wreckage of their stores said 
.the police simply stood by. 



S. Africa moves extra troops into Natal 


DURBAN, South Africa (R) 
— South African troop rein- 
forcements moved into the 
embattled Zulu heartland of 
Natal early Friday to enforce a 
state of emergency declared by 
President F.W. De Klerk. 

' A company of up to 150 men 
had arrived in Natal from 
Bloemfontein in the Orange 
Free State by Friday morning 
and two more were due to 
arrive by Sunday, military 
spokeswoman Captain Kim 
Van Niekerk said. 

"We have our normal de- 
ployment levels at the mo- 
ment. So far only one of the 
three companies has arrived.” 
Capt. Van Niekerk said. South 
Africa's military does not dis- 
close how many troops it has 
routinely stationed in Natal. 

Witnesses said at least one 
column of about 20 armoured 
troop carriers rolled into Natal 
Thursday night. 

Mr. De Klerk declared the 
state of emergency Thursday in 
Natal and the Kwazulu home- 
land, saying regular police 
powers were not enough to 
ensure the country's first all- 
race elections went ahead in 
the area — where about 300 
people were killed in political 
violence last month alone.. 
...A naan jyas shof.deadjout- 
’Side, the'ANC offices, in Dtur- 
^ari ’Thiii^y fu^hf after an 
argument with security guards, 
police said. Several people 
were arrested but no other 
details were given. 

The military spokeswoman 


said South African Defence 
Force (SADF) and police offi- 
cials began a meeting Friday 
with Kwazulu homeland police 
to discuss what steps to take 
under the state of emergency. 

Military' sources said one 
major topic would be defining 
the chain of command and 
ensuring homeland police 
answered to the SADF. They 
would not confirm a statement 
by African National Congress 
leader Nelson Mandela, who 
welcomed the state of 
emergency, that the Kwazulu 
police would be confined to 
barracks. 

“They are discussing what to 
do,” said one source. 

Natal and Kwazulu home- 
land — a number of enclaves 
within Natal — are the heart- 
land of South Africa’s 8.5 mil- 
lion Zulus. A decade-long turf 
war between the ANC and 
Inkatha Freedom Party over 
their loyalty has claimed some 
10,000 lives. 

Violence in townships and 
isolated rural areas has in- 
creased markedly in the run-up 
to the April 26-28 elections 
which Inkatha is boycotting 
and the ANC is widely ex- 
pected to win. 

Police said townships around 
. Durban and Pietermaritzburg, 
normaljy fiashpoints of fight- 
wig, * Had ‘"tieen * ' exceptionally 
quiet since the state of 
emergency was announced. 

But security forces and the 
monitors are braced for a rise 
in violence over the next week 


following^ the rejection of the 
state of emergency by Inkatha 
leader Chief Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi, who is also Kwazu- 
lu's chief minister. 

“There could be a blood- 
bath," said one army officer. 

Mr. Buthelezi said sending 
in South African troops was 
tantamount to an 'invasion and 
would only increase the anger 
of Zulus who are demanding 
an autonomous state. 

The state of emergency 
allows security forces to detain 
people for up to 30 days with- 
out charge, strictly controls 
marches and meetings and 
bans the carrying of a wide 
range of weapons. 

Mr. De Klerk, speaking 
from government offices in 
Pretoria, said his decision was 
based on the “total picture as it 
is today” and advice from his 
military and intelligence 
sources. It came two days after 
Mr. Buthelezi and the Zulu 
king had cold-shouldered his 
plea for an emergency meeting 
with himself and Mandela. 

Appealing for public, calm, 
Mr. De Klerk stressed there 
was no political motive behind 
the crackdown and no plan to. 
oust Mr. Buthelezi. 

- Mr. Buthelezi 's "lawfully 
elected" Kwazuiu's govern-- 
m£nt would remain if it 
cobperated. he stud, and In- 
katha would be free to mount a 
"democratic and peaceful 
opposition'* to the vote. He 
pleaded for Mr. Buthelezi and 
the king to resume. 


U.K., Russia in tit-for-tat spy expulsions 


LONDON (R) — Britain ex- 
pelled a Russian diplomat Fri- 
day in a tit-for-tat move which 
showed espionage activities be- 
tween the two countries are far 
from over despite the end of 
the cold war. 

“We were asked by the Rus- 
sians to withdraw a diplomat,” 
a Foreign Office spokesman 
said. "In response, we asked 
the Russians to withdraw a 
diplomat from London.” 

Intelligence source said the 
latest expulsion by Moscow 
showed Russia was taking a 
new tough approach to West- 
ern spying after unwelcome 
publicity over the arrest of 
top-ranking CIA official 
Aldrich Ames on charges of 
spying for the Kremlin. 

British newspapers named 
the Briton as John Scarlett, a 
counsellor at the embassy in 
Moscow, and quoted Russian 
officials as saying he was head 
of the Secret Intelligence Ser- 
vice (SIS) office there. SIS is 
more commonly known as 
MI6. 

He was ordered out in a 
move the sources said appeared 


to signal a breakdown in coop- 
eration between the two intelli- 
gence services. The Russian 
diplomat was not named. 

British government officials 
said earlier this year after the 
Ames case spurred a flurry of 
arrests and expulsions there 
were no plans for a prolonged 
cold war-style spying con- 
frontation which could further 
damage East-West relations by 
bringing the murky world of 
espionage to public attention. 

But the latest round of ex- 
pulsions showed Moscow was 
intent on exposing the intelli- 
gence wrangle to the public 
glare. 

On Russia's decision to 
throw the British diplomat out, 
the Foreign Office spokesman 
said: “We regret this demand, 
which is at odds with the bi- 
lateral relationship we are 
trying to build." 

But, trying to play down the 
.quarrel, the spokesman said: 
"Neither diplomat has been 
declared persona non grata. 
We hope this is an end to the 
affair.” 

In another twist to the saga, 
a Russian arms industry official 


alleged to have spied for Bri- 
tain appeared on Russian Tele- 
vision Thursday night and 
admitted his guilt. 

Vadim Sintsov, a bespecta- 
cled man with greying hair who 
appeared to be in his late 40s 
or early 50s, said he had been 
recruited as an agent by the 
British. 

The capture of the alleged 
British spy was announced dur- 
ing the Ames case, which trig- 
gered a violent protest by 
Washington and led the United 
States and Russia each to expel 
a diplomat. 

Inelligence sources said ac- 
tive spying in the East and 
West, especially on develop- 
ments in weapons systems and 
arsenals, was a fact of life and 
remained a high priority de- 
spite the end of the cold war. 

“It’s the intensity, the man- 
ner it’s carried out and the way 
in which it's handled diploma- 
tically which is super- 
sensitive,” one intelligence 
source said. “Washington’s 
bugle-blowing indignation over 
Ames didn't go down well in' 
Moscow.” 


Battle lines drawn on global population policy 


WASHINGTON (R) — Battle 
lines are being drawn on the 
vast field of global population 
policy, with women's health 
advocates on one side and rhe 
Pope and Muslim fun- 
damentalists on the other. 

Both sides are heating up 
their rhetoric in the run-up to a 
United Nations conference on 
the topic that starts Monday. 

"They really are on the ram- 
page." ’ said " Adrienne Ger- 
main. a U.S. delegate to the 
conference. Referring to the 
Vatican Hierarchy, including 
Pope John Paul II. 

The three-week conference 
at U.N. Headquarters in New 
York aims to formulate a docu- 
ment setting out international 
policy on development and 
population through the year 

This, document will be de- 
bated at a U.N. conference- on 
population in Cairo in Septem- 
ber. 

Ms. Germain, who is affili- 
ated with the international 
Women's Health Coalition, 
said the Vatican has been in 
contact with Muslim fun- 
damentalist leaders to join 
forces against liberalisation of 
contraception, abortion rights 


and other women's health 
issues to be discussed at the 
U.N. 

"It’s quite clear that the 
Vatican was aligned with 
Algeria and Libya." she said. 
“...Both groups would really 
prefer that women would stay 
home, barefoot and pre- 
gnant.** 

A pair of papal statements 
last month show the Catholic 
leadership is focusing on 
women's reproductive issues. 

On March 24. Pope John 
Paul II said governments 
should pay women for doing 
housework and raising chil- 
dren. but added that they 
should not be forced to go out 
and earn money of their own to 
support their families. 

The week before that, the 
Pope met with Nafis Sadik. the 
head of the U.N. Population 
Fund, which is sponsoring the 
New York meeting. 

According to a Vatican news 
release, the Pontiff told her 
that international organisa- 
tions like the U.N. should 
focus on economic develop- 
ment. rather than reproductive 
rights, if they want to make life 
better for the world's poor. 

It would be improper, he 


said, “to formulate population 
issues in terms of individual 
"sexual and reproductive 
rights’, or even in terms of 
■women's rights.'" 

This is diametrically 
opposed to the U.S. position, 
articulated Wednesday by Tim 
Wirth. the State Department's 
counsellor who deals with 
global affairs, and part of a 
committee focusing on the 
Cairo Population Conference. 

“Achievement of gender 
equality is essential in its own 
right." Mr. Wirth said in a 
speech. "But 1 also believe that 
sustainable development can- 
not be realised without the full 
engagement and complete 
empowerment of women." 

To do this. Mr. Wirth said 
women need “a full range of 
primary and reproductive 
health care services." 

Ms. Germain said the emph- 
asis on comprehensive health 
care for women is a change in 
international population poli- 
cy, which formerly was trained 
chiefly on keeping the birth 
rate down by making con- 
traceptives more available. 

This earlier approach gave 
short shrift to diagnosis and 
treatment of sexually transmit- 


ted diseases in women, the 
right to abortion, or the notion 
that men might take responsi- 
bility for limiting fertility. 

Ms. Germain acknowledged 
that this broader concept of 
women’s reproductive health 
would cost money. But she 
said the goal of complete 
women’s health care would be 
achieved in the poorer coun- 
tries of Asia. Latin America 
and Africa for about $12 per 
person per year — compared 
with the $3,000 spent annually 
on the average American's 
health care. 

For example, she said great 
strides could be made for as 
little as $50 million over the 
next five years to develop a 
microbe-killing drug for use by 
women to combat seuxally 
transmitted diseases, which are 
harder to diagnose in women 
than in men. 

Ms. Germain was cautiously 
optimistic that the final U N 
document would be strong 
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Burt Reynolds 
falls ill on set 

LOS ANGELES (R) — Actor 
Burt Reynolds was taken to 
the hospital Wednesday after 
falling ill on the set of his t-ua 
Television show, Evening 
Shade. His publicist said. 
Publicist Joe Sutton said 
Reynolds, 58, complained lot 
dizziness, nausea and feeling 
faint and was taken to hospital 
for observation as a precau- 
tion. He speculated that the 
actor may have been hit by a 
24-hour virus to which he is 
susceptible, or to ‘‘stress that 
Reynolds has acknowledged in 
his life over the last year. 
Reynolds and actress _ Lorn 
Anderson reached a divorce 
settlement earlier this year af- 
ter a bitter public battle. And 
he was hit hard earlier this 
month by the death of singer 
Dinah Shore, who he once 
romanced and remained very 
dose to. Trida Spellman, a 
spokesman for the North Hol- 
lywood Medical Centre, said 
Reynolds was resting comfort- 
ably. 

Arrgh boy 
growls at bear 
to save sister 

WINNIPEG (R) — A seven- 
year-old boy became the 
youngest Canadian ever to win 
a medal of bravery after growl- 
ing at a black bear attacking his 
little sister. “Each time I 
growled, like this — arrgh — 
he took one step back,” the 
Winnipeg boy, Julius Rosen- 
berg, said after the award was 
announced. The bear 
approached as Julius, then five 
years old, and his three-year- 
old sister were eating on the 
dock outside their family's cot- 
tage at West Hawk Lake, Man- 
itoba in September, 1992. 
They jumped off the dock into 
the water to escape, but the 
bear followed. Gripping Bar- 
bara’s life-jacket with his jaws 
as Julius swam to shore. “He 
was drowning her,” said Julius. 
“He wanted her to die.” Julius 
swam back when he heard his 
sister's cries, tugging her from 
the bear's grip and pushing her 
back onto the dock. But the 
bear — which weighed 160 
pounds (73 kg> swam to shore 
and blocked the two children 
as they tried to run from the 
dock-to the cottage, “he was by 
the steps (into the cottage),” 
said Julius. “When I growled 
three times he went to the side 
of the cottage and me and 
Barbie ran up the steps and 
dosed the door real quick and 
told my mum.” Denise Rosen- 
berg, who was inside with a 
newborn baby, said she 
couldn't belive her children’s 
story until she saw Barbie’s 
ripped life-jacket. Then she 
looked ontside. “I was just 
stunned. There was the bear 
on the deck,” die said. “I 
started to hit the window with 
a telephone book to scare him 
off, but he just pressed his face 
up against the window. He had 
no fear.” Denise said that until 
the Royal Canadian Mounted 
Police arrived, the bear 
lounged outside. Eating the 
children's food and rolling on 
their swimming towels. Denise 
said Barbie recovered well 
from the incident. But it took 
Julius until the middle of last 
summer to go outside on his 
own at the cottage again. Julius 
said he still likes bears. “I like 
them. But I don’t think I want 
to do the same thing again.” 

Spielberg wins 
a Peabody for 
TV cartoon 

ATHENS, GA. (AP) Steven 
Spielberg continued his award- 
winning ways when his Fox TV 
cartoon Animaniacs won a 
Peabody Award, the presti- 
gious prize for excellence in 
radio or television. Spielberg, 
whose film Schindler’s List 
won Best Movie and Best 
Diraor Orare last week, won 
one of 29 Peabodys, which are 
administered by the University 
?! G !2 T $ ,a s Henry Grady Col- 
|®&®of Journalism. A national 
board selects the Peabody reci- 
j«ents on overall merit rather 
Jan in specialised categories 
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Cuban goalie asks refuge in Cayman islands 


Sc^oSkLT-^f’ Islands (**) - Noel Arguelles, 

reauested^Hririf Cl ! bas national soccer learn, Thursday 
STStolPSS? 1 2SyI “ m ,n the Cay™** Islands. Cal Gall/- 
S8£ e^SSTU aCl ^ g 35 translator for ArgneUes, said the 
official c “Kifw ^ Wntten ^l ue st to Cayman immigration 
said Weri/Sl mot J'^ s not economic ” Aigoelles 

remain^ h ? l “* , fae ^ ould have been jailed had he 
Dlavers ArSaeJes *® ^oa'dered one of the best 

HgJS ?" *l. C * ,ban soccer team say he has been 

o^ed a contract to play in Europe. Cuba is a lightly regarded 
S P. a S ’ and withdrew from World Cup qualifying 
before it began in March 1993. 6 


Krabbe has miscarriage 


5 Suspended world champion sprinter Kariin 
SSr “?* sn **® red a miscamage, just two weeks after the 
* S™ 80 revealed she was pregnant, her fetfaer 

said Thursday. ‘The doctors confirmed that the 10th week of 
pregnancy can be critical,” said father Peter Krabbe. “It is sad 
that that’s just when Katrin was stricken.” Krabbe, the 1991 
wondchampjon in the 100 and 200 metres, has said she hopes 
to resume training next year and is aiming at the 1996 
vj'ympics. Her doping-related suspension by the International 
Amateur Athletic Federation expires in August 1995. 

La Bomba wins slalom title 

ROCCARASO. Italy (AP) — Alberto Tomba Thursday 
captured the slalom title at the Italian Alpine Ski Cham- 
pionships, dominating the only race he decided to complete in. 


champion bet Norman Bergamelli, the winner of the Italian 
gjant slalom title earlier this week. Tomba was tight lipped 
about his future plans, including extension of his partnership 
with persona] coach Gustavo Thom. Tomba, who recently 
fuelled retirement rumours, is expected to continue through 
the 1995 world championships in Sierra Nevada, Spain. 

Zambia surprises Ivory Coast 

TUNIS (AP) — Zambia, which lost most of its national team 
in a plane crash last April, beat defending champion Ivory 
Coast, 1-0, Thursday in Group C as the first round of the 
African Nations Cup ended, in the final contest of the day, 
Ghana beat Senegal, 1-0, to win Group D as Prince Polley . 
scored with two minutes left in the game. Zambian sub 
Kenneth Molitoli scored in the SOth minute by sneaking past 
the Ivory Coast defence. Earlier Joel Tiebi of Ivory Coast had 
a goal nullified when be was detected to be offside. Tiebi 
scored three times against Sierra Leona. Zambia then won 
Group C to advance to the quarterfinals Sunday to meet 
Senegal. In another quaterfinal Sunday, Ghana takes on Ivory 
Coast. The first two quarterfinals Saturday wfil be Zaire versus 
Nigeria and Egypt against Mali. Host Tunisia was eliminated 
Wednesday when it drew with Zaire. It has caused a national 
outrage. After the first game, a humiliating 2-0 loss to Mali, 
the head coach was fired. 

Gold Cup winner to race in steeplechase 

CHANTILLY, France (AP) — The Fellow, a French-trained 
gelding which won the prestigious Cheltenham Gold Cup two 
weeks ago, will ran in the gruelling Grand National Steeplech- 
ase April 9, trainer Francois Doumen has said. Doumen 
reached his decision after lengthy consultations with the 
9-year-old gelding's owner, the Marquesa de Mora tall a. “The 
Fellow is nj perfect condition both physically and mentally 13 
days after, his race 'at Cheltenham;”' Doumen' said iir a 
statement from bis Lamoriaye Stables. “Therefore with, the 
Marquesa we have decided to give the go ahead for the Grand 
National. Adam Kondrat will be the rider.” The Fellow, 
piloted by Kondrat to a Gold Cap victory at Cheltenham after 
twice fi nis hi n g second, will attempt to be the first horse since 
Golden Miller in 1934 to win the Gold Cup and a Vi mile 
Grand National in the same year. 

Bruguera advances in Lisbon 

LISBON, Portugal (AP) — Top seed Sergi Bruguera rebound- 
ed from a first set scare to beat Argentina’s Franco Davin 1-6, 
6-1, 6-0 Thursday and advance into the quarterfinals of the 
$525,000 Estoril Open. Bruguera was usable to find his^ 
serving range — he landed little more than a third of his first 
serves — but compensated by tailing his second serves and 
finishing off Davm’s volleys with smashes from the net. 
Bruguera, the 1992 champion but upset in last year’s fiunal by 
Ukraine’s Andrei Medvedev, faces unseeded Alberto Costa in 
the quarterfinals. Costa, last year's European junior cham- 
pion, advanced Thursday with a convincing straight-set victory 
over hometown favourite Emanuel Couto, a 6-1, 6-2. Costa 
joins a surprisingly strong corps of fellow Spaniards in the next 
round — Bruguera, brothers Javier and Emilio Sanchez, 
Alberto Berasategui and No. 3 Carlos Costa. 
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Opening lead: Ten of £• 

At duplicate bridge, overtricss 
can play a crucial role in the score 
you obtain on a given board. At 
rubber bridge, the safety of your 
contract » paramount. You play for 
overtricks only when your contract 
is guaranteed. 

North's three diamonds was a 
tranfer to hearts and four no trump 
was quantitative. By partnership 
agreement. North would have had to 
jump to five clubs to ask foraees, so 
four no trump promised a balanced 
Hand and slam-invitational values. 


With a near maximum and a known 
source of tricks because of the heart 
lit. South elected to bid the slam m 
no tramp. 

West led a diamond and when 
dummy appeared declarer could 
count eight test tricks outside the 
heart suit. Therefore, four tricks in 
that suit would suffice to land the 
slam. 

Declarer won the diamond lead in 
hand and successfully finessed the 
queen of hearts. How would you 
continue at duplicate? What about 
at rubber bridge? 

At duplicate, you must first deter- 
mine whether the field will be in the 
same contract as you are. Since the 
combined holding contains only 32 
high -card points, there should be a 
lot of pain who won't bid the slam, 
much less in no trump, go just mak- 
ing the contract should yield a bet- 
ier-than -average score. -Your aim 
would be the same as if you were 
playing rubber bridge. 

The safety play is £o continue 
.with a low heart to the jack. That 
costs a trick if West started with a 
doubleton king, but it assures the 
contract if the distribution is as in 
the diagram. When East shows out 
and West takes the king, you can 
later finesse the nine of hearts to 
assure four tricks in the suit. Cash- 
ing the ace of hearts at trick three 
would have led to a one-trick defeat. 


SEATTLE (R) — Shawn 
Kemp had 28 points and 12 
rebounds and Gary Payton 
added 20 to lead file Seattle 
Sopersonics to a 95-92 win over 
the Los Angeles Lakers Thurs- 
day, handing Magic Johnson 
his first loss, after winning his 
first two games. 

The Somes have won seven 
straight games and improved 
their league-best record to 53- 
17. 

Elden Campbell had 19 
points and Vlade Pivac added 
16 for the Lakers, who took 
only their fourth loss in 13 
games. 

Id Milwaukee, Ken Norman 
scored 16 of his 37 points in the 
third quarter and Vin Baker 
added 17 overall to help the 
Milwaukee Bucks snap a six- 
game losing streak to the Port- 
land Trail Blazers with a 111- 
109 triumph. 

It was Milwaukee's first win 
over Portland in more than 
four years. 

The Bucks trailed by 12 
points, 59-47, at the half, but 
outscored the Blazers, 36-21, 
to take a three -point lead, 83- 
80, after three. 

Terry Porter had 36 points 
and Clyde Drexler netted 33 
for Portland, which suffered its 
third straight loss. 

In Los Angeles, Cedric 
Ceballos scored 32 points to 
lead the Phoenix Suns to a 


117-102 victory over the Los 
Angeles Clippers. 

Ceballos shot 12-for-22 from 
the field for the Suns, who 
extended their winning streak 
to three games and won for the 
fifth time in their last six con- 
tests. 

■ Dominique Wilkins had 28 
points to lead the Clippers, 
who lost their fourth straight 
game. 

In San Antonio, David 
Robinson had 26 points and 10 
rebounds and Dale EUis netted 
15 to lead the San Antonio 
Spurs to their fifth straigh t win 
with a 101-85 triumph over the 
Cleveland Cavaliers. 

Robinson also had six 
assists, four blocks and three 
steals and Dennis Rodman 
grabbed 15 rebounds as the 
Spurs unproved to 51-20 and 
moved into a first-place tie 
with the Houston Rockets in 
the Midwest Division. 

John Williams had 21 points 
and Mark Price scored 16 for 
the Cavaliers. 

In Sacramento, Kevin Willis 
scored 29 points, including five 
free throws in the final 44 
seconds, to lift the Atlanta 
Hawks to a 106-102 victory 
over the Sacramento Kings. 

The Hawks won 50 games 
for the first time since 1989 and 
handed the Kings their sixth 
consecutive loss. 


Referees and linesmen 
await World Cup fame 


DALLAS (R) — If the U.S. 
team's worst nightmares come 
true, Arturo Angeles could be- 
come his country's surprise 
hero of the 1994 World Cup 
finals. 

If Philip Don’s dreams come 
true, he will be the only En- 
glishman in action on a World 
Cup pitch in America this sum- 
mer after England's failure to 
qualify. 

Jean-Fidcle Diramba from 
Gabon is meanwhile the only 
black African short-listed to 
take charge of a match. 

Who said referees, abused 
by hordes of angry soccer fans 
week in and week out. are 
nobody’s heroes? 

At a seminar in Dallas orga- 
nised by world body FIFA to 
decide on the final list of re- 
ferees for the finals this sum- 
mer, one theme was frequently 
heard. 

Referees are to become the 
new stars of the soccer field, 
using scientific methods to 
command the match. 

Take 40-year-old Angeles 
for example. 

The moustachoed civil en- 
gineer is the only American 
referee on the short-list for the 
world championships. 

If, as some fear, the young 
U.S. team is knocked out of 
the competition early, then the 
man from Los Angeles may 
find himself the only American 
left in action. 

But Angeles, relaxing after a 
track session at the seminar, 
was determined not to let the 
pressure get to him. 

“My main pressure is to do 
well here. Once you are in the 
World Cup it's just a totally 
different atmosphere. “You 
just concentrate on being a 
referee and forget about every- 
thing dse," he said. 


“My ambition is to do well. 1 
want to do the games that 
FIFA wants to see and the 
world wants to see — games 
that are exciting. Entertain and 
have goals. 

“Of course everybody wants 
to do the final bat you take one 
game at a time and go from 
there.” 

Of 62,000 registered referees 
m America, he alone made the 
list of 55 international officials 
chosen for tests here to decide 
the 24 match referees and 24 
linesmen. 

The results are expected 
next week. 

Angeles,, who began re- 
fereeing when he was 20 years 
old, officiated in the Barcelona 
Olympics in 1992. 

' ' He has also refereed in Bra- 
zil. France, Saudi Arabia, 
Israel, and various events in 
'South America. Assuming he^ 
passes the tests, this will be the 
first World Cup. 

It wQl also be the first for 
Don, a school headmaster who 
reached the pinnacle at home 
when he took charge of the 
English F.A. Cup final be- 
tween Liverpool and Sunder- 
land. 

“I’m surprised how much of 
a celebrity I am at the moment, 
when you go to the football 
grounds and you have people 
coming up for autographs and 
so on," he said. 

He added be even gets rec- 
ognised when he takes trains 
from his home in Twickenham 
into London these days. 

Even running the line brings 
fame for some. 

“They consider me now the 
number one linesman in Africa 
and that is a great achievement 
in my country," said Abdel 
Maguid Hassan of Egypr, 
beaming with enthusiasm. 


WANTED 

The Modem Language Center, Jabal Lweibdeh, is 
in need of a part-time American native speaker of 
English (preferably a housewife) to handle a 
course via T.V. in American Conversation. 

Please contact tel: 625582 - 638373 
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FOR RENT 

Consisting of 3 bedrooms (one is master), 3 salons, 
kitchen, with garden, central heating, separate entr-^ 
ance and telephone. 

Location: Shmeisani, near the Comodor Hotel. 

Please call tel.: 637011 






Three floors, the first, second and third floors are suitable -to 
be used as offices. Each floor is 227m 2 , 3 rooms, large 
lounge, 2 bathrooms, central heating with all services 
available. Location: Shmeisani, west of the International 
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) office, opposite the 
Jordanian Society for the Prevention of Road Accidents. 

Call tel.: 662439, 664645 


Chang crashes; Sampras 
powers on in Salem Open 

OSAKA, Japan- (R) — De- The pair settled m for a dour Roux scored another big i 


fending champion Michael 
Chang crashed out in the 
quarter-finals of the $650,000 
Salem Open Friday, while 
world number me Pete Sam- 
pras powered irresistibly on. 

Fifth-seeded Andre Agassi 
was leading fellow American 
David Wheaton 7-6 3-1 when 
ram brought die day's play to a 
premature rime. 

The match, which wffl deter- 
mine who meets Sampras in 
the semi-finals, resumes Satur- 
day. 

The other semi-final will pit . 
Hearick Hotel of Sweden, woo 
took full advantage of Chang’s 
erratic play, against Lionel 
Roux from France, the world's 
210tb-ranked player who has 
claimed two big scalps in two 
days. 

Chang, the crowd’s 
favourite, relinquished his tide 
in disappointing fashion: 
Holm, ranked 52nd in the 
world, took die natch 2-6 7-5 
6-3. 


Stewart 
wins 11th 
U.S. 200-m 
butterfly title 

FEDERAL* .WAY, Washing- 
ton (R) — Melvin Stewart be- 
came the first swimmer to win 
11 U.S. national titles in the 
same event when he won the 
200-metre butterfly at the Phil- 
lips 66 Spring National Cham- 
pionships Thursday. 

Stewart, 25, the reigning 
world record holder, world 
champion and Olympic gold 
medallist in the event, led the 
i race from start to finish. He 
won in one minute, 58.32 
, seconds. 

Former world record holder 
Norbert Roza, 22, of Hungary 
won the 200 metre breast- 
stroke in 2:13:58. 

“Outside of a world record 
or a gold medal, this says a lot 
for my career,” Stewart said. 
“I'm very proud of the fact that 
I’ve been winning titles year 
after year, a sign of a true 
champion * someone who can 
win year after year.” 
^Stewart was tied with Olym- 
pic gold medallist and world 
record holder Mary Meagher 
with 10 victories each in the 
200 butterfly entering Thurs- 
day's competition. 

Stewart swam five days after 
competing in the World Cup in 
Paris, March 26, against the 
world’s top-ranked s wimm ers 
in the 200-butterfly. 

He finished second to 
France’s Franck Esposito. 


baseline battle. Bnt the 
Chinese- American's game was 
marred by too many unforced 
errors. 

At first, second seed Chang 
looked certain to clinch his 
ticket to the semis, easily wrap- 
ping up the first set 6-2, and 
then powering to a 4-1 lead in 
the second. / 

Then Holm fought back, 
breaking serve in the sixth and 
eighth games to level at 4-4 and 
then taking die set 7-5 on 
Chang’s fatal unforced error. 

“From that moment... when 
I was down 4-1, 1 was trying to 
bit the bad harder and go more 
offensive,” Holm said. 

The 25-year-old Swede 
streaked to a 5-1 lead in the 
third, but Chang refused to go 
quietly. He pulled back to 3-5 
but then saw a backhand pas- 
ting shot that would have 
saved matchpoiat just catch 
the net. 

TWenty four hours after 
ousting fourth-seeded veteran 
Ivan Lendl, the ginger-haired 


Koux scored another big upset 
by outlasting sixth seed Aaron 
Krickstein 7-5 7-6 in a lengthy 
match composed of gruelling 
ground stroke rallies. 

Sampras was at his world 
champion best, beating 
Frenchman Guillaume Raoux 
6-3 6-3 in less than an boor. 

Sampras, 22, pounded his 
way past the luckless Raoux 
with 14 thundering service 
aces. 

“I thought I played so far my 
best tennis today, although I 
was rushing a bit towards die 
end because it was sprinkling 
pretty hard and 2 wanted to get 
one of the court as quickly as 
possible," be said. 

The Floridian is now hot 
favourite to win his 25th career 
title, although the flamboyant 
Agassi may have other ideas. 

Agassi has just returned 
firm a five- month lay-off with 
a wrist injury. In his comeback 
tournament last month, he 
reached the final of the Upton 
Open at key Biscayne before 
falling to Sampras. 




Michael Chang 


Sanchez- Vicario advances into 
quarter of Family Circle Cup J 


HILTON HEAD ISLAND. 
S.C. (AP) — Top-seeded 
Arantxa Sanchez Vicario, her 
game rejuvenated after a shaky 
first set, beat Amanda Coetzer 
7-6 (7-4), 6-2 Thursday to 
move into the quarterfinals of 
the $750,000 Family Circle 
Cop. 

Sanchez Vicario, ranked 
second in the world, led 5-3 in 
the opening set and appeared 
beaded for an easy victory. 
However, Coetzer, the nmth 
seed, forced a tiebreaker to 
conclude a set that lasted 83 
minutes. 

“I was up 5-3 and I tried to 
go too mock for (he point and 
win the point too quickly,” 
Sanchez Vicario sakL “1 made 
some mistakes and allowed her 
to come back info the match 


again.” 

Other third-round winners 
in the day-court tournament 
included no. 2 Counchi ta Mar- 
tinez of Spain, no. 5 Lindsay 
Davenport of the United 
States, no. 6 Natalia Zvereva 
of Belraus and no. 7 Mary 
Pierce of France. 

Martinez also turned it on 
after a dose first set, ousting 
no. 10 Sabine Hack 7-6 (8-6), 
6 - 2 . 

Davenport topped Ema- 
nuels Zardo 7-6, 4-6, 6-2. The 
17-year-old Californian has 
had several strong perform- 
ances tins season. She lost to 
Steffi Graf in the quarterfinals 
of the Australia Open and in 
the semifinals of the Upton 
event. m 

In the quarterfinals she will 


play Iva Majoli, who beat no. 
14 Leila Meshki 6-4, 1-6, & 4 , 
It was the Croatian (eeijal 
ger's second straight win qvfc? a 
seeded player. She topped &o. 
4 Gabnela Sabatim in 
sets Wednesday. 

Pierce squandered five 
match points before topping 
no. 12 Brenda Schultz 6-1, 7ij 
Pierce will meet Sanches 
Vicario in the quarters. •*'- 
“It’s a big differences when 
you win the first set than when 
you have to come badc.'Csafo 
Sanchez Vicario, 22. “But 
even if 1 lost the first s?t;. j 
knew that if I would keep 
playing the same way as I did, I 
would still have a chance-folio 
Well and come bade." ‘ 1 
Coetzer could not seem to 
regain her stroke after thak. 


iMandlikova, Collins named to Hall of Faroe 


HILTON HEAD, Sooth Caro- 
lina (R) — Grand Slam cham- 
pion Haaa MandHkova -and 
leading tennis journalist 
Arthur “Bud” Coffins have 
been elected to the Interna- 
tional Tennis Hall of Fame. 
Hall officials announced 
Thursday. 

The enshrinement cere- 
monies for the 1994 inductees 
will take place July 9 at the 
International Tennis HaB of 
Fame in Newport, Rhode Is- 
land. 

The Prague-born MndBkova 
won four Grand Sla singles 
titles — the Australian Open in 


1980 and 1987. the French 
Open in 1985 — and was rank- 
ed as high as third in the world 
at various -times. 

The 32-year-old Mandiiko- 
w, who retired in 1990, holds- 
27 singles titles and helped 
Czechoslovakia capture three 
federation cup crowns. She 
also won the U.S. Open dou- 
bles title in 1989 with future 
HaB of Famer Martina Navra- 


tilova. 

Collins, 64, began covering 
tennis for the boston Herald^n 
1955 ■and after a stmt as teuAis 
coach at Brandeis University. 
He joined the Boston Globed 
1963, where he remains -on 
staff as tennis columnist.'--' 

He has also been the sport’s 
most widely recognised televi- 
sion commentator for mdre 
than 20 years. 



FRENCH CULTURAL CENTER 


Registration Is now open at the French 
Cultural Center for the following courses : 
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The registration will last on 2/4/1994 and 
riie courses will start on 3 / 4 / 1994 
tffl 11/6/ 1994. 


For more information please comact 

Tel. 637009 , Jebel Webdeh - Amman 


SHAKESPEARE 

ON STAGE 
& 

SHAKESPEARE 

ON RADIO 

Cam* and find out moro about England'* greatest playwright with; 
Ann* Tharoux, 

Features and Arts Editor, BBC World Sorvice. 

Sua Cokyfl, 

SonJor Producer. BBC Engfah. 

Pm Friday, 

Hoad of English and Theatre Studio*. 

Stratford-upon Avon Grammar School for Girls. 

On Monday, 4 April 
from 7. DO - 8.00 pm 

at tha British Council. Rainbow Street, Off first Grde, Jebal Amman. 
Telephone; 636147 or 436148 




Will hold their April monthly general meeting 

on April 2, 1994 

at the Marriott Hotel from 4:00-6:00 p.m. 




FOR SALE 

Nissan Sunny 1992, duty free, power steering, central 
lock, electric windows, tinted windows. A/C, diplomatic 
plates. . 

Price: JD 4.700. 

PlMM can 612536 


TO LET FURNISHED FLAT TO LET- . 


One bedroom, dining room, sitting room, centra} • 
bearing, separate entrance, new furniture & telphone. »- 
Fart of a- viDa in doctors' housing suberb West of 

A*®* 11 - TeL 665659 -642404 X 


FOR RENT 

MODERN FURNISHED APARTMENT. 

* Two bedrooms - living - dining room - kitchen & bath.' 
■fr One bedroom - living room - kitchen & bath. 

With C. heating & telephones. *>. 

Location: Jabal Amman between 3rd & 4th Circles, naffr 
Khafdi Hospital. ■ 

Call owner tel. 667662, 642351 . 


Cinema TeL: 634144 Cinema 

PHILADELPHIA 


TeL: 699238 I Cinema 


Tel.: 677420 


TeL: 616274 - 618275 


PLAZA 


CONCORD 


INDECENT PROPOSAL 

Show 12:30. 3:30. 6:15. 8:30, !th30 



Holly Floria & Alicia Anne 
in 

BIKINI ISLAND 

Shows: li». 3:15. 5. 6J0. 8:30. 1030 


CONCORD T 
DEMOLITION MAN 

• Shows: 12J0. 3:00, 6£Q. 8:30. 1030 

CONCORD * 2 9 
THE FUGITIVE 

Show*: 1230, 3:45, 6a00, 8:15, 10:15 




Watch for the surprise 
The next play.... 


Since the actors are abroad the theatr>‘ 
Is dosed •„! 

It will re-open on April 6, 1994 for ter* 
weeks in the last performances of: ,,j 

“Arab Summit Conference" , 
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Beirut signals possible 
crackdown on Hizbollah 


3EIRUT (AP) — Under 
pressure to balance its recent 
crackdown on right-wing 
Christians, the government has 
arrested 11 Iranian-backed 
undamentalists for staging an 
znlicensed armed parade. 

It was the first arrest of 
TizboUah members since the 
:nd of the 1975-1990 civil war. 
3ut newspapers Friday sug- 
•OSted the move was unlikely 
o trigger a showdown with 

ihiite Muslim fundamentalists. 

The Syrian army, which con- 
toIs the eastern Bekaa Valley, 
landed over the accused 
Thursday night to the 
Lebanese army's intelligence 
jepanment in Beirut, accord-- 
ng to an armed forces state- 
-neni. They were being held by 
:he Lebanese army and faced 
possible trial before a military 
tribunal. 

A manhunt was on for other 
-nembers of Hizbollah who 
ftaged an armed parade in the 
Bekaa town of Baalbek on 
March 1 1 to mark the Iranian- 
sponsored Jerusalem Day. the 
itntement said. 

The parade defied Prime 
Minister Rafik Hariri's govern-, 
men! ban on armed displays by 
any militia in order to restore 
law- and order to chaos-plagued 
Lebanon. * 

Christian factions have cal- 
led on Mr. Hariri to curb Hiz- 
bollah in light of his govern- 
ment's crackdown on the right- 
ist Lebanese Forces Party. 


which fielded the strongest 
Christian militia during the 
civil war. 

The government disbanded 
and disarmed all civil war mili- 
tias in 1990, but exempted Hiz- 
bollah guerrillas to let them 
fight Israeli occupation of a 
border enclave. 

Although Hizbollah uses 
Baalbek as the main supply 
base, the government de- 
nounced the march as a 
punishable offense. 

Jusice authorities have 
issued dozens of arrest war- 
rants for paraders, which the 
Syrian army has pledged to 
carry out. The bulk of the 
40,000 Syrian troops in Leba- 
non are stationed in the Bekaa. 

Beirut’s pro-Syrian AI Sharq 
newspaper said Hizbollah's 
leadership readily surrendered 
the II wanted paraders to the 
Syrian army to avert a full- 
blown confrontation with Mr. 
Hariri's government. 

Hizbollah withheld com- 
ment. 

The group is demanding Mr. 
Hariri's resignation after gov- 
ernment troops shot and killed 
nine Hizbollahis during a pro- 
test in Beirut last September 
against the Israel-Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
peace accord. 

in a related development, 
the army statement also said 
nine truck loads of weapons 
had been seized from under- 
ground caches in the Christian 
heartland north of Beirut. 


Passing Russian diploma* ‘poses no threaf 

BANGKOK (R) — The Russian embassy in Bangkok said on 
Friday h did not believe the disappearance of a diplomat 
earlier this week posed any security threat. Thai police said on 
Wednesday Third Secretary Igor Makeev, 39, had been 
reported missing from March 22 in possession of sensitive 
embassy documents contained in a laptop computer. Embassy 
First Secretary Igor Akimov told Reuters the reports were 
exaggerated. “Nothing can be denied but at least we have nq 
reason to believe he does (pose a security threat). Mr. Akimov 
said. “Many people have these computers ... be never brought 
it into the office." Mr. Akimov said the embassy was relying 
completely on Thai .-.authorities for information on Mr. 
.Makeev’s whereabouts. Metropolitan Police Commissioner 
Lieutenant General Haisith Kanchanakit was quoted m 
newspapers as saying there were indications Mr. Makeev had 
already left the country for the United. States or Russia. A 
source in the police foreign division, which is handling the case 
said. However. “We are confident that he is still in Thailand.” 

Tokyo rightists surrender; hostages safe 

TOKYO (R) — Two Japanese right-wing extremists surren- 
dered to police on Friday, almost six hours after bursting into 
the offices of a top Tokyo newspaper and taking hostages. The 
two men, armed with a gun and a ceremonial Japanese sword, 
had seized about 10 people in the boardroom of the daily 
Asahi Shimbun but released all but two in mid- afternoon. The 
remaining pair emerged unharmed as their captors gave in to 
police persuasion and surrendered. NHX public television 
said. While the intruders' motives were not wholly clear, they 
were carrying leaflets denouncing the way the media in 
modern Japan, especially the liberal Asahi group, have 
covered the issue of Japan's World War FI responsibility. 

Georgia killer dies in eBectric chair 

KACKSON (R) — William Henry Hancc, 45, died in- 

Georgia’s electric chair Thursday night for the bludgeon 
murder of Gail Faison 16 rears ar.c. H.mce was pronounced 
dead at 10:10 p.m. ett (0310 GMT Friday) in the electric chair 
at the Georgian diagnostic and classification centre. Hance, 
described by doctors as mildy retarded, denied the fatal 
beating of Faison, a 71 -year-old prostitute, whose body was 
discovered in a shallow grave 16 years ago near Columbus, a 
small industrial city located near the Alabama border, 
southwest of Atlanta. Supreme Court Justice Anthony Ken- 
nedy granted an indefinite stay of Hance's execution 35 
minutes before he was scheduled to die at 7 p.m. (0000 GMT 
Friday) to allow the full court to review the case. But the stay 
was lifted two hour; later and the erwculior. was carried out. In 
bis Fast statement. Hance maintained his innocence but said he 
could no: find a judge or jury — h ■ .iouJd believe him. 

Tanker spill dispersed in Gulf 

DUBAI (AP) — Skimmers and detergent-spraying ships 
worked Friday to clean up a three-kilometre oil slick threaten- 
ing the Gulf of Oman coast after a tanker collision. Fumes 
; from the slick reached residents around the busy port of 

- Fujairah and neighbouring Khor Fakkan in the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) amid concerns that the oil could pollute vital 

1 power and desalination plants and fishing areas. But author- 

- itias said skimming boats had filled two storage tankers with 

- oil from the slick and crcnvca! i ’ - 1 • had broken up 

iiic::. "V. ,:e I ... r.\ - sale? a port 

.'-official. At leas: eight million I'.r-.i e.-j-Je oil spewed into 
the sea from the 293 .239-tonne, Panamanian-registered super- 
tanker Seki after it collided Wednesday with the UAE- 
registered, 57.213-tonne Bavnur.ah 15 kilometres off Fujairah. 
•The accident, which caused no injuries, occurred about 100 
• kilometres south of strait of Hormuz, gateway to the oil-rich 
■Gulf. However, shipping traffic into the Gulf was not 
hindered. About one-fifth of the world’s oil passes through the 
strait. 

Gabonese Jews’ prank pre-^pis Wo offers 


_ i Si- - b - ' ' • uJCtl 

secretly airlifted to Israel promp:ed Israelis to flood the airport 
.'with offers of assistance. The report, which broke into Israel 
army radio's morning newsreel, said that camouflaged airlin- 
ers had flown the Jews from the West African nation during 
'the Passover holiday in an airlift called “operation Eliyahu.” 
' Prominent Israeli officials played along with the well-prepared 
Joke, arguing both for and against the immigration. The 
■ immigration clesk at Ben Gurion airport near Tel Aviv was 
flooded with telephone calls from the media and others 
offering help, the Itim news agency said. “We got 15 
“ ... — b'K they're .ill 

- •’ r.:te," i . . -'j.: 2 .$ j :. .-.lij-ii as tciiing 

curious reporters. One man taken in bj the report telephoned 
the radio claiming to represent a leading Israeli rabbi, radio 
Staff said- He insisted the people brought were not Jewish and 
chastised the government for recognising them as Jews. The 
.station tried to tell the caller it was ail an April Fool’s Day 
joke, but he rang off unconvinced, the radio staffers said. 


State-run Tele Liban televi- 
sion showed footage of troops 
(figging out the arms from a 
three-room basement of an un- 
finished building in the village 
of Fatqa and from an under- 
ground tunnel in Batroun. 
further north. 

The statement said the 
seized weapons belonged to 
the Lebanese Forces Party, led 
by former Christian warlord 
Samir Geagea. The group was 
outlawed after being impli- 
cated in a bomb explosion that 
killed 10 churchgoers on Feb. 
27. 

The army said the weapons 
included various kinds of 
machine guns, shoulder-fired 
rocket propelled grenades, 
mortar shells and ammunition. 
Most were in boxes with Heb- 
rew markings. 

Dr. Geagea’s militia had 
dose ties with Israel during the 
Lebanese civil war. 

Troops also seized a truck 
load of weapons from the vil- 
lage of Bkasta, northeast of the 
port city of Sidon, provindal 
capital of South Lebanon. 

The army said that cache 
belonged to Fateh Revolution- 
ary Council, a Palestinian 
guerrilla group beaded by Abu 
Nidal. 

“The army and police forces 
are sparing no effort to shield 
the nation’s security from 
violators from all sides 
throughout Lebanon,” the 
statement said. 

American 
abducted, 
guard killed 
in Somalia 

MOGADISHU (AP) — Gun- 
men abducted an American aid 
worker and killed his Somali 
guard Thursday in a shootout 
near the U.N. head q uarters in 
southern Mogadishu. 

Ann Stingle, a Red Cross 
spokeswoman. in Washington, 

D XL, .identified the Amman 
as Alfred Petters, 37, an en- 
gineer who specialised in water 
and sanitation issues. 

“At this point we do not 
know who has taken him or 
why, but die Red Cross m 
Mogadishu is doing everything 
they can do to secure his re- 
lease,” she said Thursday. 

Suzanne Hofstetter, the 
head of International Red 
Cross operations in Somalia, 
said the kidnappers had not 
come forward with any ranson \ 
demands. 

The gunmen abducted Pet- 
ters as he travelled in a two-car 
convoy from southern Moga- 
dishu’s Benadir Hospital, 
where he worked in the cboi- 
lera isolation ward, to the Red 
Cross h e a d qua r ters a short dis- 
tance away. 

“Three cars blocked the 
road and they asked everyone 
to get out. They were very 
aggressive. They shot one of 
our vehicles and one of our 
guards was killed," said Ms. 
Hofstetter. She did not have 
the name of the dead guard. 

Ms. Stingle said Mr. Petter's 
car “was totally unarmed. 
Weapons are not allowed in 
anything with a Red Cross 
emblem.’* 

She said a second car con- 
taining two Somali security 
guards and one driver was fol- 
lowing. Mr. Petters. Ms. Hof- 
stetter said those Red Cross 
guards returned fire, hitting 
the kidnappers' tires, which 
forced them to abandon one 
car. 

Ms. Hofstetter said the 
American, on his second tour 
in Somalia, was the first Red 
Cross worker kidnapped :n the- 
country. She said three foreign 
Red Cress workers were killed 
in Somalia between 1991 and 
1993. 

The kidnapping comes at a 
time of rising banditry 
throughout Somalia. 

Two foreign employees of a 
Swedish company were 
abducted Wednesday but res- 
cued by Somali militiamen a 
-.Vr? later. 

" . ; . . ' VsT 1 ; for !>s 

that provides food to U.N. 
employees were released Sun- 
day night after 15 days m cap- 
tivity. The two, an Australian 
and a Kenyan, said they were 
held by a well-armed profes- 
sional kidnap ring. 

U.N. spokesman Chris 
Budge said a bandit leader was 
killed Wednesday in the west- 
ern town of Baidoa when he 
.rice coerce me fiiiei group 
Care into hiring ills followers. 

In retaliation, he said a Somali 
police patrol was ambushed 
Wednesday night. Four ban- 
dits were killed and three 
policemen wounded in the en- 
suing shootout, he said. 



Saudia’s 


‘FISTTVE RIOTS': People check the damages thousands on 

caused In a videoshop by violent young people by French I 
out of control during a march of tens of over a cut-pri 



Albright: 
Sudan could 
face more 
isolation 

'ADDIS ABABA (R) — 
Sudan, which the U.S. says 
sponsors "terrorism,” may be- j 
come more isolated interna- ■ 
tionally unless it changes its 
ways, America's U.N. Ambas- 
sador Madeleine Albright said 
on Friday. 

Returning from a visit to 
Khartoum, she said she had 
stressed “in the strongest 
possible terms," in a meeting 
with Sudanese President Omar 
H assail Al Bashir his country's 
behaviour was incompatible 
with international norms and 
practices. 

“I emphasised Sudan has a 
choice: Change its behaviour 
and reap the benefits of full 
membership m the internation- 
al community or continue 
down its current path towards 
increasing international isola- 
tion,” she told' a news confer- 
ence* m the Ethiopian capital. 

Ms. Albright said she had 
also delivered a message from 
the U.S. government as well as 
the international community to 
General Bashir which also ex- 
pressed concern over Sudan’s j 
polities. 

Mrs. Albright met Gen. 
Bashir for two hours on Thurs- 
day evening. But officials say 
no progress was made at what 
was the highest-level meeting 
between the two countries 
since Gen. Bashir took power 
in a 1989 military coup. 

The envoy told reporters she 
had also stressed to Gen. 

, Bashir that Washington saw no 
signs from Khartoum’s strong- 
ly Muslim fundamentalist gov- 
ernment to encourage the view 
| its support for “terrorism” had 
diminished. 


IRA atta cks poli ce to 
stress vaiue of truce 


BELFAST (R) — An Irish 
Republican Army (IRA) 
attack on a Northern Irish 
police station served as a re- 
minder on Friday of its poten- 
tial for further violence if Bri- 
tain ignores the guerrillas' 
three-day ceasefire next week 
by failing to talk. 

British Prime Minister John 
Major has pubtidy scorned the 
surprise truce but Sinn Fein, 
the IRA's political wing, said it 
was still hoping for a quiet 
signal that the two sides could 
talk, in secret if necessary. 

Sinn Fein leader Gerry 
Adams urged Britain to use the 
truce to clear up the details he 
was seeking. 

“This may well take even 
less than an hour,” be said in a 
television interview three 
boors before Thursday, night’s 
rocket attack which slightly in- 
jured one policeman. 

On a lightning trip to North- 
ern Ireland on Thursday, Mr. 
Major refused any further clar- 
ification 'of an Anglfrhish 
peace offer designed to entice 
the IRA to lay down its arms 
for good. 

■ Britain, with Ireland’s sup- 
port, says publicly it will talk to 
Sinn Fein but only after a final 
casefire rather than what Mr. 
Major branded a “self-serving 
and cynical exercise.” 

Irish Prime Minister Albert 
Reynolds, angered that the 
IRA gesture was so limited, 
said he could not understand 
what Sinn Fein still needed to 
know. 

The IRA often steps up its 
violence, which has gone on 
for 25 years, before and after 
its traditional Christinas truces 
to show it still means business. 

Next Wednesday the first 
additional truce since 1975 be- 
gins but politicians from 


Northern Ireland's Protestant 
majority, opposed to the 
IRA’s goal of reuniting Ireland 
after seven decades, said the 
attack showed it was just a 
publicity ploy. 

“They mil as normal keep 
their violence controlling right 
up to the last minute, then stop 
murdering people for three 
days and then resume,” said 
William Ross, Ulster unionist 
member of parliament from 
Garvagfa where the police sta- 
tion was attacked. 

Political observers said that 
if Mr. Major stuck to bis public 
pledge that the ceasefire would 
not bring the IRA “any single 
political advantage of any sort. 
Other now or in the fiitnre.” 
Hie guerrillas might, end the 
truce with a “spectacular.” 

This could be a major attack 
on foe British mainland, where 
the IRA fired mortars at Lon- 
don's Heathrow airport last 
month. 

But a senior source dose to 
foe IRA smd any kind of posi- 
tive signal from Britain could 
lead to the trace being quietly 
extended for an open-ended 
period. 

Britain admitted last year it 
had had lengthy secret contacts 
with the IRA. While Mr. Ma- 
jor said in public that talking to 
them would make his stomach 
turn. 

Mr. Major pledged to keep 
peace moves aHve but the gov- 
ernment knows that talking to 
the IRA, whose members 
come from the province’s 
Catholic minority, would out- 
rage Protestants. 

Violence by Protestant ex- 
tremists, who reject the Anglo- 
Irish peace plan which says a 
united Ireland could be possi- 
ble by consent, has been on the 
increase. 


decision on 
U.S. jets 

expected 
May 1 

DUBAI (R) — Saudi Arabia’s 
national carrier Saufia has set 
May 1 as a target date for 
deciding which planes to boy 
from American manufacturers 
in a deal worth more than $6 
trillion, industry sources said 
on Friday. 

“May 1 is the target date set 
by Sandia” to finalise its re- 
quirements of jets from 
McDonnell Douglas Corpora- 
tion and Boeing Company, 
said a wdl-placed Arab expert. 

Representatives of the two 
U.S. aircraft giants have been 
in Jeddah for the past two 
weeks discussing separately 
with Saudia its requirements, 
delivery schedules, financing 
and related matters. 

“McDonnell Douglas will 
make its finalised offer any day 
now while Boeing wfll make its 
final offer in about two weeks. 
Sandia is expected to make its 
decision by May 1,” the expert 
added. 

U.S. President Bill Clinton 
announced in February that 
Riyadh had decided to award 
American makers an order for 
at least 50 planes worth about 
S6 billion. 

The U.S. Export-Import 
Bank (Exim Bank) has made 
$6.2 billion available to the two 
U.S. companies to help finance 
die deal. It is the largest 
financing offer in the bank's 
history. 

“The Saudia deal will have 
no impact on the current 
(Saudi Arabian) cash crunch at 
all,” said the expert in refer- 
ence to Riyadh's efforts to cut 
spending due to weak oil prices 
which have dropped to five- 
year lows. 

With a current daily produc- 
tion of eight million barrels, 
Saucfi Arabia is the world’s 
largest oil producer and expor- 
ter. 

The expert, who is familiar 
with the tells, said Riyadh will 
pay 15 per cent of the Saudi 
deal’s worth. The rest will be 
guaranteed by Exim Bank 
which is a credit export agency: 
--'“ffeny banks are expected 
to want to participate in the 
deal. It will be a 100 per cent 
secure loan,” the expert 
added. Senior bankers in the 
Gulf tey Saudi Arabia's huge 
oil reserves guarantee it a top 
credit rating despite cash-flow 
problems. 

Saudi Arabia is looking at a 
delivery scheduled which starts 
in 1997 with the last American 
aircraft arriving in 2002, mak- 
ing the last payment on the 
Saudi deal to Exim Bank due 
in 2012. 

The expert said payments 
are expected to start with an 
initial $750 million in 1997 
when Riyadh hopes oil prices 
will recover as the world's de- 
mand for ofl rises. It mil make 
similar payments in 1998 and 
1999. 



Text of Xsrael-PLO accord on Hebron 


CAIRO (AP) — Following is the text of the agreement signed 
Thursday by the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) and 
Israel concerning Hebron and resumption of the Gaza- Jericho 
peace talks. It was provided by the negotiators in English. 


March 31, 1994 
Agreement 

In the aftermath of the 
horrendous massacre of Heb- 
ron, and in response to the 
heightened needs of the 
Palestinians for security 
throughout the West Bank 
and the Gaza Strip and parti- 
; culariy in Hebron, and in 
i accordance with Security 
Council Resolution 904. de- 
legations of Israel and the 
PLO met and agreed to take 
i the measured set out in this 
: agreement. 

As soon as this agreement 
is signed, its implementation 
will begin and the Gaza- 
Jericho negotiations will be 
resumed, as set out below. 

A. Temporary internation- 
al presence in the city of 
Hebron: 

! !n -csTrnse to the uni- 
: i-. siiu.::L-.n created in Heb- 
ron in the aftermath of the 
massacre, a temporary inter- 
national presence will be 
esta blishe d in the city of Heb- 
ron (T1PH). As detailed in 
paragraph A. 3 below, the 
TIPH wiD assist in promoting 
stability and in monitoring 
and reporting the efforts to 
restore normal life in die city 
of Hebron, thus creating a 
feeling of security among 
Palestinians in the city of 
Hebron. 

2. The two rides shall re- 
quest the donor countries to 
provide 160 persons, citizens 
of Norway, Denmark and 


Italy, as TIPH personnel, 
consisting of field observers, 
office staff and support per- 
sonnel, as agreed between 
the two sides. Cha nges in die 
composition of the TIPH may 
be made from among the 
donor countries with the con- 
sent of both sides. Consistent 
with its stated tasks, the 
TIPH personnel shall have no 
military or police functions. 

3. The tasks of TIPH per- 
sonnel will be: 

A. To provide by their 
presence a feeling of security 
to the Palestinians of Heb- 
ron: 

B. To help promote stabil- 
ity and an appropriate en- 
vironment conducive to the 
enhancement of the well- 
being of die Palestinians of 
Hebron and their economic 
development; 

C. To monitor the efforts 
to restore the safety of 
Palestinians and events 
affecting it and the return to 
normal life in the city of 
Hebron; and 

D. To provide reports as" 
set out in paragraph A. 5 
below. 

4. In order t o fac ilitate die 
carrying out of TIPH tasks, a 
building will be chosen in the 
dty of Hebron as a seat for 
the TIPH. 

5. The TIPH will report to 
the following: 

A. On specific events — to 
a Joint Hebron Committee 
(JHC), comprised of two rep- 
resentatives from each rider. 
The senior Palestinian/^^** 
senta tive wfll be the mi 


Hebron and the senior Israeli 
representative wfll be the 
bead of the civil administra- 
tion in the district of H ebron . 
A representative of the UPH 
.will be invited on a biweekly 
basis to participate in the 
JHC meetin g in order to re- 
port on the TEPH activities. 

B. Periodically — to the 
joint Israeli-Palestinian 
liaison committee established 
pursuant to the DoP (dec- 
laration of princip les). 

In addition, the TIPH will 
provide periodic reports to 
the chair of the ad hoc liaison 
committee of the donors. 

6. The members of the 

TIPH shall wear distinctive 
uniforms with a special 
emblem, as agreed by the two 
sides, and their vehicles shall 
be mar ked with the same 
emblem. TIPH members may 
carry pistols for self-defence 
purposes. — . 

7. The TIPH will enjoy 
freedom of movement for the 
performance of its tasks with- 
in the dty of Hebron. Such 
freedom of movement shall 
not be restricted, except for 
reasons of imperative milit- 
ary necessity, and then only 
as an exceptional and tem- 
porary m easu re. 

8. The TIPH will estahlirfi 
the modalities of its presence 
and activity with the agree- 
ment of the two sides, with 
due regard being given to its 
aforementioned tasks. 

9. The expenses of the 
TIPH wiD be borne by the 
donor countries. 

10. A.The TIPH may com- 
mence its operation im- 
mediately after the signing of 
this agreement and continue 
to function for a period of 

with the con- 
two sides, the 


. TIPH may extend die period 
or change the scope of its 
operation, as agreed. 

B. The Gaza- Jericho nego- 
tiations. 

1. The Gaza-Jericho nego- 
tiations shall be resumed in 
Cairo on Thursday, March 
31, 1594. These negotiations 
shall be accelerated with the 
objective of malting up for 
lost time. 

2. Israel agrees to shorten 
the withdrawal schedule and 
accelerate the withdrawal, 
being guided by the target 
dates set in the DoP. 

3. Immediately after the 
conclusion of the Gaza- 
Jericho agreement, early 
empowerment negotiations 
will commence, and the two 
sides will explore possible ex- 
pansion of the scope of these 
negotiations beyond the five 
spheres. 

4. The two sides wfll inten- 
sify negotiations on the 
interim arrangements consis- 
tent with the DoP and guided 
by its target date. 

5. The two sides reiterate 
their commitment to com- 
mence permanent status 
negotiations as soon as p- 
ossible. but not later than the 
begianing of the third year of ! 
the interim period, as pro- 
vidttl for m Article V of the 
DoP. 

6. Gradual movement into 
Gaza and Jericho of Palesti- 

SS I S^ willstart0n e 

w«k after the resumption of 
the Gaza-Jericho negotia- 
tions, in order to commence 
preparations for assE 

responsibilities 6 

agreed by the two sides.’ 

ttfe 81 An »o° 

Nabfl Shaath. 


Clintons go on 
safari, feed giraffes 

SAN DIEGO (R) — President 
Bill Clinton took his family on, 
the American version of an.' 
African safari Thursday and 
fed carrots to inquisitive giraf- 
fes from the back of an open- 
bed truck- Mr. Qinton, his 
wife Hillary and their 14-year- 
old daughter Chelsea spent the 
afternoon getting a close look 
at . elephants, wildebeests* 
oryxes, water bucks, impalas, 
ostriches and other creatures. 
The Clintons donned safari 
bats to protect their heads 
from the bright southern Cali- 
fornia sunshine and then were 
off into the San Diego Wild 
Animal Park in the back of a 
large truck. "As long as be 
(Clinton)' stays on the truck. 
He’ll be fine," said Gloria 
Kendall, senior mammal keep- 
er at the park, “don’t get off 
the track.” To get out of the 
track would risk a lack or 
charge from a frightened anim- 
al. To get out of the track 
would risk a kick or charge 
from a frightened animal. 
Their truck stopped near 
several of the long-necked 
giraffes, who after taking a 
close look at the occupants 
decided to eat some of the 
proffered orange vegetables. 
Chelsea succeeded first in' 
coaxing a giraffe to bend down, 
and slurp up a carrot with its 
long black tongue. Mrs. Clin-' 
ton appeared to be whispering 
a few soothing words to a 
giraffe and ft finally reached 
down and nibbled at her gift. 
Mr. Clinton, who was chewing 
something and may have taken 
a bite of a carrot, himself, 
finally gave one to a giraffe.' 
And then the track pulled up 
to a spot beneath a handful of 
palm trees blowing in the 
breeze and several giraffes 
munched happily on carrots 
extended by the presidential 
family. The Ointon'truck then 
viewed other parts of the park, 
including the South Africa ex- 
hibit where the southern white 
rhino resides. . . . 


Queen hands out 
Maundy money 

TRURO, England (AP) — 
Queen Elizabeth II continued 
a 700-year tradition on Maun- 
dy Thursday when she hon- 
oured 136 senior citizens for 
their community service. Sixty- 
eight men and 68 women — 
one for each year of the 
queen's life — each received a 
red and white leather purse of 
traditional Maundy coins 
worth 68 pence ($1.02). This 
ceremony, which dates back to 
the 12th century when the 
sovereign distributed alms to 
the poor, is held at a different 
cathedral every year on the day 
before Good Friday. This - year 
— the 43rd the queen has 
handed out Maundy money — 
the ceremony was held in 
Truro, 180 miles (290 kins) 
west of London. 


9-year-old pilot 
breaks record 

SAN DIEGO (R) — Nine- 
year-old Rachel Carter 
stamped her name in the re- 
cord books when she became 
the youngest flyer to pilot a 
plane across the United States 
— twice. Rachel had already 
piloted herself into the record 
books last week when she flew 
roast to coast, accompanied by 
ner father, Jimmy, beating the 
former record held by 11-year- 
old Vicki Van Meter of Meact 
vine, Pennsylvania. Ten days 
later, she was back borne in 
Kamona, about 40 miles (64 
Km) northeast of San Diego, 
after landing a borrowed 

S l E?'W nc Pi Per Arr <> w 

shortly before 1:30 p.m. local' 

rvm 4:30 L p,m - est < 2130 
at the local airport 

How do you feel?” someone 
from a crowd of three- 
aozen friends, relatives and 
reporters after she taxied up 
runway and emerged 
gl® 0, *P to hug her brother, 
Sfy 1 "' !?* and seven-week-old 
sister Emily. “Good," she 

“emtng still a little m 
hw 6 at a 1 the attention. “She 
, Tm® rea, I»' said father. 

^ * can be.” “I feel 
pj*]' good. I feel very 
Rachel added - * 
•^ ea,il y dme 1 ever 
SL? m y kid/’ said Jim- 
wh« » rte L’ a professional pilot 
*** h,i s daughter to fly 

w„ i hc was 7 old - "it** 

fanL? m ’ i exc *ting. The most 
^ntastic r. me j ^ imagine * 

trErtSB* e ? dt » n fi part of the 
York, they treated 
P^ J‘ kc 3 queen,” said Jimmy 
garter. The prettiest? “ArkaS 
jots of grass, trees,” said 


Vf. '-'r 



